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Action

On July 2nd, the Alliance for Retired Americans’ Human Chain Against the Chained
CPI events, designed to mobilize support to stop the chained CPI cut to Social Securi-
ty benefits, took place in more than 50 cities and included more than 2,800 partici-
pants. Alliance members brought the issue of the chained CPI to many who were unfa-
miliar and generated over 120 press hits. Dramatic television, print, radio and electron-
ic reporting educated the public about the devastating impact of the chained CPI bene-
fit cut and let the public know where their members of Congress stood on the issue. In
addition to the forceful actions, we generated thousands of phone calls and over
100,000 emails to members of Congress, asking them to oppose the chained CPI.

Activists’ voices were heard not only in the halls of Congress, but in towns and cities
across the country.

Phoenix, AZ = Tucson, AZ = San Francisco, CA = Los Angeles, CA = New Haven, CT = Palm Beach Gardens, FL
Savannah, GA = Des Moines, IA = Waterloo, IA = Danville, IL = Ft Wayne, IN = Indiapolis, IN = Anderson, IN
Baltimore, MD Lewiston, ME = St Louis, MO = Kansas City, MO = Helena, MT = Raleigh, NC = Lincoln, NE
Manchester, NH = Glassboro, NJ = Albuquerque, NM = Las Vegas, NV = Reno, NV = Albany, NY = Binghamton, NY
Cortland, NY = Lackawanna, NY = New York City, NY = Syracuse, NY = Cleveland, OH = Cincinnati, OH = Portland, OR
Philadelphia, PA = N Providence, RI N Charleston, SC = Conway, SC = Dallas, TX = Austin, TX = Richmond, VA
Burlington, VT = Saint Johnsbury, VT = Olympia, WA = Green Bay, WI

% LAt

s Sy
ﬁ Washington Horh
Dakota
‘ Montana Qu¢b357\~w |

Minnesota
Ottawa Montreal LL
Minneapolis’ o .
Portland e inneapX ; ‘ aine
put Wisconsin
Dakota Vermont
Oregon e Michigan oronto] &
aho
Detroit
& Chlgago
Nebraska ‘ —-—Rhode Island
S * e nsvania &
linois In %’
‘ Nevada P4’ United States ; Ecolumbls New-Jersey
Vot Kans! y } Indianapolis
al West
Colorado Delawaia
Psac!amemo Kaneas Misoaris toue Virginia ;\
B, District of
Framan o California Kentucky Virginia Columbia
Las&s $
North
Oklahoma Tennessee 5
Albu«&he TS Charlotted Carolina
" ; & ?‘ New Mexico Atlanta So
Phamnix o& Mississippi Car
al
Q7. T& Ciudad alsbeme Georgia
SanDiego by
R Texas
A& e Jacksonville
Louisiana o
P g o
\/ San Antonio o Houston
Chihuahua \
)
\ Tampao Florid‘
Gulfof \
Calif
California Ty )}\\*\, Miami
Gulfof g
Mexic: The
Bahama:
Mexico

( Alliance #Retired Americans® 1


http://libcloud.s3.amazonaws.com/24/b3/7/2365/Fact_Sheet_July_2013_Chained_CPI.pdf
http://www.retiredamericans.org/state-by-state/Human_Chain

Working in Coalition

The July 2nd Human Chain events were large undertakings — many events numbered over
100 participants with a diversity of speakers thanks to the significant help of our coalition
partners. To implement these events, the Alliance was joined by the Labor Movement,
Social Security Works, Health Care for American Now, National Committee to Protect So-
cial Security and Medicare, Coalition of Labor Union Women, Working America, Center
for Community Change, and many more.
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Media Coverage
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Retirees demonstrate against
proposed Social Security
reductions

Indianapolis, IN

Seniors Waorried About Change In Social Security Benefits
Lewiston, ME

NEWS

wtnh.com

Seniors protest proposed social security cut
New Haven, CT

6@ Des Moines

HUMAN CHAIN: Retirees Protest Inflqtion Changes

Protestors Upset Over Proposed Somal Security Cuts
Reno, NV
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http://tinyurl.com/kxjqnny
http://tinyurl.com/okcuc3b
http://tinyurl.com/lvd8em3
http://tinyurl.com/lr9l47n
http://tinyurl.com/lylfhjz
http://tinyurl.com/lruhse7
http://tinyurl.com/kzun7pl
http://tinyurl.com/mgrwupo

For a more complete list of media coverage, please visit

retiredamericans.org/state-by-state/Human Chain

Wisconsin Public Radio THE REGISTER CITIZEN

Connecticut retirees protest possible Social
Security cut

NEW HAWEN == Mary Moninger-Elia has been retired from
teaching in the West Haven public =chool system for about 10
years and she currently gets around 5159 a month in Social
Security benefits.

Senior Citizens Protet Chained CPI In Social
Security

Now, some federal lawmakers want to cut the retirement benefits
of Moninger-Elia and other retirees, and that has her angry.

Joiirnial

Senior citizens say thanks

Rhodlland
Tllznee Yo,
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http://tinyurl.com/pfcn5p7
http://tinyurl.com/obtlb97
http://tinyurl.com/l67kw5l
http://tinyurl.com/l6e4tpd
http://tinyurl.com/ntbz9pt
http://www.retiredamericans.org/state-by-state/Human_Chain

Legislative Impact

The Alliance actively advocated support for
congressional resolutions rejecting the adop-
tion of the chained CPI. The resolutions -
H.Con.Res. 34, introduced by Rep. David
Cicilline (D-RI) with 117 cosponsors and
S.Con.Res. 15, introduced by Sen. Tom
Harkin (D-IA) with 21 cosponsors — send a
clear message that opposition to the chained

CPlI is strong and growing. Alliance members
have visited their representatives and senators &
in Washington and in their home districts and |
states in addition to the July 2 events. Many of

Rep. David Cicilline (at left) speaks to Rhode Island Alli-
the cosponsors are a direct result of this advo-  ance for Retired Americans about Social Security and the
cacy. chained CPl in 2012. John Pernorio, Rhode Island Alli-
ance for Retired Americans president pictured at right.

The Alliance also supports the Strengthening
Social Security Act of 2013, S. 567, intro-
duced by Sen. Harkin. It is positive legisla-
tion that strengthens Social Security by scrap-
ping the earnings cap, changing the COLA for-
mula to the CPI-E to better reflect seniors’
spending habits, and gives on average an in-
creased benefit of $800 a year. The July 2
events were a means of talking about S. 567 Rhode Island congressional delegation at July 2 event. L-R:

and the need to Strengthen Social Security Rep. David Cicilline, Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, Rep. James
Langevin and John Pernorio.

without cutting benefits through the chained
CPI

Conclusion

The Human Chain Against the Chained CPI July 2nd National Day of Action was the largest
and most successful campaign that the Alliance for Retired Americans has undertaken in our
history. With the help of our coalition partners, state Alliances, members and staff, we suc-
cessfully brought the opposition to the Chained CPI into focus. This will have a lasting im-
pact as we fight to protect, preserve and enhance Social Security.
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“Let’s not be the last generation to retire”
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