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Skoda, has annougced that the Fabia S2000 - one of
the most successful rally cars of the S2000 era — will
be succeeded by an all-new model, the Fabia R5. An
intense development prd_]ral'nme will begin at Skoda ;
Motorsport’s Mlada Bole;slav base in early 2014, ahead i
of a competition debut in 2015.
.Wrds by H&H / Photography by ERC Media




oyed one of the most successful
2- year motorsport history.

In addition to developing the Fabia R5, Skoda will
continue to campaign the current Fabia S2000.in 2014. The
brand will enter cars on selected rounds of both the FIA Asia-
Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the FIA European Rally
Championship (ERC). Current ERC Champlons Jan Kopecky

Esapekka Lappi will line up in the E Wlth -cb-
Ferm. In addition, the German palrlng1
Christian (Skoda AUTO Deutschl,apd o)
of the ERC in a factory- pre% S2000; e,
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Following some inspiring performances in 2013
eager to see Kubica progress his career withi
Po inant disp in this year’s WRC 2
burst he world ge in style, and M-Sp
‘ him great ple from which to adva S career
at the ‘s highe el. Having won five seven
WRC s this ere is no doubting K peed
and »

ubica is
kee 0o develop and build on his experience at rallying’s
highest league. Contesting all 13 rounds of next season’s
championship, there will be a number of nhew experiences for
the 29-year-old including the specialist stages of Sweden’s
snow-covered countryside and the high-altitudes and soaring
temperatures of the Americas.

Of course, there are few drivers who possess the
former Formula One driver’s desire to succeed, and armed
with the Fiesta RS WRC, the WRC community should prepare
for the coming of Kubica.

Robert Kubica said: “I am really glad that I will
participateinall 13 roundsofthe [FIA] World Rally Championship
[WRC] with the [Ford] Fiesta RS WRC. The support of my
partner, LOTOS Group, combined with the knowledge and
experience of M-Sport will create a solid foundation for my
further development and I am looking forward to gathering
valuable experience on the WRC stages.”
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JOIN(G. sHOT

The 2014 World Rally Charpionshi Justn% away,

and with Rallye Monte-Carlo the opener prepped,

and primed, we all look forward to the E;u:emlrnjnow
* stages of Rally Sweden!

Photography by N_kara Medla \
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