
 Insert Date
Region 4 Education Service Center

Anne Douglas, Director of Science Solutions
Jennifer Wellman, Co-Project Director
Region 4 Science Collaborative

7145 West Tidwell Rd

Houston, TX 77092 – 2096

Re: Letter of Support for Region 4 Science Collaborative and Access to Student Data
Dear Ms. Douglas and Ms. Wellman, 

<Insert District or School Name> is pleased to continue/establish a partnership with Region 4 Education Service Center (Region 4 ESC) under the Region 4 Science Collaborative. This grant is very valuable to the continuing efforts that <Insert District or School Name> is making to improve student achievement in science. We believe that the Region 4 Science Collaborative is a professional development program that is committed to not only improving K-12 Science teacher content knowledge and pedagogy but also building leadership capacity and providing a professional network across schools, districts, and learning communities.

We understand that Science Teacher Mentors (STMs) participating in the Region 4 Science Collaborative commit to attending 100 hours of professional development between May 1, 2014 and July 31, 2015. This includes 48 hours of professional development during the Summer Institute, July 14-24, 2014. 
To help ensure that <Insert District or School Name> Science Teacher Mentors meet their requirements, we will provide support for Science Teacher Mentors by providing release time to attend all Region 4 Science Collaborative related trainings and provide time for Science Teacher Mentors to support the content and pedagogical understandings of Cadre Members.  

We also understand that participating STMs will receive equipment and instructional resources for immediate implementation of learned activities for attendance at select trainings. 
As an immersion campus we will be targeting the ​​<insert tested grade level> grade science teachers. We will have at least one Science Teacher Mentor at that grade level, and all other science teachers at that level will either be an additional Teacher Mentor or a Cadre Member.

The TRC requires a program evaluation component addressing student achievement.  In return for the professional development, equipment, and instructional resources, the Region 4 Science Collaborative and the TRC will require access to STAAR data from the 2014 and 2015 administrations for both the teachers and the grade levels participating in the collaborative. The data will include:

· The number of students taught by the Teacher Mentor

· The number of students with state assessment data in science for 2015
· The number of students who did not meet standard on the state assessment in  science for 2015
· The number of students who did meet standard on the state assessment in science for 2015
The data from these assessments will be provided to the Region 4 Science Collaborative for use in evaluating the Region 4 Science Collaborative program as well as the Texas Regional Collaborative (TRC). The data for the TRC will be submitted through a secure internet portal, coded by each teacher’s University of Texas Electronic Identification number, reported only in aggregate form and will not be made available on an individual basis to anyone outside the Region 4 Science Collaborative evaluation staff or the TRC evaluation staff.
Improving student achievement in science is clearly a priority for us, and our students will be well served by our participation in this project. We look forward to working with the Region 4 Science Collaborative as a partner in support of the 2014-2015 program. If you require any additional information, please feel free to contact me at <Insert School Phone Number> or <insert email address>.
Sincerely,

<Insert Principal’s, Instructional coordinator’s/specialist’s or Superintendent’s Name>
<Insert Title>

