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06.18.17 | Bright Lights in a Dark World
Matthew 5:13-16

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering
over the waters.

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw that the light was good,
and he separated the light from the darkness.

Genesis 1:1-4

There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for
the Lord God will give them light.
Revelation 22:5

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all.
1 John 1:5



“God is at work as of old in a progressive development of light. We remember that, in the
first creation, light came progressively. It was not the sun in its meridian splendor that
shone; indeed there is evidence that the sun had come at a much later period than the
light. But the light did come, it came to wax and grow... God comes with waxing light, and
as God’s work develops, the light progresses until, eventually, it reaches noonday
splendor. Our face is towards the sunrising, and our souls are looking towards the
meridian splendor of God’s fully developed work, and of God’s self-revelation to our souls.
We are always going from the evening to the morning as the work of grace progresses in
our souls.”

R. A. Finlayson, The Cross in the Experience of Our Lord

| keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. | pray that the eyes of
your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably
great power for us who believe.

Ephesians 1:17-19

If | say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light about me be night,”
even the darkness is not dark to you;
the night is bright as the day,
for darkness is as light with you.
Psalm 139:11-12
God'’s light will bring order and life out of your darkness.

“I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have
the light of life.”
John 8:12



The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor
and the day of vengeance of our God,
to comfort all who mourn,
and provide for those who grieve in Zion—
to bestow on them a crown of beauty
instead of ashes,
the oil of joy
instead of mourning,
and a garment of praise
instead of a spirit of despair.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the Lord
for the display of his splendor.
Isaiah 61:1-3

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is
then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.

You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in
the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and

glorify your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:13-16

Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it.
Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along the

ground.”
Genesis 1:28



