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There are various ways to enact solidarity. 
In fact, many groups have already laid out 
clear, important actions: Direct action. 
Contact your elected officials. Donate. 
Read and learn and so on – you probably 
already know this. If not, you can find 
immediate action items in this resource 
database: Bit.ly/SoliRes4Pal.

To supplement this needed work, we 
wanted to take this opportunity to think 
together on what solidarity looks like 
in the long run. Right now, everyone 
is on high alert, driven by urgency, and 
operating in a crisis mode. Inevitably, the 
urgency will fade. Protests will diminish 
in size. Fundraisers will stagnate. This 
diminution is not necessarily a reflection 
of fading solidarity; organising moves in 
ebbs and flows.

What, then, does solidarity look like in the 
long term? Learning from the long and 
rich tradition of Palestinian resistance, 
it looks like work: asking the difficult 
questions, building coalitions, and 
showing up consistently, with humility 
and patience. It includes direct action and 
indirect action; immediate and sustained; 
individual and at scale. We challenge 

Gaza Lives by Josh MacPhee 
as part of the Just Seeds’ Free 

Palestine collection

http://Bit.ly/SoliRes4Pal
https://justseeds.org/
https://justseeds.org/
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you to think creatively, expansively, and boldly about what solidarity 
looks like from where you stand. Oppression operates through an all-
encompassing and extensive apparatus. 

What power do you bring with you? What skill sets, experiences, and 
resources can you offer? What risks and inconveniences are you willing to 
take? And how will these change over time?

NO SOUNDBITE. 

NO SOUNDBITE. 

NO SOUNDBITE WILL FIX THIS.

WE TEACH LIFE, SIR. 

WE TEACH LIFE, SIR. 

WE, PALESTINIANS, WAKE UP 
EVERY MORNING TO TEACH THE 
REST OF THE WORLD LIFE, SIR

– RAFEEF ZIADAH

Our Palestinian comrades have taught us, over and over again, that 
solidarity is about life. In spite of the silence and violence, we have life. We 
celebrate the life we have in hopes for a just and free world. If not today, 
then tomorrow. From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free.

https://youtu.be/aKucPh9xHtM?si=nmG6GiTjIRji0Yyd
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PREPARE 
What does showing up really mean? We begin by realistically examining what 
solidarity with Palestine looks like and what is at stake.

IDENTIFY 
Start from where you are. Identify the political power you currently hold in the 
communities in which you already belong. We all have a part to play.

ENGAGE 
Examine your community’s entanglements with the Zionist project. Do this by 
naming, de-naturalising, and interrupting the power imbalances perpetuated by 
the Israeli state. For example, through BDS, interrupting the military-industrial 
complex, and interrupting financial and political ties to apartheid.

ORGANISE 
Intentionally build communities of solidarity across borders and sectors. 
Consider how to make movements sustainable and contribute to the 
unglamorous back-end work of movement building. 

REFLECT AND REPEAT 
Solidarity work invites us to reflect on our own positionalities in relation to 
the free and just world we pursue. Interrogate the relations, vocabularies, and 
frameworks that entrench oppression. As the conditions of resistance change 
over time, so, too, should our tactics.

This guide is structured in five parts. In developing this guide, we are 
informed by the movement building traditions of Southern Solidarities, 
Black feminism, and the Palestinian liberation movements. The five parts 
are loosely chronological and intended as a rubric for the readers to 
assess when, where, and how they can enact solidarity in meaningful, 
sustainable, and impactful ways.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
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Since the 7 October attack, those speaking publicly about Palestine 
have faced serious consequences: peaceful protests have been violently 
suppressed across Europe, students have been suspended, publicly 
shamed and harassed, assaulted, and fired; journalists, writers, and 
academics have been harassed, fired, and attacked; public figures, too, 
have been fired, defamed, and horrifically doxxed. Many have faced 
arrest already and many more will face legal consequences as the 
situation unfolds. This is part of a longer history on the suppression and 
criminalisation of Palestine solidarity, and a longer history of Islamophobia. 
This disproportionate and reactionary backlash reflects the essence of 
Palestine solidarity – there is something particularly destabilising about the 
Palestinian cause. As Palestinian geographer Dr. Hashem Abushama writes:

PREPARE YOURSELF

“WHEN IT COMES TO PALESTINE, THEIR VIOLENCE IS 
MOST EXACT AND BRUTAL. AND, THAT IS PRECISELY 

BECAUSE OF THE POWER OF THE PALESTINIAN CAUSE: 
IT PUTS IN QUESTION THE ENTIRE WORLD ORDER – IN 

ITS RACIALIZATION OF BLACK AND BROWN BODIES, 
ITS DENIAL OF THE CONSTITUTIVE AND ACTIVE ROLE 

OF COLONIALISM, IN ITS COORDINATION OF VIOLENCE 
AND EXPLOITATION. IT BRINGS TO THE FOREFRONT THE 
RACIST, CAPITALIST, AND COLONIAL RELATIONS THAT 

UNDERPIN TODAY’S WORLD AND THAT EUROPE AND ITS 
OFFSHOOTS WORK TIRELESSLY TO HIDE.” 

https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/10/30/wyje-o30.html
https://www.wsws.org/en/articles/2023/10/30/wyje-o30.html
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20231018-uks-soas-suspends-students-following-a-solidarity-rally-for-gaza/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2023/10/12/doxxing-truck-students-israel-statement/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2023/10/12/doxxing-truck-students-israel-statement/
https://www.businessinsider.com/nyu-law-student-bar-association-president-blame-israel-hamas-2023-10
https://www.newsweek.com/full-list-reporters-fired-pro-palestinian-remarks-1837834#:~:text=Jackson%20Frank%2C%20a%20sports%20writer,broke%20out%20on%20October%207.
https://theconversation.com/a-palestinian-authors-award-ceremony-has-been-cancelled-at-frankfurt-book-fair-this-sends-the-wrong-signals-at-the-wrong-time-215712
https://www.tiktok.com/@simkern/video/7293537121283886367?lang=en
https://twitter.com/hazarwlabgad/status/1716799400054329560
https://variety.com/2023/digital/news/playboy-drops-mia-khalifa-hamas-attack-israel-disgusting-reprehensible-1235750651/
https://www.thecut.com/2021/05/dua-lipa-slams-ad-calling-her-and-the-hadids-anti-semitic.html
https://www.tmz.com/2023/10/17/hadid-family-receiving-death-threats-palestine-support/
https://www.reuters.com/world/two-women-charged-with-uk-terrorism-offences-after-pro-palestinian-protest-2023-11-03/
https://www.reuters.com/world/two-women-charged-with-uk-terrorism-offences-after-pro-palestinian-protest-2023-11-03/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyTBQgltzWE/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==


7

The Palestinian cause provokes such incendiary reactions precisely 
because it challenges, disentangles, and de-naturalises the fabric of the 
West as it claims to be. The Zionist project has so thoroughly hijacked 
the public imagination that the very mention of Palestine invites fury. To 
put it bluntly, Palestine solidarity comes with costs – interpersonal, legal, 
professional, economic, and reputational, among others. 

Risks, however, are differentially distributed. This is not to minimise the 
very real risk that some people face in voicing their solidarity. Rather, it is 
to be specific about identifying who amongst us faces outsized risks and 
putting the right safeguards in place to prepare and protect ourselves and 
each other. It is no coincidence that individuals who are publicly engaged 
in knowledge-making, culture work, and activism, especially those from 
marginalised communities, have been experiencing the most intense 
backlash. The Zionist project knows all too well the power of language and 
knowledge, and is employing tactics of intimidation to silence and diffuse a 
public display of Palestine solidarity. 

Enacting solidarity with Palestine thus requires us to have a candid 
discussion about our positionality and the risks it presents. Take 
a moment to reflect on what actions make you nervous, hesitant, or 
reluctant. As comrades and allies standing in different positions of power, 
we face varying degrees of risk. For some, especially those with multiple 
axes of marginalisation, the risks are tangible: losing employment, having 
livelihoods destabilised, having risks vis-à-vis immigration, policing, and 
violent encounters intensified - these are most tangible for Palestinians 
who have consistently been the targets of lethal attacks or other extremely 
precarious community members such as undocumented people who 
attend protests. For those of us who are protected by certain privileges , 
the risks can be more amorphous: hearing about the ongoing retaliations 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/26/three-palestinian-men-shot-in-vermont-us-amid-israel-hamas-truce
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/26/three-palestinian-men-shot-in-vermont-us-amid-israel-hamas-truce
https://www.jcwi.org.uk/immigration-advice-for-protestors
https://www.jcwi.org.uk/immigration-advice-for-protestors
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make us speculate the bad things that could conceivably happen to us. 
When they do materialise, they may indeed look like a firing or a series of 
uncomfortable conversations or deportation. It is hard to know. 

Risks are, in fact, “conceptually uncontrollable,” as Douglas and Wildavsky 
write. It is up to all of us, individually and collectively, to realistically assess 
the risks we face and the risks we are willing to absorb. It is through this 
process of candidly confronting our fears and uncertainties that we begin 
to see risk as ultimately “a question of futurity.” If risk taking invites the 
possibility of a better future, then it might be worth taking that chance now 
rather than sacrificing this possible future.

Solidarity, by definition, is disruptive. Solidarity is the willingness to embrace 
a shifting tide, an upheaval that interrupts familiar comforts and privileges in 
our everyday lives, in the name of a better future. And what a luxury that is. 
As Palestinian artist Rana Nazzal writes:

This is what makes solidarity difficult: it beckons us to be visible as 
politicised and political bodies in a shared struggle for liberation. In 
making our Palestine solidarity public and visible, we accept individual 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctt7zw3mr
https://www.rananazzal.com/
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risks in service of a 
collective shift towards a 
more just, humane, and 
caring world. The more 
of us that make ourselves 
known, the more difficult 
it becomes for Zionist 
institutions to squash 
dissent.

Be candid and specific 
in measuring and 
anticipating the risks 
you face and are willing 
to absorb. Fear works 
through vagueness: 
its amorphous shape 
enables its wide reach, disciplining us by sowing the seeds of doubt and 
immobilising us from our bodies and each other. We can temper fear’s 
totalising effect by naming our fears and being specific about the power we 
hold: especially when more of us take action, the more it dilutes the 
potential risks. Together, we hold so much power.

To that end, there are some basic harm reduction and preparation that we 
should all do as individuals and collectives to put safeguards in place:
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DIGITAL SAFETY

Whether we like it or not, social media platforms and other communication 
technologies are an integral part of organising today. 

• Use encrypted platforms and tools to coordinate and mobilise: Jitsi for videoconferencing, 

Proton for email, RiseUpPad and CryptPad for note taking, Signal for messaging 

• Purchase a privacy screen for your devices, especially your smartphones. 

• Remove your personally identifiable information (PII), such as address and pictures, from 

public listings.  

• Consult digital safety guides. There are many, and some require jurisdiction-specific 

resources (especially around data brokers). Some resources below: 

•  The Tech Workers Handbook contains detailed guides for assessing risks 

•  AccessNow digital security helpline 

•  Harm reduction walkthrough from sex worker collective hacking/hustling on doxxing

•  Digital Defenders Partnership’s short- and long-term training sessions

•  Digital safety guide for students and academics: https://bit.ly/DigSafetyGuide  

• Be wary of digital footprint left from payment transactions and GPS signals

https://meet.jit.si/
https://proton.me/mail
https://pad.riseup.net/
https://cryptpad.org/
https://signal.org/download/
https://www.rollingstone.com/product-recommendations/electronics/best-privacy-phone-screen-protector-1234695647/
https://techworkerhandbook.org/
https://www.accessnow.org/help/
https://youtu.be/QWItPW7AX2Q
https://www.digitaldefenders.org/digital-protection-accompaniment/
https://bit.ly/DigSafetyGuide
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: WORKPLACE/AFFILIATED INSTITUTION

Perhaps one of the most immediate sites of backlash is the workplace. In 
many jurisdictions, there are no clear provisions within employment law to 
protect those who express their political beliefs at work, or indeed, even 
in their free time. At the same time, workplaces, universities, and other 
institutions (e.g. trade associations) are often key targets for Palestinian 
activism, as they often have extensive entanglements with the Zionist 
project (see Sections 3 and 4). Therefore, it is important to understand the 
parameters of employee and student rights, and to identify the support 
structures you can call on in case any risks are materialised. 

• Review your institution’s own guidelines around these issues to help you navigate the 

specific barriers you might face - and also as a guide on what might be worth pushing 

back on. For example, many organisations have adopted IHRA’s (International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance) controversial definition of antisemitism which has been criticised 

by various advocacy groups. For example, the European Legal Support Center has been 

pushing against the adoption of IHRA’s guidelines where they argue it has been used to 

suppress advocacy for Palestinian rights. Similarly, multiple branches of the University 

and Colleges Union (UCU) are rejecting IHRA’s definition of and advocating for better 

definitions of antisemitism that do not “dangerously conflate racist views with legitimate 

political criticism.”

• Find out the support available from relevant labour or student unions; this also might be an 

opportunity to organise in these spaces to push for greater support to be made available 

to those being targeted for supporting the Palestinian cause.

• For those with precarious immigration statuses tied to employment, it might be worth 

organising in other domains of life (see Section 2) and being flexible in how you organise.

https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/palestinians-israel-social-media-job-firing_l_654bca09e4b0e3ecaf8bf964
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definition-antisemitism
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definitions-charters/working-definition-antisemitism
https://elsc.support/resources/suppressing-palestinian-rights-advocacy
https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/11591/Equality-motions
https://www.ucu.org.uk/article/11591/Equality-motions
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KNOW YOUR RIGHTS: INTERACTING WITH LAW ENFORCEMENT

Law enforcement is one of the most direct ways that the state disciplines its 
people. With many nation-states supporting the Israeli regime, interacting 
with law enforcement in any capacity poses a number of immediate and 
tangible risks. Similar to the workplace, citizens’ rights when interacting 
with law enforcement varies across jurisdictions and is heavily dependent 
on immigration and visa status. 

• US Know Your Rights Guide by the National Lawyers Guild

• Keep up to date with latest legislative updates

•  US Senate unanimously passed a resolution this month condemning certain activities in  

 college campuses 

•  UK has tabled an anti-boycott bill which civil society are currently fighting

• If you are an organiser, note the particular risks in being a coordinator but also support 

available:

•  European Legal Support Center offers assistance to advocates and groups 

•  Liberty UK on advice to organisers and legal observers

https://www.nlg.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/kyrpamphlet-Eng-May-2015-FINAL.pdf
https://theintercept.com/2023/10/27/palestine-israel-free-speech-retaliation-senate/
https://righttoboycott.org.uk/
https://elsc.support/
https://www.libertyhumanrights.org.uk/advice_information/how-to-organise-a-protest/
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Start by understanding what power you currently hold. We all 
have power in some shape or form, and we hold that power with our 
communities. These communities are often structured around the 
following aspects:

• By location / jurisdiction: where you live, where you pay taxes, the 
language you speak, etc.  

• By kith and kin: chosen and given friends and families 

• By culture / language / faith

• By profession: schools, offices, labs, cultural institutions, government 
bodies, etc.  

• By shared interest: arts, politics, outdoors, sports, etc. 

We anticipate that many will find their communities revolving around their 
workplace or shared interest groups, as many of us structure our lives 
around wage labour and leisure. Investigate what, if any, has already been 
done around Palestine liberation. You can do this by asking your community 
leaders, posing questions during open meetings, and so on. For example, 
see Workers in Palestine’s resource guide including a template motion for 
raising this issue in trade union spaces. 

Identify your co-conspirators and allies. Who can you rely on to join 
you? What are past solidarities you can build on? If you are reading this 
document, you probably already have a few people you have already 
been in conversation with through the recent events. For example, see 
BadSchoolBadSchool’s 7 considerations on building community.

IDENTIFY WHERE YOU ARE

https://www.workersinpalestine.org/resources
https://www.instagram.com/p/Czt8XI7vvXZ/?igshid=ZDE1MWVjZGVmZQ%3D%3D&img_index=1
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There are always connections to 
be made because our struggles 
are interconnected. The settler 
colonial tactics of dehumanisation 
employed by the Israeli state 
mirror those of the British Empire, 
the South African apartheid, 
and Japanese imperialism. The 
connection between the devaluing 
of Palestinian and Arab lives and 
the call for Black Lives Matter is 
abundantly clear. Mainstream media 
coverage of Palestine solidarity that 
minimises and mischaracterizes the 
biggest anti-war demonstration in 
recent history reverberates with the 
flagrant hypocrisy and theatrics of 
the ongoing “Campus Culture Wars.”

“An Appeal by Black Americans Against United 
States Support of the Zionist Government of 

Israel” (2012)

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/10/27/did-british-mandate-pave-way-for-israeli-occupation
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2022/02/israels-system-of-apartheid/
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/japanese-imperialism-and-road-war#:~:text=Japanese%20imperialism%20was%20not%20simply,heard%20today%3A%20Pan%2DAsianism.
https://x.com/jrivanob/status/1719162733948719338?s=20
https://x.com/jrivanob/status/1719162733948719338?s=20
https://mondoweiss.net/2023/10/we-are-witnessing-the-largest-u-s-anti-war-protests-in-20-years/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-dumbest-campus-controversies-of-the-last-decade-teaser/id1651876897?i=1000606568888
https://electronicintifada.net/tags/committee-black-americans-truth-about-middle-east
https://electronicintifada.net/tags/committee-black-americans-truth-about-middle-east
https://electronicintifada.net/tags/committee-black-americans-truth-about-middle-east
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B D S

Once you have identified the power you hold, the next step is to understand 
your specific community’s relationship with the Israeli state. As 
campaigns against the apartheid state in South Africa and Palestine have 
shown us, the settler-colonial project has its reach across multiple sectors 
and domains. It is thus important to first understand your community’s 
specific interests in and ties to the Israeli state. One such strategy of 
examining those interests is:

The BDS Movement: BDS stands for Boycott, Divest, and Sanction. It follows 
the strategies deployed in South Africa to put international pressure on 
the apartheid state. Specifically, it identifies economic, social, cultural, and 
political institutions as key actors that normalise, facilitate, and support the 
workings of an apartheid state:

ENGAGE YOUR COMMUNITY’S ENTANGLEMENTS WITH 
THE ZIONIST PROJECT

BOYCOTT

Withdraw support 
from Israel’s apartheid 
regime, complicit Israeli 
sporting, cultural and 
academic institutions, 
and from all Israeli 
and international 
companies engaged in 
violations of Palestinian 
human rights.

DIVEST

Urge banks, local 
councils, churches, 
pension funds and 
universities to withdraw 
investments from the 
State of Israel and all 
Israeli and international 
companies that sustain 
Israeli apartheid.

SANCTION

Pressure governments 
to fulfil their legal 
obligations to end Israeli 
apartheid, and not aid or 
assist its maintenance, 
by banning business with 
illegal Israeli settlements, 
ending military trade and 
free-trade agreements, 
as well as suspending 
Israel’s membership in 
international forums such 
as UN bodies and FIFA.

https://bdsmovement.net/
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Tracing the Military-Industrial Complex: Along with BDS, tracing the 
extensive reach of Israel’s military-industrial complex makes explicit the 
intertwined nature of oppressive forces – across borders, sectors, and 
geographies.

Israel’s military-industrial complex, which exported $12.5 billion defence 
exports in 2022, is linked to oppressive conditions across the world. The 
largest importer of Israeli arms is India, which received nearly 50% of Israeli 
arms exports between 2013-17 and where these weapons are used by 
Indian security forces, including in Kashmir where the government have 
been accused of severe human rights abuses. The second largest importer 
of Israeli weapons is Azerbaijan, a government that just in September 2023, 
killed 400 and forcibly displaced 120,000 Armenians, who fled from Artsakh 
to Armenia. Similarly, the US is one of Israel’s biggest clients in terms of 
defence exports including arms, surveillance systems, and police exchange 
programmes that have trained thousands of US police where, for years, 
Amnesty has highlighted the similarities in abusive behaviours between 
Israeli and American forces.

This is not a recent development. Israel trained and gave $38 billion worth 
of arms to the Guatemalan state forces responsible for the murder of over 
200,000 Indigenous Mayans during the 1990-1996 civil war. Israel also 
trained and armed Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet’s secret police force 
(1973-1977) responsible for concentration camps, torture centers, and 
the execution of Chilean civilians; the Hutu militas during the Rwandan 
genocide in 1994 which saw the massacre of over 1 million Tutsi civilians in 
100 days; the Serbian army responsible for the Srebrenica genocide in 1995 
where over 8,000 Bosnian muslims were massacred; and the South African 
apartheid regime to oppress the native Black population and assisted in the 
creation of nuclear bombs.

https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/israel-reports-record-125-bln-defence-exports-24-them-arab-partners-2023-06-13/
https://www.reuters.com/business/aerospace-defense/israel-reports-record-125-bln-defence-exports-24-them-arab-partners-2023-06-13/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/25/israelis-appeal-against-training-of-india
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/25/israelis-appeal-against-training-of-india
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/25/israelis-appeal-against-training-of-india
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzJYDJntpaq/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.amnestyusa.org/updates/with-whom-are-many-u-s-police-departments-training-with-a-chronic-human-rights-violator-israel/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CylNlPPOa6c/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=4
https://www.instagram.com/p/CylNlPPOa6c/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=4
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyKfxeTMjMR/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=7
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyKfxeTMjMR/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=7
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyKfxeTMjMR/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=7
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyKfxeTMjMR/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=7
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyKfxeTMjMR/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=7
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Wherever you stand, wherever you look, you will find traces of the militarism 
that enables and sustains oppressive conditions both near and far.

YOUR SYSTEM OF INJUSTICE 

IS COMING TO AN END

AND WHETHER YOU 

RECOGNISE IT OR NOT YET 

IT WILL BE LIBERATING 

FOR YOU TOO

– REMI KANAZI

Tracing Imperialism through financial and political ties: Alongside 
military relationships, another way imperialism persists today is in the ways 
that world powers intervene financially and politically across the globe. This 
interventionism often perpetuates uneven economic-political dependencies 
of colonial pasts. Activists have long made explicit how such imperial ties 
thread together these seemingly disparateinstances of genocide, apartheid, 
and settler-colonialism; and accordingly, their activism seeks to highlight 
and break these uneven imperial relations, aiming in the process to join the 
struggles of oppressed communities around the world.
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Activists have long made explicit the imperial ties that thread together 
ongoing instances of genocide, apartheid, settler-colonialism, and other 
manifestations of empire; and targeting these financial and political 
relationships to break the cycle and to join the struggles of seemingly 
distant communities. 

For example, some such efforts make explicit the embeddedness of 
western interventionism across different sites of oppression. This includes 
the USA’s annual gift of over $3 billion dollars in military aid to Israel, directly 
channelling US tax dollars into the ethnic cleansing of Palestinian people for 
over decades. Furthermore, the US and UK governments and corporations, 
such as BP and Bae Systems, are collaborating with Israel to claim 
undeveloped offshore gas fields in Gaza — reserves that are worth billions 
of dollars. At the same time in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
similar entanglements are seen where the US, UK, and French governments 
provide Rwanda and Uganda militas significant military and financial 
support to invade regions in DRC that contain coltan, cobalt and other 
precious minerals, perpetuating what has been called a silent genocide in 
the region. 

Navigating these legacies of power is a messy task but as the Racial Justice 
Network contends, we need to find ways to hold these complexities while 
also centring those who are most impacted by imperialist devastation; to 
‘stand in solidarity with people who are subject to displacement, apartheid, 
genocide, ecocide, violence and harm in Palestine, Sudan, Yemen, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and others all over the world’. This does not 
mean conflating struggles which are always contextually specific but rather 
highlighting the shared roots of injustice that may be stemming from where 
you are standing because, sometimes, the change that needs to happen 
is not only where a particular conflict is unfolding, but also at the locus 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel%E2%80%93United_States_military_relations
https://www.declassifieduk.org/flagship-british-firms-set-to-profit-amid-israels-war-on-gaza/
https://www.planetcritical.com/p/everybody-wants-gazas-gas
https://www.planetcritical.com/p/everybody-wants-gazas-gas
https://migrantsrights.org.uk/2023/11/07/silent-genocides/
https://migrantsrights.org.uk/2023/11/07/silent-genocides/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzBQiZ6gp5t/?igshid=ZDE1MWVjZGVmZQ==
https://racialjusticenetwork.co.uk/standing-in-solidarity-with-our-siblings-in-palestine-sudan-the-democratic-republic-of-congo-and-yemen-against-continued-colonisation/
https://racialjusticenetwork.co.uk/standing-in-solidarity-with-our-siblings-in-palestine-sudan-the-democratic-republic-of-congo-and-yemen-against-continued-colonisation/
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of power located in distant 
imperial cores. As Ghassan 
Kanafani writes, “Imperialism 
has laid its body over the 
world, the head in Eastern 
Asia, the heart in the Middle 
East, its arteries reaching 
Africa and Latin America. 
Wherever you strike it, you 
damage it, and you serve the 
world revolution.”

https://www.palestinechronicle.com/ghassan-kanafani-voice-of-palestine-1936-1972/
https://www.palestinechronicle.com/ghassan-kanafani-voice-of-palestine-1936-1972/
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Organising is the process through which people come together to enact 
power in pursuit of a shared goal. It is, by definition, collective, and goal-
oriented: a series of specific and deliberate actions can bring about 
powerful collective results. While there is a need for big symbolic gestures 
in pivotal moments, much of organising is an exercise in logistics and 
relationships. Logistics help us figure out the when, where, how, and 
why of each action, and how they relate to each other. Relationships of the 
people coming together create a strong foundation of trust and power. 

Organising, of course, does not happen in a vacuum. Many of us are 
juggling our 9-5’s, caring for children, elders, and friends, while trying 
to squeeze in time for life-affirming hobbies and pursuits. We are all 
overstretched, overwhelmed, and overworked. The conditions of our 
everyday lives adds an imperative for organising to be effective and efficient. 
Reflecting on the organising processes of the feminist second-wave 
movement, Jo Freeman recommends meticulous planning, intentional 
relationship building, and clear decision-making structure as “a 
boon to the overworked person.” Our time is a resource, and a valuable 
one at that. Below are common phases of organising to help structure 
your organising. We have included an organising toolkit at the end of this 
document to guide you further.

ORGANISE CROSS-BORDER/SECTOR SOLIDARITIES

• Recruitment and relationship 
building

• Power mapping and identifying 
allies/targets 

• Goal setting and strategy 
development 

• Decision-making structure and 
process 

• Escalations and timelines 

https://www.jofreeman.com/joreen/tyranny.htm
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Beyond immediate and visible actions, consider how to make movements 
sustainable and contribute to the unglamorous back-end of community 
building. This includes contributing to creating spaces for this work, 
sticking your neck out, and creating mutual aid networks such as protecting 
each other (e.g. when someone in your network becomes the victim of 
targeted attacks). Progressive spaces are often atomised - push back on 
these isolating tactics by finding the threads of oppression and complicity 
that run across various struggles.

Below is a list of campaigns across various sectors, fields, and domains. 
This is a partial and growing list, and we share them as a starting point for 
building communities with those already engaged in solidarity work. If you 
find your communities reflected in this list, we encourage you to reach out 
to build on their ongoing work. If you do not see your communities reflected, 
we encourage you to build your own. Please email us for any additional links 
at rootedsolidarities@protonmail.com.

https://www.instagram.com/p/Cyf1kONt1hl/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cyf1kONt1hl/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
mailto:rootedsolidarities%40protonmail.com?subject=
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ACADEMIA 

Academics and teachers are public servants afforded the privilege of 
producing and translating truth and knowledge. Educational environments 
including at primary, secondary, tertiary, and other settings present unique 
opportunities to speak truth to power through critique, citation, and public 
scholarship.

• Palestinian Campaign for the Arts and Academia (via BDS Movement)

• Dutch Academia

• Sociologists in Solidarity with Gaza

• Academic boycott (via BDS Movement)

• Call to action from the Accountability Archive

• Maslaha on how to make a classroom safe for all children

• Bahujan Economists Solidarity Statement

https://bdsmovement.net/pacbi
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5iBdA7MXwj8Fv5YVSCSTO-9aMxgq2CVHINnDJYfkh7TeNoA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJTEwpU0F-0cJgsT95v1qcgZzKaU0Gwl5r7zSGUiRlHA2LPw/viewform?usp=send_form
https://bdsmovement.net/academic-boycott#action
https://twitter.com/archivegenocide/status/1720457017620340883?s=46&t=4Cefxu41nfsCswXUTSqPFw
https://www.maslaha.org/Project/how-to-make-a-safe-classroom-for-all-children
https://twitter.com/bahujanecon/status/1716485389274542545?s=46&t=C_9HtR6gOfYxLzxeHtnbiw
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ART, DESIGN, CULTURE & ENTERTAINMENT

Cultural workers which include artists, architects, writers, curators, actors, 
publishers, editors, and influencers play an important role in pushing 
back against the Zionist project, especially in the many cultural and public 
spheres of contestations.

• JustSeeds Collective: printmakers in solidarity with Palestine

• Writers Against the War on Gaza

• Dropbox of Palestine-related artworks

• Artists for Watermelons 

• Between East: entertainment company for Middle Eastern and North African talents 

worldwide

• Palestinian Campaign for the Arts and Academia (via BDS Movement)

https://justseeds.org/graphic/palestine-will-be-free-graphic-care-package/
https://www.writersagainstthewarongaza.com/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/7lf1x2ygi9x6u6r0mxs9r/h?rlkey=tnq4ewdlmkmmhf9j0akhzu1s4&dl=0&mc_cid=c8137117f7
https://www.instagram.com/artistsforwatermelons/
https://www.betweeneast.com/
https://bdsmovement.net/pacbi
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ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE JUSTICE 

Greenwashing refers to when an oppressor appeals to environmental 
rights in order to deflect attention from the violence it perpetuates; a tactic 
commonly used by the Israeli government. To advocate for climate justice 
includes advocating against the billion dollar military industrial complex of 
the Israel state and the ongoing oppression in Palestine. 

• It Takes Roots alliance (an alliance with 200 groups in more than 50 territories led by 

minorities) in solidarity with Palestine 

• Indigenous Environmental Network in solidarity with Palestine

• Climate Action Network International

• Michigan Environmental Justice Coalition

https://bdsmovement.net/COP27-Palestine-Is-A-Climate-Justice-Issue
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/10/5/interwoven-struggles-the-green-paradox-meets-the-palestine-paradox
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzLfJdsuXUr/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://ittakesroots.org/ceasefire/
https://ittakesroots.org/ceasefire/
https://twitter.com/IENearth/status/1719361138264084571
https://climatenetwork.org/2023/10/20/climate-action-network-calls-for-a-ceasefire-now/
https://twitter.com/weareMEJC/status/1717172274388672723
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RACE-, CASTE-, FAITH-, AND PLACE-BASED GROUPS

There is a long tradition of solidarity with Palestine among communities of 
colour, faith, displacement, and diaspora.

• Black Lives Matter UK

• Jewish Voice of Peace in Solidarity with Palestine

• South Asian solidarity with Palestine

• Sikh Solidarity with Palestine Solidarity

• Hong Kong in solidarity with Palestine liberation 

• Regional Coalition for Women Human Rights Defenders in South West Asia and North 

Africa

• Cultural boycott (via BDS Movement)

• Tamil-Palestine Solidarities 

• Marginalised communities in India in Solidarity with Palestine 

• National federation of Dalit Women in India in solidarity with Palestine 

• Solidarity Statement from Jewish members of Showing Up for Racial Justice Bay Area

• Racial Justice Network Statement

• Africa4Palestine Solidarity Statement 

• Black Women Radicals Solidarity Statement

• Black for Palestine Statement

• Arab Resource & Organizing Center’s (AROC) statement on Palestine

• Na’amod, a group of Jewish people in the UK,  in Solidarity with Palestine 

https://x.com/ukblm/status/1712448587538239793?s=46&t=4Cefxu41nfsCswXUTSqPFw
https://www.jewishvoiceforpeace.org/2023/10/07/statement23-10-07/
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cyd7ieUuvYj/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.panthpunjab.com/p/sikh-solidarity-with-palestines-liberation
https://x.com/lausanhk/status/1710794218715680826?s=46&t=4Cefxu41nfsCswXUTSqPFw
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyQZbGUNatL/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyQZbGUNatL/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://bdsmovement.net/cultural-boycott
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyiF0shIrIc/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cyv00jVPNz_/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cyq8DItOmpF/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.surjbayarea.org/justice-for-palestine-solidarity-statement8203.html
https://racialjusticenetwork.co.uk/standing-in-solidarity-with-our-siblings-in-palestine-sudan-the-democratic-republic-of-congo-and-yemen-against-continued-colonisation/
https://africa4palestine.com/2023/10/07/africa4palestine-supports-palestinian-resistance-and-condemns-israeli-attacks/
https://www.blackwomenradicals.com/blog-feed/black-feminist-perspectives-on-palestine-a-reading-list
https://www.blackforpalestine.com/2023statement.html
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyRKJ4evRdZ/?img_index=1
https://twitter.com/NaamodUK/status/1726652100971753879
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LABOUR

There is not a single area of life untouched by the working people. Wherever 
they stand, workers hold an immense power to disrupt the various supply 
chains that enable apartheid regimes.

• Belgian transport workers refusing to handle weapons

• Cultural organisations and workers

• Palestinian Trade Unions calling on solidarity to end funding, research, labour, and trade 

related to arming Israel 

• General strike in Germany

• Trade Union in Italy 

• US Labour for Palestine 

• Sex Workers’ Union in solidarity with Palestine 

https://twitter.com/BTnewsroom/status/1719430620839883245
https://www.instagram.com/p/CPDn-wKleYO/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CydjdYrMck1/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CydjdYrMck1/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cybkw8LMUQp/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyiMx9DshTn/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CygLpILo4BA/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://twitter.com/swunion_uk/status/1717612611452162488
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LAW

The current crisis is entangled in legal structures across various scales 
where legal workers, legal scholars and lawyers play an important role in 
safeguarding the larger solidarity network, enforcing Palestinian rights to 
self-determination, prosecuting Zionist war crimes, and challenging legal 
frameworks that support colonialist and imperialist power structures.

• Palestine Legal

• US National Lawyers Guild

• European Legal Support Center’s actions against suppressing Palestinian activism

• Palestine Legal Referral Service in Canada

• UK lawyers’ open letter concerning Gaza

• Haldane Society’s Statement on Palestine

• Rabea Eghbariah’s Piece: The Ongoing Nakba: Towards a Legal Framework for Palestine

https://twitter.com/elsclegal/status/1726667115829334434?s=46&t=4Cefxu41nfsCswXUTSqPFw
https://www.haldane.org/news/2023/10/15/the-haldane-society-of-socialist-lawyers-statement-on-the-war-in-israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opt
https://www.haldane.org/news/2023/10/15/the-haldane-society-of-socialist-lawyers-statement-on-the-war-in-israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opt
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/11/9/three-rights-groups-file-icc-lawsuit-against-israel-over-gaza-genocide
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/harvard-law-review-gaza-israel-genocide/
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/harvard-law-review-gaza-israel-genocide/
https://palestinelegal.org/resources
https://www.nlg.org/
https://twitter.com/elsclegal/status/1726667115829334434?s=46&t=4Cefxu41nfsCswXUTSqPFw
https://twitter.com/palestinelabour/status/1726674317549895999?s=46&t=4Cefxu41nfsCswXUTSqPFw
https://lawyersletter.uk/
https://www.haldane.org/news/2023/10/15/the-haldane-society-of-socialist-lawyers-statement-on-the-war-in-israel-and-the-occupied-palestinian-territories-opt
https://www.thenation.com/article/archive/harvard-law-review-gaza-israel-genocide/
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MEDIA AND JOURNALISM 

The ongoing disinformation campaign from the Israeli state exposes how 
corrupt mainstream media institutions are and have become. Palestinian 
and Arab journalists have been relentlessly combating institution-wide 
silencing and gaslighting.

• Electronic Intifada

• MENA and Palestinian scholars calling on US journalist

• Solidarity and support group via Twitter 

• Respond Crisis Translation volunteering to assist translating and interpreting for journalist 

covering Palestine

• Publishers for Palestine statement of solidarity

https://electronicintifada.net/tags/committee-black-americans-truth-about-middle-east
https://sites.google.com/view/scholarsofpalestineopenletter/home
https://x.com/TulikaBose_/status/1714694791961661483?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/respond_crisis/p/CyR4AJupInP/?img_index=1
https://publishersforpalestine.org/2023/11/15/statement-of-solidarity/
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PUBLIC HEALTH, DIS/ABILITY 

The current crisis in Gaza illustrates how the Zionist state is leveraging 
public health as a weapon of war by restricting access to clean water and 
food, withholding medical resources and services, and targeting hospitals. 
The Israeli government has furthermore historically employed deliberate 
maiming as a strategy of oppressive control, such as through their practice 
of “shooting to cripple”. There have also been reports of the Israeli military 
harvesting and conducting other forms of illicit organ trade. Surviving 
Palestinians will live in mass debilitation involving severe physical and 
mental disabilities. Healthcare workers and scholars play an important role, 
not only as medical aid providers, but also as policymakers and thinkers 
with an eye toward long-term implications of surviving the apartheid.

• People’s CDC: Healthcare Workers Against Genocide

• UK Healthcare professionals in solidarity with Palestine 

• Māori doctors in solidarity with Palestine  

• Gaza Medics: International Team of Medics in Solidarity with Gaza

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/10/14/water-a-matter-of-life-and-death-for-gaza-strip-says-un-agency#:~:text=More%20than%20two%20million%20Palestinians,Nations%20is%20raising%20alarms%20about.&text=The%20United%20Nations%20refugee%20agency,Israel%20cut%20their%20water%20supplies
https://www.hrw.org/news/2007/10/19/israel-government-blocks-medical-evacuations-gaza
https://www.dukeupress.edu/the-right-to-maim
https://www.dukeupress.edu/the-right-to-maim
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/04/gaza-strip-protesters-received-bullet-wounds-to-ankles-medics-report
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2009/dec/21/israeli-pathologists-harvested-organs
https://medium.com/@ASll0_/debunking-the-worlds-largest-skin-bank-how-israelis-harvest-organs-without-consent-d8415b266a55
https://sites.google.com/view/hcwforpalestine?usp=sharing
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyruhhaowdP/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CynheB2v3Y4/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/gazamedicvoices/?hl=en
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FEMINIST & QUEER COMMUNITIES 

Feminist and queer communities have asserted that anti-colonialism 
is a feminist and queer issue and have interrogated, in particular, the 
many feminist/queer intersections in the Zionist project. For example, 
pinkwashing refers to when an oppressor appeals to queer rights in order to 
deflect attention from the violence it perpetuates. As a long-standing Zionist 
PR strategy, it aims to absolve Israel’s colonial violence while demonising 
Palestinian society. However, you cannot have queer liberation while 
apartheid and other oppressions exist.

• The Palestinian Feminist Collective’s Love Letter to Palestine 

• Liberatory Demand from Queers in Palestine

• International Queer solidarity with Palestine 

• London Trans Pride in solidarity with Palestine  

• Queers for Palestine 

• Pinko Statement of Solidarity

• Feminist in solidarity with Palestinian resistance

• Decolonial Feminist Solidarity 

https://decolonizepalestine.com/rainbow-washing/pinkwashing/
https://decolonizepalestine.com/rainbow-washing/pinkwashing/
https://uscpr.org/activist-resource/grassroots-advocacy-toolkit/palestine-as-a-queer-struggle/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzWvUTULg27/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cyy3CiPI9Ex/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%253D%253D
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyyjpueIWLF/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://linktr.ee/queersforpalestine
https://pinko.online/event/palestine-support
https://x.com/kohljournal/status/1713866829943243250?s=46&t=4Cefxu41nfsCswXUTSqPFw
https://www.instagram.com/p/CylcZ0_uRoD/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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ANTI-POLICING, MILITARY & SURVEILLANCE MOVEMENTS

As discussed, the Zionist project is enabled by the military-industrial 
complex that spans geographies. Movements have targeted, for example, 
supply chains of lethal arms and invasive technology systems. For instance, 
interventions to the Zionist project in tech have primarily focused on the 
sector’s ties to the military through the development, sale, and deployment 
of surveillance technology. Palestine is being used as a testing ground 
for new military technology, such as AI-powered automated weaponry. 
The Israeli state has a long history of trading military and surveillance 
technology to aid fascist governments and violent law enforcements around 
the world. 

• No Tech for Apartheid

• Deadly Exchange

• Digital Violence

• Surveillance Technology Oversight Project (STOP)

• Critical Resistance’s Abolitionist Statement on Palestine

https://twitter.com/marwasf/status/1573574943106908162?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.jpost.com/arab-israeli-conflict/gaza-news/guardian-of-the-walls-the-first-ai-war-669371
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/8/what-you-need-to-know-about-israeli-spyware-pegasus
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/2/8/what-you-need-to-know-about-israeli-spyware-pegasus
https://digitalviolence.org/#/
https://www.notechforapartheid.com/
https://deadlyexchange.org/about-deadly-exchange/
https://digitalviolence.org/#/
https://www.stopspying.org/
https://criticalresistance.org/event/free-palestine-2023/
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Reflection is an integral part of the organising process. The focus of 
reflection can vary, from your own positionality and the impact of the 
actions taken, to your group’s theory of change. Below, we break down 
different ways of engaging in reflection for yourself and your comrades.

REFLECT ON YOUR STRATEGIES 

Debriefing describes the process of reporting on an action/intervention that 
has already taken place. In debriefing an action, the objective is to evaluate 
how impactful an action was in actualising your goal.

It is important to have a frank conversation about evaluating the impact of 
your actions. Interventions take a lot of time and energy and may not always 
be impactful. The critique of “slacktivism” in recent years is an example 
of an individualised and atomised set of actions that are low effort and 
low impact. Slacktivism may feel satisfactory, but they are not necessarily 
impactful in reaching its stated goal of raising public awareness. This is not 

to discount the necessity of “having 
wins” in organising. It is important for 
people to understand and actualise 
the power they hold, and do so 
through collective actions. But that 
sense of power is best actualised 
when in service of a meaningful 
outcome. 

REFLECT ON YOUR STRATEGIES, POSITIONALITY, AND 
THEORY OF CHANGE; AND REPEAT 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2010/aug/12/clicktivism-ruining-leftist-activism
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When debriefing, consider evaluating impact vs. effort. Below are some 
questions to guide your debriefing sessions: 

• What were you hoping to achieve with your action? 

• Did your action successfully accomplish that goal? 

• What went well? Highlight, recognise, and celebrate the positives and the 
wins. 

• What could have changed? Be descriptive and specific in naming areas 
for improvement. 

• How did the participants of the action feel about the action? What new 
insights and relationships emerged from this action?

REFLECT ON YOUR THEORY OF CHANGE 

At the time of writing this document, the world is calling for a ceasefire. 
For some, their call to action ends with the ceasefire. For the rest of us, 
our call to action begins and continues with the ceasefire. This brings 
into focus how our strategies and relationship to the Palestinian cause 
are informed by our theory of change – the problems you seek to address, 
desired outcomes, and the strategies needed to get there. To supplement 
the organising toolkit provided below, we will note just two prompts of 
reflection:

REFLECTING ACROSS BORDERS AND SECTORS

Section 2 discussed the interconnected nature of the Palestinian struggle 
for liberation. It follows then, that the long term horizons of your efforts 
should consider the many connections across borders and communities, 
as well as the shared roots of injustices. As Robin Kelly writes in From the 

https://www.instagram.com/p/CyqnRpIOs8D/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26873236?seq=17
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River to the Sea to Every Mountain Top, solidarity is more than short-term 
coalitions, solidarity is worldmaking—a ‘prefigurative politics that demands 
of us a deeper transformation of society and of our relationships to one 
another’; not just a condition of shared oppressions but also shared visions 
and enactments of liberation.

• The work of the oppressor serves to isolate us, do not let this 
happen. What bridges between communities are being fostered, and 
what are the coalitions that could be made? What is the shared task 
at hand? Who are the people we have been atomised from in modern 
capitalist structures? How have colonial legacies of ‘divide and conquer’ 
persisted in today’s society?

• As you reflect on your strategies and horizons, remember to take into 
account what work you are drawing from, and the ripples that are made 
beyond your immediate space. What counts as ‘successes’ in your 
project, and what foundations and past lessons are you building on? How 
will the groundwork you build help with the next set of actions? 

• Conversely, remember to consider: how do we ensure our work in one 
place does not undermine oppressed communities elsewhere?
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REFLECTING ON YOUR POSITIONALITY

What is your relationship to 
Palestine? How might we draw 
on our relationship to Palestine to 
reflect on how we contribute to 
worldmaking? For instance, Afreen 
Faridi writes that one thing that 
Palestine teaches us as scholars 
of politics and law is that we must 
‘rethink how Western morality, 
theory and institutions are taught 
in the classrooms of the Global 
South [....] We need to re-centre 
such critiques in our classrooms 
and contextualise them against local injustices. At the same time, we need 
to rethink rights and justice as collaborative regimes by bringing back local 
knowledge from colonial obscurity’. 

Reflecting on your relationship to Palestine is an invitation to examine the 
entrenched vocabularies and frameworks that our current systems are built 
on. As Angela Davis reminds, ‘Black solidarity with Palestine allows us to 
understand the nature of contemporary racism more deeply’. 

IF YOU HAVE COME TO HELP ME, 
YOU ARE WASTING YOUR TIME. 

IF YOU HAVE COME BECAUSE 
YOUR LIBERATION IS BOUND UP 

WITH MINE, 

THEN LET US WORK TOGETHER.

- LILLA WATSON

https://lillanetwork.wordpress.com/about/
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If the Zionist project includes the destruction of cultural, intellectual and 
epistemologies from Palestinian communities, then part of the resistance 
is to also counter this in the many ways available to us. Again, as the 
scholarship and activism on Southern solidarities remind us, this work is not 
about ‘allyship’, it is a deep commitment to a world otherwise. 

• Are the horizons of your work restricted by certain frameworks? Do 
you fall back into western or UN foundations of human rights? Are you 
working within the bounds of liberal, capitalism, and colonialism’s logics 
or do you seek to interrupt them? 

•  What are the vocabularies you are adopting and translating? As Moon-
Kie Jung writes, ‘as Words will fail, but we must fail radically better’. 

•  Read The Interactive Encyclopedia of the Palestine Question on: 
Sumud and Nakba

•  Students for Justice in Palestine at GWU on the word Martyr 

•  Khadija Dajani and Sharif Mosa on Qaher and Ma’lesh

•  Nazira Bibi on Thekla 

•  Respond Crisis Translation on mistranslating the movement and 
how language can be used to weaponised and Slow Factory on how 
language enables genocide 

• What are we learning, dismantling, and remaking in our work of 
solidarity as worldmaking?

https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy1YQTmvLOr/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=1
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2332649219832550
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/2332649219832550
https://www.palquest.org/en/about
https://www.palquest.org/en/highlight/33633/sumud
https://www.palquest.org/en/highlight/6585/meanings-nakba
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzDPuoRsfVm/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CyhO1kGNWm4/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy1mzsyNWI8/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/Cy57lbfs2iz/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzJ0odAP_l-/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=1
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What does sustained, cross-border, cross-sector solidarities look like in 
practice? We take #BlocktheBoat as an example. 

#BlocktheBoat campaign emerged from calls to actions across various 
communities, urging for a concerted effort to halt Israel’s supply chain of 
lethal weapons. As a movement that spanned across time and space, it 
embodied elements of what was discussed above:

CASE STUDY: #BLOCKTHEBOAT

Bay area activists at the Port of Oakland to protest a US military ship scheduled to 
take weapons to Israel.  November 3, 2023. By Brooke Anderson (Twitter).

https://bdsmovement.net/news/block-boat-longest-blockade-israeli-zim-ship-history
https://x.com/movementphotog/status/1720638238262726911?s=20
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1. PREPARE 

Behind each action is a series of iterative conversations between workers 
and organisers that stake out the distribution of risk and successes in this 
work. See Workers in Palestine’s guide on organising with trade unions to 
build solidarity action for these such discussions around the #BlocktheBoat 
campaign.

In particular, they advise that such actions need to be done in close 
collaboration with relevant workers (such as dock workers, seafarers, and 
factory workers), trade unions, and local activists where these communities 
have important knowledge on protection and risks of potential actions. 
Workers in Palestine gives the example on how trade unions were able to 
provide certain legal protections for the protests at the port of Oakland, US, 
in 2023 by invoking the ‘health and safety’ clause in its contract. Conversely, 
there are important legal considerations in different jurisdiction that may 
place protesters, workers, and unionists at risk where special precautions 
were taken to protect the minoritised members of the community.

2. IDENTIFY

Across geographies, people did the work of untangling their community’s 
entanglement in Zionist projects; making explicit both the complicity of 
their own systems to colonialism but also the power they held. For example, 
trade unions hold enormous amounts of latent power as they represent the 
work necessary to make things run—an absence of which grinds even the 
largest machinery of oppression to a grinding halt. Workers, trade unions, 
and community activists furthermore possess important insider knowledge 
of industries which can help to identify targets and leverage the timing and 
location of supply chains. 

https://twitter.com/WorkersinPales1
https://assets-global.website-files.com/6531c17aabbc6ae3b7ad1103/6553707b338e260f9245aa4f_Lessons%20on%20Organizing%20with%20Trade%20Unions%20to%20Build%20Solidarity%20Actions%20-digital.pdf
https://assets-global.website-files.com/6531c17aabbc6ae3b7ad1103/6553707b338e260f9245aa4f_Lessons%20on%20Organizing%20with%20Trade%20Unions%20to%20Build%20Solidarity%20Actions%20-digital.pdf
https://www.hamiltonnolan.com/p/labor-against-war
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3. ENGAGE

These movements enacted BDS at strategic leverage points exposed 
through tracing Israel’s military-industrial complex. Tipped off by the Israeli 
boat company’s own schedule, worker whistleblowing, port and union 
authorities, journalistic investigations, as well as satellite tracking and 
online marine tracking services, the series of strikes returned again and 
again; each time further embedding a culture of resistance and solidarity. 
This series of action moreover builds on and learns from the long histories 
of dock work resistance. This includes Denmark and Sweden (1963), the 
US (1984) and UK (1988), where workers refused shipping for apartheid 
South Africa. Likewise, it includes dock workers in South Africa (2008) 
who refused to unload weapons destined for Zimbabwe’s Mugabe regime. 
Similarly, in the US where workers refused to handle cargo for Nazi 
Germany in 1934, fascist Italy in 1935, the Pinochet dictatorship in Chile in 
1978, and South African Apartheid in 1984.

4. ORGANISE

Coalitions were formed across more than a decade and across thousands 
of miles. In 2009-2010, in response to the devastation during Operation 
Cast Lead and on the Freedom Flotilla, resistance efforts started targeting 
docking ports where arms were being transported to Israel. Among the first 
to instigate these strikes in 2010 were dockworkers and unions in Kerala, 
which has a long history of worker justice movements, and in South Africa, a 
place with its own legacies of apartheid and of resistance. Alongside a call 
to action by the Palestinian General Federation of Trade Unions (PGFTU), 
strikes were instigated in Sweden, Turkey, US, Norway, and Malaysia.

In 2014, in response to yet another escalation in Gaza which saw over 
600 Palestinians massacred in two weeks, PGFTU issued another call 
to action which was responded to by many additional trade unions and 

https://revolutionaryfrontlines.wordpress.com/2014/10/30/block-the-boat-declares-decisive-victory-over-apartheid-israel/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzJze29PqjO/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D&img_index=6
https://laborforpalestine.net/2010/06/
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/abs/on-durbans-docks/introduction-dock-workers-in-south-african-history/4C8E778EDF3D89E8939AED7955CA47C8
https://bolshevik.org/1917/no2/no02basa.html
https://bdsmovement.net/news/blockade-dockers-respond-israel%E2%80%99s-flotilla-massacre-and-gaza-siege
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4407517?casa_token=5mjvvRfeBsQAAAAA%3Azu0jne5pEzkO8HJapoY9-hby3Or7IAQQWJoRI9gZ6CqD-iaNlLzi_s7yleJi7WMAxKhP4qUABRIc3U2G4G50-7jLEY0s0pwT6SnW_oZJquJZdXJ7pYvfuA
https://bdsmovement.net/news/blockade-dockers-respond-israel%E2%80%99s-flotilla-massacre-and-gaza-siege
https://bdsmovement.net/news/blockade-dockers-respond-israel%E2%80%99s-flotilla-massacre-and-gaza-siege
https://www.etun-palestine.org/site/2023/10/16/an-urgent-call-from-palestinian-trade-unions-end-all-complicity-stop-arming-israel/
https://bdsmovement.net/news/blockade-dockers-respond-israel%E2%80%99s-flotilla-massacre-and-gaza-siege
http://www.labournet.net/docks2/1007/blockade1.html
https://labornotes.org/blogs/2010/06/bay-area-dockworkers-answer-palestinian-call-solidarity
https://bdsmovement.net/news/stand-palestinian-workers-gaza-call-trade-union-solidarity
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thousands of protesters. In the Port of Oakland, community pickets held 
down the boat transporting arms for five consecutive days, where protests 
continued for another three months. The actions continued in the ports 
in California, Seattle, Vancouver, Washington, Florida and supported by 
protests in urban centres such as New York. In 2021, PGFTU made a 
call to action in response to yet another escalation of ethnic cleansing in 
Palestine which saw thousands of protesters return for 2 weeks at Oakland. 
This continued in Prince Rupert, Canada, where First Nations people and 
port workers prevented that same ship from Oakland from docking for two 
days. Meanwhile, communities in  Seattle, New York, Texas, New Jersey, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Canada, South Africa and Italy also mobilised in 
blocking the weapons supply chain to Israel.

Unexpected alliances grew across communities: dock workers, 
neighbourhood groups, Indigenous communities, journalists, citizens in 
urban centres, and more.

5. REFLECT

The days, weeks, and months of delays incurred on ships that carried 
lethal weapons created various immediate setbacks for the Zionist regime 
at crucial times of heavy escalation by the Israeli state. Furthermore, Zico 
Tamela, International Secretary of the South African Transport and Allied 
Workers Union, asserted that these strikes sought for the ‘isolation of 
Israel in terms of arms embargo, economically, culturally, socially, and 
otherwise’; a continuation of the resistance from workers against apartheid 
South Africa. Lara Kiswani, Executive Director of the Arab Resource and 
Organizing Center (AROC), similarly stated that this movement is not just 
an enactment of solidarity, it is an interruption of international commerce 
and capitalism, and building community and worker solidarity across 
geographies. The influences of these series of strikes is also contextualised 

https://www.ajplus.net/stories/disrupting-apartheids-supply-chain
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/charlotte-silver/us-activists-block-israeli-cargo-mass-shutdown-west-coast-ports
https://www.kiro7.com/news/education/block-boat-protest-tacoma-leads-fight/82009483/
https://mondoweiss.net/2014/11/tampa-block-the-boat/
https://electronicintifada.net/blogs/charlotte-silver/us-activists-block-israeli-cargo-mass-shutdown-west-coast-ports
https://www.etun-palestine.org/site/2021/05/24/palestinian-trade-unions-call-for-immediate-and-urgent-action-from-international-trade-unions/
https://bdsmovement.net/Block-The-Boat-International-Week-Of-Action
https://www.ajplus.net/stories/disrupting-apartheids-supply-chain
https://www.ajplus.net/stories/disrupting-apartheids-supply-chain
https://www.ajplus.net/stories/disrupting-apartheids-supply-chain
https://blocktheboat.org/actions-by-city/
https://blocktheboat.org/actions-by-city/
https://blocktheboat.org/actions-by-city/
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2021/05/24/south-african-dockworkers-to-boycott-israeli-ships-until-total-liberation-of-palestinian-people-union/
https://menasolidaritynetwork.com/2021/06/09/how-we-blocked-israeli-ship-italian-dockers-speak-out/
https://bdsmovement.net/news/blockade-dockers-respond-israel%E2%80%99s-flotilla-massacre-and-gaza-siege
https://bdsmovement.net/news/blockade-dockers-respond-israel%E2%80%99s-flotilla-massacre-and-gaza-siege
https://www.transportsig.com/research-and-education/sa-transport-related-bodiesx/412-south-african-transport-and-allied-workers-union-satawu
https://www.transportsig.com/research-and-education/sa-transport-related-bodiesx/412-south-african-transport-and-allied-workers-union-satawu
https://www.ajplus.net/stories/disrupting-apartheids-supply-chain
https://www.araborganizing.org/
https://www.araborganizing.org/
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in the wider landscape of resistance in the Business of Backlash by the 
International Jewish Anti-Zionist Network. 

The immediate and slow victories of such actions can be hard to capture; 
the longer legacies of resistance can often emerge only decades, or 
perhaps lifetimes, later. Nevertheless, the importance of these strikes is felt 
and the foundations laid provide solid footing for the work and world that is 
to come. 

As we write this in 2023, another series of action is unfolding in Belgium, 
Australia, as well as back on the port of Oakland, where the same boat from 
Oakland is currently being blocked by protesters, trade unions, and car 
jams at the Port of Tacoma in Washington alongside Indigenous activists on 
boats at the shore. 

How far will our solidarities take us? We do not yet know what we could be.

http://www.ijan.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/IJAN-Business-of-Backlash-full-report-web.pdf
http://www.ijan.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/IJAN-Business-of-Backlash-full-report-web.pdf
https://blocktheboat.org/
https://www.etun-palestine.org/site/2023/10/31/belgian-transport-unions-refuse-to-load-and-unload-weapons-going-to-israel-and-call-for-an-immediate-ceasefire/
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzOyIJSvJwf/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/port-of-oakland-israel-palestine-protest-18467900.php
https://www.instagram.com/p/CzTwer8LYbS/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CzUjAzMv8Kc/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
https://www.instagram.com/reel/CzUjAzMv8Kc/?igshid=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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RESOURCES TO HELP YOU ORGANISE

General resources are documented http://Bit.ly/SoliRes4Pali.

ORGANISING TOOLKITS

• Grassroots Global Justice Alliance 
resource page includes organising 
and facilitation guides 

• INCITE! Resources for organising

• Re:Power organising courses

• Beautiful Trouble toolbox

• Toolkits from Shut It Down 4 
Palestine including toolkits to 
engage media workers, students, 
store keepers, healthcare 
professionals, and other workers

• Workers in Palestine’s guide on 
organising with trade unions

• Posters and art for protests from 
Flyers for Falastin

• Dream Defender’s Black and 
Palestinian Solidarity Toolkit

• Palestinian Feminist Collective’s 
Digital Action Toolkit

http://Bit.ly/SoliRes4Pali
https://ggjalliance.org/our-work/
https://ggjalliance.org/our-work/
https://incite-national.org/resources-for-organizing/
https://repower.org/classroom/
https://beautifultrouble.org/toolbox-guide
https://www.shutitdown4palestine.org/toolkits
https://www.shutitdown4palestine.org/toolkits
https://www.shutitdown4palestine.org/toolkits
https://www.shutitdown4palestine.org/toolkits
https://www.shutitdown4palestine.org/toolkits
https://assets-global.website-files.com/6531c17aabbc6ae3b7ad1103/6553707b338e260f9245aa4f_Lessons%20on%20Organizing%20with%20Trade%20Unions%20to%20Build%20Solidarity%20Actions%20-digital.pdf
https://assets-global.website-files.com/6531c17aabbc6ae3b7ad1103/6553707b338e260f9245aa4f_Lessons%20on%20Organizing%20with%20Trade%20Unions%20to%20Build%20Solidarity%20Actions%20-digital.pdf
https://linktr.ee/flyersforfalastin
https://linktr.ee/flyersforfalastin
https://twitter.com/Dreamdefenders/status/1723022870614270256
https://twitter.com/Dreamdefenders/status/1723022870614270256
https://palestinianfeministcollective.org/all-out-for-palestine/
https://palestinianfeministcollective.org/all-out-for-palestine/
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ORGANISING REMOTELY 

Nearly four years into the COVID pandemic, many of us are accustomed 
to interacting with each other remotely. Even so, remote organising 
poses unique opportunities and challenges. On one hand, it creates an 
opportunity to bring together people who may otherwise be restricted 
due to distance, ability, mobility, etc. It also presents some challenges for 
sustaining momentum, engaging in deep conversation, and concretising 
tasks. Consult the resources below to think about leveraging the remote 
format to your advantage:

• Remote Culture Club

• Collective Action in Tech’s zine on remote organising

https://www.remotecultureclub.com/resource-hub
https://collectiveaction.tech/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/DMs-Open-digital-zine.pdf
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ABOUT
This document emerged from a series of conversations between friends as the 
current crisis in Gaza was unfolding. We are all women of colour and identify as 
diaspora, immigrants or straddling in-between spaces in some way. We were 
brought together through our pursuits in academia, a site that is more often than 
not extremely constrictive, but somehow managed to help us find each other. It 
is astonishing how these spaces exist in spite of themselves.

These discussions were often difficult, at times nebulous, but always generative 
– particularly when in collaboration with our wider communities who fed 
back into this document: activists, artists, organisers, workers, researchers, 
and scholars who were exceedingly generous and thoughtful in sharing their 
expertise even during such trying times. We are grateful to our solidarity 
networks who have challenged us to think creatively, expansively, and boldly 
about the current moment. How it came about, how it will evolve, and what will 
become of it. We share this document in an attempt to invite and challenge 
others to be intentional about the solidarity we enact.

We use the name rooted solidarities as a reminder to keep ourselves rooted 
in the lived experiences, dreams, and demands of today’s oppressed, and as 
well in the histories and lessons of liberation struggles that came before this 
moment. The name is also a call to action that is central to this project, to build 
links between disparate ideas, conversations, and movements. Finally, it is 
an invocation to ourselves and others engaged in long-term solidarity to stay 
grounded and anchored in each other, especially during times when the world 
seems to be coming apart at the seams.

There is a liberated Palestine in the future. We hope to bear witness to it. Until 
then, in solidarity.
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