
Image source: https://badev.wordpress.com/2013/08/01/touche-pas-mon-pays/https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Morocco_in_the_world_(undisputed)_(W3).svg



Source: Hamri, Hajar. https://lnt.ma/marocains-la-schizophrenie-dans-les-veines/

“Ce conflit vient du fait que nous voulons être Marocains et Européens 
ou Américains en même temps. Nous sommes déchirés entre 
l’éducation que nous avons reçue, et l’ouverture sur d’autres cultures…”



Source: https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/07/223513/linguistic-cultural-schizophrenia-morocco/

Ethnic-linguistic tier: 

– Are Moroccans Amazigh? 

– Are Moroccans Arab? 

– Are Moroccans Amazigh-Arab? 

– Are Moroccans Arab-Amazigh?

Religious tier: 

– Are Moroccans Muslim? 

– Are Moroccans Muslim by culture only?

Cultural tier: 

– Are Moroccans Middle-Eastern? 

– Are Moroccans European? 

– Are Moroccans African? 

– Are Moroccans something else? 

Geographical tier: 

– Are Moroccans Mediterranean? 

– Are Moroccans African? 

– Are Moroccans Arab-Muslim? 
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Source: CIA World Factbook. 2017 estimates
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Source: Harvard Atlas of Economic Complexity Electronic Complexity Observatory, MIT Media Lab & the Center for International Development at Harvard University, www.oec.world, 2017

Textiles, 20%

Transportation, 14%

Machines, 14%

Chemical products, 13%

Vegetable products, 12%

Foodstuffs, 6.8%

Mineral products, 6%

Animal products, 3.6%

Metals, 2.2%

Footwear & Headwear, 1.9%

Miscellaneous, 1.2%

Precious metals, 0.81%

Plastics & rubbers, 0.72%

Animal & veg. biproducts, 0.60%

Instruments, 0.59%

Animal hides, 0.48%

Stone & glass, 0.47%

Paper goods, 0.30%



Source:  https://www.usgs.gov/centers/nmic/phosphate-rock-statistics-and-information



Source:  https://www.ocpgroup.ma/index.php/en/our-strategy/our-industrial-and-commercial-strategy/benguerir-mine

OCP’s Ben Guerir Mine in Morocco



Source:  https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Location-of-industrial-areas-and-phosphate-mines-in-Morocco-Algeria-and-Tunisia-PP_fig2_307712052

LocaLon of Phosphate Mines in Morocco



Source: https://www.pri.org/stories/2013-11-21/worlds-food-supply-depends-morocco-heres-why

“Morocco’s state-owned phosphate company, the Office 
Cherifien des Phosphates (OCP), earned an estimated $2.8 

billion in net profit in 2008 — a year of soaring global food 
prices and other recession pressures — nine times what it 

earned in 2007. The same year, Moroccan King Mohammed 
VI’s net worth jumped by a billion dollars, making him the 

seventh-richest monarch in the world.”

Kristen McTighe 
Public Radio International,  

November 2013



Source: Harvard Atlas of Economic Complexity Electronic Complexity Observatory, MIT Media Lab & the Center for International Development at Harvard University, www.oec.world, 2017
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Source: Harvard Atlas of Economic Complexity Electronic Complexity Observatory, MIT Media Lab & the Center for International Development at Harvard University, www.oec.world, 2017
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Source:  http://www.onhym.com/pdf/en/KEY/Structural_Domains_of_Morocco.pdf



Image source: https://www.nytimes.com/2014/11/25/nyregion/casablanca-piano-to-be-auctioned-at-bonhams.html, 1959 1942



Source: Dust-to-Digital/Library of Congress 
Paul Bowles’s Volkswagen Beetle, stopped along a mountain road in Morocco, 1959

1959



Source: https://www.newyorker.com/books/page-turner/the-madness-of-queen-jane

“… a seedy port city where artists, pirates, picaros, 
philistines, homosexuals, lapsed aristocrats, real 

aristocrats, and paupers posing as kings had found 
refuge for centuries.”

Negar Azimi 
New Yorker Magazine 

June 2014

On Tangiers



Source: Yves Saint Laurent in place Jemaa El Fna. Photo: Reginal GRAY photographer (c) 1966

“We had already bought a 
house in the Medina, Dar el 
Hanch, the Snake’s House, 
a place where many friends 

came to visit over the 
years. I recall many 

beautiful moments filled 
with love in the company of 

Loulou de La Falaise, 
Fernando Sanchez, Betty 

Catroux, Andy Warhol, 
Paul and Talitha Getty, and 

many others.”

Pierre Bergé
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Source: CEIC Data, www.ceicdata.com



Photo: Alia Kate

Foreign Visitors in Morocco
2013 10 million 

• $7.6b for the economy 
• 2.5 million jobs 
• 7% of GDP 

2018 12 million + 
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Photo: Alia Kate

TARGETS 
   • 10 million tourists by 2010 
   • 20% of GDP 



Image source: Morocco Department Tourism Report, December 2010: http://www.oecd.org/regional/leed/46761560.pdf



• $15b for the economy 

New 2020 Targets



Open Skies  
Agreement

December 2006



Image source: 2017 data, https://www.anna.aero/2018/07/31/moroccan-traffic-up-13-during-h1-2018/
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Source: Catherine Deneuve, photographed by André Rau for Yves Saint Laurent collection, Marrakech, 1992



Image source: http://ladepechedunord.ma/operation-marhaba-2019-les-autorites-marocaines-et-espagnoles-preparent-pour-ope-record/

Marocains Residant a l’Étranger (MREs) 



Image source: https://www.challenge.ma/tanger-med-dispositif-special-pour-accompagner-marhaba-2019-110355/
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• 567,932 passengers 
• 159,110 vehicles 

JUNE - AUGUST 2019 
(via Port of Tangiers)

JULY 17, 2018 
    • 961,000 Moroccans

RATE OF MRE RETURN 
    • 2019 - 3m expected 
    • 2018 - 2.87m 
    • 2014 - 2.37m

VIA 
    • 4 ports  
   • 20 airports



Image source: https://www.challenge.ma/tanger-med-dispositif-special-pour-accompagner-marhaba-2019-110355/

OperaLon Marhaba
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Source: IRBD, Global Economic Prospects, Economic Implications of Remittances and Migration, 2006

Principal remittance recipient countries in 2006:



MREs and Remi`ances

Source: IRBD, Global Economic Prospects, Economic Implications of Remittances and Migration, 2006 
              World Bank, Remittance Inflows to GDP for Morocco [DDOI11MAA156NWDB], retrieved from FRED, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis;  
              https://fred.stlouisfed.org/series/DDOI11MAA156NWDB, September 7, 2019. 

Total: ~ 5-6m MREs

France   1,114,000

Spain 840,000

Belgium 430,000

Netherlands 391,088

Germany 350,000

United States 300,544

Canada 300,000

U.A.E 250,000

Italy 420,650

Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moroccan_diaspora

Morocco 2018: 
   • $7.4 billion 

      • 6.2% of GDP



Source: World Bank, Annual Remittances Data, April 2019: https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/labormarkets/brief/migration-and-remittances
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Source: https://news.yahoo.com/morocco-tops-11-million-mark-record-tourism-132140701.html



USA
“No country has been a 

friend of the United States 
longer than Morocco. You 

were the first nation to 
recognize us back in 

1777. But it is not enough 
to have a friendship that 
simply is longstanding; 

we want one that is 
dynamic and growing.”

Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
U.S. Secretary of State, 2012

MOROCCO &



“We the Congress of the 13th United States of North 
America…  assure you of our earnest desire to cultivate a 
sincere and firm peace and friendship with your Majesty 

and to make it lasting to all posterity. Should any of the 
subjects of our states come within the ports of your Majesty’s 
territories, we flatter ourselves they will receive the benefit of 
your protection and benevolence. You may assure yourself of 

every protection and assistance to your subjects from the 
people of these states whenever and wherever they may 

have it in their power.”

First official communication between US and Morocco 

December 1780



Sultan Mohammed III ben Abdellah  
1757 - 1790, Saadian dynasty

Image by: Colonel Maurice Bagenal St.Leger Keatinge, 1785

Thomas Jefferson John Adams

The Treaty of Friendship and Amity

1787

“Our trade to the Mediterranean will not be inconsiderable, and the friendship of 

Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli may become very interesting in case the Russians 
should succeed in their endeavors to navigate freely into it by Constantinople.”

John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay 
Letter to Congress, 1783



Images: Eugene Delacroix, Chasse au Lion au Maroc, 1855 
              Photo by Nelson Robinson, Sultan, the Barbary Lion (R), Bronx Zoo, 1897



2004



Source: Harvard Atlas of Economic Complexity Electronic Complexity Observatory, MIT Media Lab & the Center for International Development at Harvard University, www.oec.world, 2017
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1995 - 2017

$339m $1.09b 



Source: https://www.tangermed.ma/en/





Source: https://thesouthernhub.org/resources/site1/General/NSD-S%20Hub%20Publications/Illicit_trafficking_in_North_Africa_and_Sahel.pdf



Source: Harvard Atlas of Economic Complexity Electronic Complexity Observatory, MIT Media Lab & the Center for International Development at Harvard University, www.oec.world, 2017
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2004 - 2017$4.09 billion

“The proposed sale will contribute to the foreign policy and national 
security objectives of the United States by enhancing Morocco’s 
capability to support U.S. efforts in the global war on terrorism.”

Pentagon Defense Security Cooperation



AFRICOM and African Lion

2008 - present



Source: Remarks at the opening plenary for the US Morocco Strategic Dialogue at the U.S. Department of State in Washington, D.C., September 13, 2012 2012

“The attack in Benghazi this week reminds us that security 
remains a vital interest. Through our work together on the 
Global Counter-Terrorism Task Force, the US and Morocco 

already share crucial information and best practices… 

We are also collaborating through the USAID, Peace Corps 
and other agencies to help provide Moroccan youth 

alternatives to criminal and extremist organizations and 
so we are partnering to help strengthen Morocco’s 

criminal justice system and law enforcement.” 

Hilary Rodham Clinton 
Remarks at US Morocco Strategic Dialogue Conference, Department of State
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Image source: Malka, Haim. Destination Maghreb: Changing Migration patterns in North Africa, Center for Strategic and International Studies, 4/2018 
                        https://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/publication/180502_Malka_DestinationMaghreb_Web.pdf



The TemptaLon of  
Europe and the  
“Fever of Hrig”



Hisham Aidi 

“Rebel Music: Race, Empire, and the New Muslim Youth Culture”

“The mediterranean figures prominently in their 
musical imagination. For those in Europe, the 

Mediterranean is the blue expanse that separates 
them from their land of origin; for the African-

based, it’s the perilous body of water they must 
brave to flee tyranny.”

Illegal immigraLon with “Hrigas”



Illegal immigration with “Haragas”Illegal immigration with “Haragas”



Source: Bertelsmann Stiftung /based on a map from the International Organization for Migration (IOM), 
              http://missingmigrants.iom.int/migrant-routes-mediterranean-16-february-2016 a



Illegal immigration with “Haragas”Illegal immigration with “Haragas”

Source: UN International Migration Report, 2017, https://www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/publications/migrationreport/docs/MigrationReport2017_Highlights.pdf



Image Source: Brookings, https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Global_FOTW_20180606_africamigration001.png



Image source: Fadel Senna / AFP / Getty Images



Source: Institute for Security Studies, https://twitter.com/issafrica/



Image source: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/07/26/dozens-injured-hundreds-migrants-storm-spains-ceuta-border-morocco/

• 700+ attempted 
• 602 succeeded 

Telegraph reporting:



Source: Kenza Afsahi et Khalid Mouna, “Cannabis dans le Rif central (Maroc)”, https://www.espacestemps.net/en/articles/cannabis-dans-le-rif-central-maroc-2, 2005





Telquel Issue #864   
June 28 - July 4, 2019

The legalization of 
cannabis could be an 
economic opportunity for 
Morocco as we are 
already the number one 
producer of this ‘golden 
greenery.’ The 
applications include - 
tourism, medicine, 
cosmetics, and many 
other sectors…



Source: https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-news/ketama-moroccos-hash-capital-80169/



Source: https://thesouthernhub.org/resources/site1/General/NSD-S%20Hub%20Publications/Illicit_trafficking_in_North_Africa_and_Sahel.pdf, March 2018



Telquel Issue #782   
October 13 - October 19, 2017

Source: https://www.businessinsider.com/maps-of-global-drug-cocaine-heroin-use-2016-6



Image source: https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2016/02/04/465568055/morocco-unveils-a-massive-solar-power-plant-in-the-sahara

Noor Thermal Solar Plant



Image source: SENER, https://medium.com/@marleehassell/morocco-a-clean-energy-pioneer-but-not-without-repercussions-812f58375179



“Morocco aims at cutting down its dependency on 
fossil fuels and at reducing the huge charge it is 

making on the country’s budget… In order to achieve 
this goal, renewable energy in all its forms is 

considered as a priority in the Moroccan energy 
strategy, which is based on a balanced mix of energy 
where clean fossil fuels are combined with renewable 

energies as well as energy efficiency.” 

Fouad Douiri,  

Moroccan Minister of Energy, Mines, Water and the Environment 

Source: https://www.forbes.com/sites/christophercoats/2012/04/18/is-morocco-the-mediterraneans-green-energy-savior/#5a7fbf626229



Image source: https://www.pri.org/stories/2017-02-21/now-blooming-desert-moroccos-grand-dream-energy-independence
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Image souce: Malian President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita speaks to Moroccan King Mohammed VI upon the latter's arrival in Bamako, Mali, February 18, 2014. REUTERS/Joe Penney 



Source: https://www.young-diplomats.com/morocco-african-union-brothers-without-strategic-partnership/

“Africa is a huge continent with its vital forces, its 
resources and potentialities. It must take charge of 
itself, it is no longer a continent colonized, and this 

is why Africa should trust Africa.”

King Mohammed VI 
Statement to Business Conference in Ivory Coast, February 2016



Image source: https://badev.wordpress.com/2013/08/01/touche-pas-mon-pays/https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Morocco_in_the_world_(undisputed)_(W3).svg

“Morocco is like a tree nourished by roots deep 
in the soil of Africa, which breathes through 

foliage rustling to the winds of Europe”

King Hassan II 
The Challenge




