








Image source: https://thereaderwiki.com/en/Abd_el-Krim



The Amazigh People

Photo: www.lawrenceofmorocco.com/people



Map of Amazigh Tribes Thami el Glaoui

Amazigh tribe: Glaoui
Location: High Atlas Mountains
Height of Power: 1912 - 1956



Abd el Krim Khattabi, Lion of the Rif

Amazigh identity: Ait Ourriaghels
Location: Rif Mountains
Height of Power: 1921 - 1926

Image source: https://amazighworldnews.com/95th-anniversary-of-the-battle-of-annual/ 1882 - 1963



Colonial
Morocco,

1912 - 1956

Image source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape_Juby#/media/File:Morocco_Protectorate.svg, 1924
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Image source: https://sartinefiles.files.wordpress.com/2009/11/urteaga-4.jpg 1909



Abd el Krim
Khattabi

Source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/abdelkrim-khattabi-former-leader-of-a-formidable-rebellion-news-photo/164048300


https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/abdelkrim-khattabi-former-leader-of-a-formidable-rebellion-news-photo/164048300

Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/spanish-soldiers-and-artillery-stationed-on-the-hills-of-news-photo/613493094






Image source: https://insidearabia.com/battle-annual-tribesmen-spanish-troops


https://insidearabia.com/battle-annual-tribesmen-spanish-troops/

1920

Image source: http://joseantoniobru.blogspot.com/2018/11/el-barranco-del-lobo-igueriben-annual.html



Battle of Annual / Desastre de Annual

Image source: http://www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/telediario/se-cumplen-95-anos-del-desastre-annual-mas-graves-derrotas-sufrida-tropas-espanoles/3678134/ 1 921


http://www.albafoto.es/desastre-annual-rif-albacetenos-participes-parte-i/

Image source: https://guerrayhistoria.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/atque-de-los-rifenos.jpg



“...caused a huge impact across
the lberian peninsula, partly for the
cruelty of the Rif rebels, as well as

for Spain’s disorganization and

negligence, which served a death
blow to both Spain’s Monarchy
and Spain’s political system.”







“After the Battle of Mount Al-Arwi, we arrived at the walls of
Melilla and stopped right there. My military apparatus was
still in the making. It was necessary then to walk wisely, and |
learned that the Spanish government had made a high
appeal to the whole country and was prepared to send all its
military supplies to Morocco... | made an appeal to all the
inhabitants of the west Rif, and to my soldiers... not to shed
the prisoners’ blood and not to mistreat them, but at the
same time | recommended them, and with the same
emphasis, not to occupy Melilla so as not to provoke
international complications. | regret this bitterly because it

was my greatest mistake.”

Abdelkrim el-Khattabi
Memoirs

Source: https://insidearabia.com/battle-annual-tribesmen-spanish-troops/


https://insidearabia.com/battle-annual-tribesmen-spanish-troops/

Map of the Independent Rif Republic

Source: https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D9%84%D9%81:Rep%C3%BAblica_del_Rif.svg 1921 - 1926


https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%85%D9%84%D9%81:Rep%C3%BAblica_del_Rif.svg




Che Guevara and Abdelkrim



Abdelkrim and Francisco Franco


http://www.albafoto.es/desastre-annual-rif-albacetenos-participes-parte-i/

Le Petit Journal #1734
1924

Source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/rif-war-
spanish-reinforcements-arriving-in-morocco-news-photo/
144848955



Source: https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1925/05/10/101664663.pdf

“We consider that we have
the right to enjoy the
possession of our territory
in preference to any other
nation and we consider
that the Spanish Colonial
Party have transgressed
and violated our rights,
and that they have no
justification for their
pretense of a right to make
a protectorate of our
Riffian State... We have
never recognized the
Protectorate and we never
shall recognize it. We
refuse it once and for all.
We desire to be our own
rulers and to maintain and
preserve our legal and
iIndisputable rights...”

AbdelKrim Khattabi



It’s a real, undeniable war
that’s happening in the
Northern Morocco right
now. The Rif tribes,
empowered by their love of
their native land, and aided
by their strong tactical
advantage, have pushed
the Spanish back towards
the coast, seriously
compromising Spain’s last
remaining strongholds.

Le Petit Journal #1761
1924

Source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/illustration/rif-war-
berber-tribesmen-nursing-their-wounds-as-the-stock-graphic/
134364136






"l have been obstinately resistant to the use of
suffocating gases against these indigenous peoples but
after what they have done, and of their treacherous and

deceptive conduct, | have to use them with true joy.”

Damaso Berenguer

High Commissioner of Spanish Morocco
August 12, 1921

Source: http://www.mondeberbere.com/uploads/1/4/2/2/14229751/20010418_elmundo.pdf


http://www.mondeberbere.com/uploads/1/4/2/2/14229751/20010418_elmundo.pdf

Le Petit Journal #1797
May 31, 1925

Source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/rif-war-in-
morocco-french-troops-defending-the-post-of-news-photo/146140237



General Hubert Lyautey & Sultan Moulay Youssef

Source: http://emsomipy.free.fr/Maroc128.019-1925Lyautey.htm


http://emsomipy.free.fr/Maroc128.019-1925Lyautey.htm

“It is obvious that at any time since the Summer of 1921,
had the French Resident General come to the Rescue of the
Spanish High Commissioner, the Moors could have been
crushed between two fires. One of the stipulations of the
Zones Treaty, however, was that neither party should invade
the other’s territory except at the request of the occupant.
Spanish pride prevented such a request from being sent.
This was scarcely fair to the French who in the last few
months have nervously watched Abd-el-Krim prepare his
invasion of their territory from the Spanish side.”

Walter Littlefield
“France’s Morocco War is Linked with Spain’s,” New York Times

Source : https://timesmac hine.nytimes.com/timesmac hine/1925/05/10/101664663.pdf



Mr. Painleve’s
Sensational Journey
to Morocco

Le Petit Journal #1801
June 28, 1925

Source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/rif-war-in-morocco-
official-visit-of-prime-minister-of-news-photo/146140242



General Lyautey
& General Pétain

Image source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Guerre_du_Rif_-_mar%C3%A9chaux_Lyautey_et_P%C3%A9tain.jpg 1925



French join Rif War

u‘—

Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/morocco-
rif-war-franco-spanish-collaboration-general-news-photo/152239026



Le Petit Journal #1814 Le Petit Journal #1807
September 27, 1925 August 9, 1925

Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/rif-war-in-morocco- Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/rif-war-general-billotte-
arrival-of-the-spanish-troops-in-al-news-photo/146140251 reviewing-the-newly-arrived-french-news-photo/146140246



Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/morocco-rif-war-interview-of-abd-el-krim-by-a-spanish-news-photo/152239839



King Mohamed V and Abdelkrim, Cairo









King Hassan I

Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/crowning-speech-of-king-hassan-ii-on-march-5th-1961-in-news-photo/107412623






Image source: Rif: Briser le Silence; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qmd3n191Ug


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQmd3n19IUg




Justice According to
Hassan Il

He used his justice to
strengthen his power and
weaken the opposition.

Telquel Issue #624
June 13 - 19, 2014

Image source: https://telquel.ma/2014/06/12/en-kiosque-numero-624-telquel_138835/?utm_source=tq&utm_medium=normal_post



Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/rabat-morocco-19th-july-1971-king-hassan-ii-of-morocco-news-photo/79663456









1965 - 1970
Times of the Dictator:

Hassan Il declares a state
of emergency and takes
control of all powers

Telquel Issue #654
January 30 - February 5th, 2015









1984 Riots in the Rif

Source: https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1984/01/22/issue.html https://www.nytimes.com/1984/01/22/world/several-deaths-suspected-in-morocco-rioting.html



A Prince Punishes the Rif

The people of the North
already knew the violence
that | exacted as Crown
Prince-- it’s best for them,
If they don’t become
acquainted with the
violence of the King.

Telquel Issue #640
October 24 - 30th, 2014


https://www.thenation.com/article/is-morocco-headed-toward-insurrection/

Image source: https://www.thenational.ae/world/berbers-and-their-traditions-endure-in-morocco-s-atlas-mountains-1.152733


https://www.thenational.ae/world/berbers-and-their-traditions-endure-in-morocco-s-atlas-mountains-1.152733
https://www.thenational.ae/world/berbers-and-their-traditions-endure-in-morocco-s-atlas-mountains-1.152733

“The punishment went on for decades. As children, we never
understood what we—as a people—were being punished
for. Wasn't it the north that had led the anti-colonial struggle
in Morocco? Yet people feared speaking Tarifit outdoors, and
no one dared name their son Abdelkrim.”

Hicham Aidi
“Is Morocco Headed Towards Insurrection,” The Nation

Source: https://www.thenation.com/article/is-morocco-headed-toward-insurrection/, July 13, 2017


https://www.thenation.com/article/is-morocco-headed-toward-insurrection/

Photo credit: Michael Peyron






Image source: http://blog.rampazzo.com/2013/11/25/telquel-nouvelle-formule-ra-sexporte-au-maroc/






Institut Royal de la Culture Amazighe (IRCAM)

Image source: https://www.pri.org/stories/2014-01-24/what-it-means-be-amazigh-morocco 2001


https://www.pri.org/stories/2014-01-24/what-it-means-be-amazigh-morocco

Tifinagh Alphabet









Azoul Symbol

Photo: Alia Kate






Instance d’Equité et Réconciliation (IER)

Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/moroccans-show-photos-of-relations-during-alternative-news-photo/52188147



Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/driss-benzakri-president-of-the-government-legal-body-news-photo/51885083



Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/moroccans-victims-of-the-so-called-annees-de-plomb-a-period-news-photo/51881475



Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/victims-of-moroccos-annee-de-plomb-listen-during-a-public-news-photo/52080820



“To date, the overwhelming majority of Moroccan officials
alleged to have committed gross human rights violations
during the period covered by the IER's mandate have not
been brought to justice; and there are no indications of the
authorities’ intention to do so in the future. Instead, the
official discourse promotes the notion of “reconciliatory
justice rather than accusatory justice”, which translates into
iImpunity for grave human rights violations.”

Broken Promises: The Equity and Reconciliation Commission and Follow-Up
Amnesty International, 2010

Source: https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/40000/mde290012010en.pdf


https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/40000/mde290012010en.pdf

Image source: https://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/moroccans-victims-of-the-so-called-annees-de-plomb-a-period-news-photo/51881475



Mouvement du 20 Fevrier

Image source: https://sites.psu.edu/worldlywomen/2014/11/30/the-20-february-movement/


https://sites.psu.edu/worldlywomen/2014/11/30/the-20-february-movement/

2011 Constitution

Image source: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-morocco-protests/moroccos-amazigh-want-their-new-year-to-become-official-holiday-idUSKCN1P70QA


https://www.reuters.com/article/us-morocco-protests/moroccos-amazigh-want-their-new-year-to-become-official-holiday-idUSKCN1P70QA

What is happening in
Al Hoceima?

Telquel Issue #765
May 19 - 25th, 2017



Image source: Rif: Briser le Silence; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qmd3n191Ug


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQmd3n19IUg

Image source: https://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/travel-leisure/article/2123521/high-times-moroccos-growing-number-cannabis-tourists


https://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/travel-leisure/article/2123521/high-times-moroccos-growing-number-cannabis-tourists

Image source: https://www.ozy.com/flashback/the-link-between-cancer-and-a-century-old-spanish-war/62360/


https://www.ozy.com/flashback/the-link-between-cancer-and-a-century-old-spanish-war/62360/

*Mouhcine Fikri's death is the biggest test to the Moroccan
regime since the rise of the February 20th Movement in 2011
—the country's mild adaptation of the "Arab Spring."

Samia Errazzouki
Middle East Institute
“Lessons for Morocco After Protests

Source: https://www.mei.edu/publications/lessons-morocco-after-protests, November 15, 2016



Mouhicine Fikri, the Fishmonger

Source: https://telquel.ma/tag/mouhcine-fikri OCtObeI‘ 2016



When he couldn’t pay, the police confiscated his wares. When he
protested, a policewoman slapped him, spit in his face, and cursed
his dead father. Humiliated, he ran to the governor’s office to
complain and to demand the return of his goods. When they
refused to see or even listen to him, he stepped outside, acquired a

can of gasoline and set himself alight. This act would be the
catalyst for protests that would end the 23 year rule of Tunisian
President Zine Ben Ali and the revolutions sweeping across the
Arab world and beyond.




Image source: https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/01/16/moroccos-crackdown-wont-silence-dissent-maroc-hirak-amdh



https://www.moroccoworldnews.com/2017/10/231551/un-climate-change-convention-morocco-presidency-cop-22/






Nasser Zafzafi
The Riffian who Defies
the State

As leader of the events in
Al Hoceima, he became a
Rif icon. An encounter
with an amazing and
explosive character...

Telquel Issue #766
May 26 - June 1st, 2017



HIRAK
$&!@ - 20 Years!

The verdict has been
announced for the 53
members of the Hirak
movement. Nasser Zafzafi
and the core activists in
the movement will pay the
price with 20 years in
prison...

Telquel Issue #818
June 29 - July 5th, 2018


https://twitter.com/TelQuelOfficiel/status/1012609847580397568

Image source: https://www.mei.edu/publications/online-and-traditional-forms-protest-mobilization-moroccos-rif-protests-and-beyond



“People have taken advantage of that atmosphere to

express their own social demands. The demands are old,

but the movements and the way they claim and express
them are new. These are ancient causes: the social deficit,
the disparities between rich and poor. They are the result
of an uneven distribution of wealth and this is worsening.

We can feel a social explosion but that does not
necessarily mean change. For now the system settled with
with a carrot and stick policy.”

Abdella Lefnatsa
Activist, Moroccan Association of Human Rights (AMDH)

Source: https://towardfreedom.org/archives/africa-archives/hirak-moroccan-peoples-movement-demands-change-streets/


https://towardfreedom.org/archives/africa-archives/hirak-moroccan-peoples-movement-demands-change-streets/




Image source: Rif: Briser le Silence; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qmd3n191Ug


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQmd3n19IUg

Between yesterday and
today...

The old wounds of the Rif

Telquel Issue #767
June 2 - 8th, 2017



“While the shared political and economic grievances that
propelled the Tunisian protests across the region still exist,
rather than enact measures to improve economic
performance, reduce corruption, and ensure equality for
all citizens, many Arab states have instead focused on
preventing and containing dissent.”

Sarah Yerks,
Brookings Institution
“Why Morocco’s protests won’t usher in another Arab Spring”

Source: https://www.brookings.edu/blog/markaz/2016/11/02/why-moroccos-protests-wont-usher-in-another-arab-spring/, November 2, 2016



Image source: Rif: Briser le Silence; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qmd3n191Ug


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQmd3n19IUg



