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W E L C O M E !

In the past few months the Chamber team has been

forming a plan to put together this monthly recap. I love

our weekly Chamber Chat newsletter and feel that this

newly launched Chamber Advocate will further

communicate both the Chamber's goals as an

organization, recap some of the great events that we've

held, and highlight some of our hard working members

and committees.

 

This month we look to recap the great summer we had

here at the CABC. I hope you enjoy volume number one,

and here's to many more to come!

BY: RYAN MOBERLY

The Lodge at the Gulf State Park

Photo by: Ryan Moberly
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S U M M E R  B Y  T H E

N U M B E R S
BY: PENNY HUGHEY

It was a busy summer as over 100 new

members joined us here at the CABC.

 

A big thanks in large part to this exciting

news goes over to our friends at the Alabama

Charter Fishing Association. With their help

we have added a variety of charter boats in

our area as chamber members.

 

We are very excited about this partnership as

charter boats are a large part of our local

industry.

 

If you'd like to join the chamber or are a

current member that has questions about your

membership, feel free to contact me at...

penny@mygulfcoastchamber.com

C E O ' S

M E S S A G E
BY: GREG ALEXANDER

Over the course of my first year as President of the Coastal Alabama Business Chamber, I have been

tasked with addressing a number of challenges; none of which have been greater than the ADVANTAGE

COASTAL ALABAMA initiative!  It has taken time and many hours of hard work from a number of leaders.  A

combined group of stakeholders have worked diligently to generate a program that makes best use of

all ACA investments; but just as importantly, will have a significant impact on our community for years to

come.

 

Because we weren’t being as successful as originally hoped, ACA was put on hold in order to improve.  I

am excited to share this update with you today.  In late August, both the Coastal Alabama Business

Chamber board and the South Baldwin Chamber of Commerce board approved a plan that TOGETHER, we

will expand the Gateway Initiative into a sustainable Regional Catalyst for economic and business growth. 

It is a comprehensive program containing goals, measurable outcomes and tangible results!  It is a

program that sets the precedent for the state of Alabama, the South East and even the country; a program

to enhance our Tri-City Region & accelerate our economic vitality for decades to come. I encourage you to

get involved and support this game-changing program.  If you would like more information, please reach

out to greg@mygulfcoastchamber.com.

 

W E  A R E  G A T E W A Y !



A f t e r  mon ths  o f  de l i be r a t i on ,  t he  Sou th  Ba ldw in  Chambe r  o f  Commerce  (SBCC )  and  Coas t a l  A labama  Bus ines s  Chambe r  (CABC )

have  announced  a  pa r t ne r sh ip  be tween  t he  two  en t i t i e s  t o  expand  Sou th  Ba ldw in  Chambe r ’ s  Ga teway  I n i t i a t i v e  i n t o  a  r eg i ona l

cap i t a l  campa ign  t ha t  wi l l  bene f i t  bus i nes ses  t h roughou t  t he  sou the rn  end  o f  Ba ldw in .

 

“The  Ga teway  I n i t i a t i v e  has  been  mak ing  an  impac t  i n  ou r  bus i nes s  commun i t y  f o r  nea r l y  two  yea r s  t h rough  a  numbe r  o f

p rog rams  and  pa r t ne r sh ip s , ”  s t a t e s  t he  Ga teway  Med ia  t e am .  “To  bu i l d  on  t h i s  success ,  Sou th  Ba ldw in  Chambe r  o f  Commerce

and  Coas t a l  A labama  Bus ines s  Chambe r  have  f o rmed  a  co l l abo ra t i ve  a l l i ance  t o  i n c r ease  bandw id th  i n  o rde r  t o  make  a  l a r ge r

impac t  on  a  r eg i ona l  bus i nes s  acce l e r a t i on  p rog ram .

 

”Or ig i na l l y ,  bo th  chambe r s  had  sepa r a t e  cap i t a l  p l ans :  t he  Ga teway  I n i t i a t i v e  f o r  SBCC  wh ich  k i cked  o f f  i n  2017  and  Advan tage

Coas t a l  A labama  f o r  CABC  wh ich  began  i n  2015 .

 

“Dur i ng  Advan tage  Coas t a l  A labama ,  t he  Coas t a l  Chambe r  su f f e r ed  t he  un t ime l y  dea th  o f  t he i r  p res i den t  Ed  Rod r i guez  and  ACA

was  no t  ab l e  t o  be  as  success fu l  as  p ro j ec t ed , ”  sa id  P res i den t  o f  SBCC  Donna  Wat t s .  A f t e r  t he  l o s s  o f  Rod r i guez ,  t he  CABC  pu t

t he  cap i t a l  p ro j ec t  on  ho ld  un t i l  t he  t ime  when  a  f i rm  p l an  was  i n  p l ace .  I n vo i ces  weren ’ t  sen t  and  t he  accoun t  wa i t ed  wh i l e  t he

bes t  p l an  o f  ac t i on  was  adop ted .

 

I n  2018  Greg  A lexande r  became  t he  p res i den t  o f  CABC  and  began  d i scuss i ons  wi th  Wat t s  on  t he  accomp l i shmen t s  o f  t he

Ga teway  I n i t i a t i v e .  I t  was  no ted  how  s im i l a r  t he  two  p l ans  were .  The  f i v e  a reas  o f  conce rn  f o r  ACA  were :  suppo r t  and  advoca te

fo r  ex i s t i ng  bus i nes ses  and  i ndus t r y ;  deve lop  a  h igh l y  qua l i f i ed  work fo r ce ;  r ec ru i t  and  suppo r t  new  bus i nes ses  and  i ndus t r y ;

imp rove  i n f r a s t r uc tu r e  and  t r anspo r t a t i on ;  and  imp l emen t  r e spons ib l e  and  sus t a i nab l e  env i r onmen ta l  p rog rams .  The  Ga teway

In i t i a t i v e ’ s  t h r ee  a reas  o f  f ocus  a re :  Bus ines s -Dr i ven  Ta l en t  Deve lopmen t  and  Rec ru i tmen t ;  Commun i t y  Be t t e rmen t  and  P ro -

Bus ines s  Advocacy ;  and  Ex i s t i ng  Bus ines s  Grow th  and  Re ten t i on .

 

“We  began  ask i ng  why  a re  we  do ing  t h i s  sepa r a t e l y  when  we  cou ld  do  i t  t oge the r ,  i t  j u s t  makes  so  much  sense , ”  Wat t s  sa id .

“We  wan t  t o  he lp  t he  t r i -c i t y  a rea  and  t he  Sou th  Ba ldw in  r eg i on ,  we  wan t  t o  he lp  a l l  t he  bus i nes ses  we  can ,  so  why  shou ld  we

pu t  a  bu rden  on  t he  bus i nes ses  t o  i n ves t  i n  two  d i f f e r en t  p l ans  t ha t  may  be  do ing  ve r y  s im i l a r  t h i ngs  when  we  cou ld  comb ine

ou r  e f f o r t s  and  r e sou rces  and  do  more . ”

 

A long  wi th  Wat t s  and  A lexande r ,  Vu l can  CEO  Tommy  Lee ,  D i r ec to r  o f  Secu r i t y /Ope ra t i on  a t  The  Wha r f  J im  B ibby ,  SBCC  2019

Cha i rman  Miche l l e  Hodges  wi th  SH  En te rp r i s e s ,  CABC  2019  Cha i rman  Dec  McC le l l and  wi th  Edwa rd  Jones  I n ves tmen t s ,  Owne r

o f  Wol f  Bay  Res t au r an t s  &  Ca te r i ng  Cha r l ene  Habe r ,  Gran t  Wea l t h  Managemen t  Found ing  Pa r t ne r  Mat t  Gran t ,  D i r ec to r  o f  Human

Resou rces  and  Pub l i c  Re l a t i ons  a t  Pe rd ido  Beach  Reso r t  Penny  Groux ,  and  CEO  o f  Gu l f  Sho res  and  Orange  Beach  Tou r i sm  He rb

Ma lone  f o rmed  a  g roup  o f  d i r ec to r s  f o r  t he  pa r t ne r sh ip  and  began  work i ng  wi th  Fund ing  So lu t i ons ,  t he  o r i g i na l  company

beh ind  t he  Ga teway  I n i t i a t i v e ’ s  concep t i on ,  t o  r ewo rk  t he  p ro j ec t  wi th  t he  comb ined  f o r ces .

 

“We  b roke  i n t o  f ou r  d i f f e r en t  t a s k  g roups  t o  accomp l i sh  t ha t  goa l , ”  sa id  Mike  Dryden  wi th  Fund ing  So lu t i ons .  “One  c rea t ed  a

memorandum  o f  unde r s t and ing ,  wh ich  bo th  chambe r  boa rds  app roved ,  on  how  t hey  wan ted  t o  work  t oge the r ,  wha t  t he

ag reemen t  was ,  and  how  t he  co l l abo ra t i on  wou ld  work .  The  second  g roup  d i scussed  wha t  t he  work fo r ce  p rog ram  was  go ing  t o

l ook  l i k e ,  wh i l e  t he  t h i r d  was  p rog ram  s t a r t up  and  ongo ing  commun ica t i ons .  The  f ou r t h  cons ide red  ou tcomes  and  wha t  we

we re  go ing  t o  ach i eve  wi th  t he  pa r t ne r sh ip . ”

 

S ince  beg inn ing  i n  2017 ,  t he  Ga teway  I n i t i a t i v e  has  been  ve r y  success fu l .  The  campa ign  began  wi th  i n t e r v i ew ing  60  d i f f e r en t

bus i nes ses ,  bo th  i n  t he  a rea  and  ne ighbo r i ng  coun t i e s ,  chambe r  membe r s  and  non -membe r s ,  t o  ge t  an  i dea  o f  wha t  was

needed  i n  ou r  commun i t y .  The  t h r ee  i n i t i a t i v e s  were  t hen  c rea t ed ,  and  two  new  h i r e s  were  made :  Ed  Bushaw  as  d i r ec to r  o f

Ta l en t  Deve lopmen t  and  Rec ru i tmen t  and  Sa l l y  Wes tendo r f  as  d i r ec to r  o f  Commun i t y  Be t t e rmen t  and  P ro -Bus ines s  Advocacy .

T r av i s  Va l en t i ne  was  r ea l i gned  t o  V i ce  P res i den t  o f  I n ves to r  Re l a t i ons  and  Bus ines s  Grow th  &  Re ten t i on .

 

I n  on l y  two  yea r s ,  t he  Ga teway  t e am  has  met  wi th  mu l t i p l e  bus i nes ses  i n  t he  a rea  t o  d i scuss  t he i r  needs  and  as s i s t  i n  c rea t i ng

so lu t i ons ;  c rea t ed  T ra i n i ng  Academ ies  t o  he lp  ensu re  t he  work fo r ce  i s  p rope r l y  t r a i ned  and  r eady  t o  work ,  wi th  ove r  350

p ro f e s s i ona l s  t r a i ned  s i nce  2017 ;  hos ted  Ga teway  t o  Grea t  Cus tome r  Se r v i ce  T ra i n i ng ;  b rough t  you th  and  adu l t

app ren t i ce sh ip s  t o  t he  a rea  i n  p ro f e s s i ons  and  i ndus t r i e s  r e l e van t  t o  Sou th  Ba ldw in ;  hos ted  an  ex t r eme l y  success fu l  S ign ing

Day  as  pa r t  o f  t he  you th  app ren t i ce sh ip  p rog ram ;  and  much  more .  I n ves to r s  were  kep t  upda ted  a long  eve r y  s t ep  o f  t he  way  on

how  t he i r  money  was  be ing  spen t  and  t he  accomp l i shmen t s  o f  t he  Ga teway  t e am  and  whe re  t hey  were  go ing  nex t .  Ga teway  has

58  i n ves to r s  i n ves t i ng  a  t o t a l  o f  $1 ,453 , 000  ove r  t he  f i v e -yea r  campa ign .  Wi th  t he  comb ined  f o r ces  o f  t he  chambe r s ,  i t  b r i ngs

the  t o t a l  numbe r  o f  i n ves to r s  t o  110 .

 

Bo th  chambe r s  s t a t ed  t ha t  t he r e  wou ld  no t  be  any  merge r  o f  o rgan i z a t i ons  go ing  a long  wi th  t he  pa r t ne r sh ip ,  and  bo th

chambe r s  wan t  t o  con t i nue  wi th  t he i r  sepa r a t e  p rog rams  and  even t s .  The  pa r t ne r sh ip  wi l l  on l y  be  i n  t he  f o rm  o f  a  cap i t a l

campa ign  t o  bene f i t  bo th  chambe r ’ s  a reas .

SOUTH BALDWIN CHAMBER AND COASTAL
ALABAMA BUSINESS CHAMBER FORM
GATEWAY COLLABORATIVE ALLIANCE

BY: JESSICA VAUGHN 

NOTE: This article originally appeared in Gulf Coast Media's The Onlooker on 8/28/19. The full online version can be viewed here...

http://bit.ly/GWTOL19

http://bit.ly/GWTOL19


Having a ball at the June LAYP social!

As they approached the one year anniversary

of their formation, the Lower Alabama Young

Professionals (LAYP) sought out to help out a

worthy cause in the area, the Miracle League

of Coastal Alabama, through one of their

quarterly social events.

 

Teaming up with new Foley business Creekside

Mini-Golf, the LAYP were able to provide

attendees a night of games, food, and fun, all

while raising money for the Miracle League.

 

The group later presented 100% of proceeds

from the social during the August 1st

groundbreaking ceremony for the Miracle

League in Summerdale, totaling $1,200. The

Miracle League looks to complete their all-

inclusive baseball field project in January of

2021.

 

From the beginning the goal of the LAYP has

been to connect the young minds in Coastal

Alabama and to make signification

contributions to the area. With summer having

come to a close, the LAYP recently furthered

their community impact with a Summer End

Soirée at Craft Farms Golf Resort which was

held on September 12th. 100% of proceeds

collected at the event will go towards arts

scholarships to benefit graduating area high

school seniors.

 

For more information on the Lower Alabama

Young Professionals, visit...

facebook.com/LowerAlabamaYP

 

For more information on the Miracle League of

Coastal Alabama, visit...

facebook.com/miracleleaguecoastalalabama

LAYP JUNE SOCIAL
IS A HOLE-IN-ONE

F E A T U R E D  C O M M I T T E E  -
 

 

 

 

 

"I'm really proud of the work we've done and
goals we've set for the upcoming year."

- Ayla Green, LAYP Communications Chair



Gu l f  Sho res  r e s t au r an t  The  Beach  House

K i t chen  &  Cock t a i l s  has  been  nom ina ted  f o r  t he

A l abama  Re ta i l  Assoc i a t i on ' s  Cus tome r s '

Cho i ce  Awa rd .

 

The  Wes t  Beach  ea te r y  i s  owned  by  Coas t a l

A l abama  Bus ines s  Chambe r  boa rd  membe r  and

V i ce  Cha i rman  o f  Sma l l  Bus ines s ,  B ren t  Sex ton .

Sex ton ' s  menu  boas t s  d i shes  f e a tu r i ng  f r e sh

Gu l f  sea food  f r om  Bon  Secou r ,  A labama  and  a

va r i e t y  o f  ca re fu l l y  c r a f t ed  cock t a i l s .

 

" I  am  so  happy  t o  see  t he  success  t ha t  Beach

House  has  had  and  I  hope  t ha t  t he  A labama

Re ta i l  Assoc i a t i on  and  i t s  f o l l owe r s  can  see  t he

same , "  sa id  Greg  A lexande r ,  CABC  P res i den t

and  CEO ,  "We  as  a  chambe r  a re  l u cky  t o  have

th r i v i ng  bus i nes s  owne r s  l i k e  B ren t

r ep re sen t i ng  us  on  ou r  boa rd  o f  d i r ec to r s . "

 

The  A labama  Re ta i l  Assoc i a t i on  r ecen t l y  t ook  t o

soc i a l  med ia  and  asked  f o r  f o l l owe r s  t o  vo te  on

wh ich  bus i nes s  t hey  f e l t  was  bes t  dese r v i ng  o f

t he  Cus tome r s '  Cho i ce  Awa rd .  A l l  commen t s

and  vo te s  g i ven  wi l l  be  p resen ted  t o  an

independen t  pane l  o f  j udges .  Once  dec ided ,

t he  winne r  wi l l  be  announced  a t  t he  A labama

Re ta i l  Day  Awa rds  P rog ram  on  Oc tobe r  22nd .

R E C O G N I T I O N S

BEACH HOUSE UP
FOR CUSTOMERS'
CHOICE AWARD
NOMINATION

BY: RYAN MOBERLY

Photos courtsey of: 

Alabama Retail Association Facebook

Photo courtsey of:

The Beach House Kitchen & Cocktails



G O V E R N M E N T ,  P U B L I C  P O L I C Y ,

A N D  A D V O C A C Y

H E L P F U L  L I N K S

GRAPHIC COURTESY OF: 
U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

City of Orange Beach Community Newsletters - 
https://www.orangebeachal.gov/community-newsletter
 

City of Gulf Shores Civic Alerts - 
https://www.gulfshoresal.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx
 

Baldwin County Sales Tax Newsletter - 
https://baldwincountyal.gov/departments/sales-use-tax/newsletters
 

Business Council of Alabama Website - 
https://www.bcatoday.org/
 

https://www.orangebeachal.gov/community-newsletter
https://www.gulfshoresal.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx
https://baldwincountyal.gov/departments/sales-use-tax/newsletters
https://www.bcatoday.org/


GETTING SOCIAL - SUMMER 2019 EDITION
Follow us on social media!
Facebook - Coastal Alabama Business Chamber
Twitter - @BizChamberAL
YouTube - Coastal Alabama Business Chamber

IF YOU MISSED THE RIBBON

CUTTING, YOU CAN STILL COME

DOWN TO SANDSHAKER AT THE

WHARF FOR AN ACTION PACKED

FRIDAY NIGHT 😎

IT IS ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL

DAY HERE IN COASTAL

ALABAMA!

CONGRATULATIONS ALVITA RUSSELL,

WHO WAS RECENTLY NAMED COASTAL

ALABAMA BUSINESS CHAMBER

DIPLOMAT OF THE MONTH FOR MAY 2019!

YOU NEVER KNOW WHO YOUR GOING

TO RUN INTO AT A COASTAL ALABAMA

BUSINESS CHAMBER AFTER HOURS!

AWESOME CHAMBER & GREAT

PEOPLE 😎

LOVE, LOVE, LOVE BEING ON THE

COASTAL ALABAMA BUSINESS

CHAMBER’S ISLAND SPIRIT

COMMITTEE!

WE HAVE BEEN PRESENTED WITH THE

COMMERCIAL BEAUTIFICATION AWARD

FOR THE BEST YARD IN GULF SHORES!

THANKS FOR CHOOSING US AND MOST

IMPORTANTLY THANKS TO MY MAMA! 

CABC - FACEBOOK CABC - FACEBOOK

DRUNKEN SHRIMP - FACEBOOKTIM LOWER - FACEBOOK ELLEN MURPHY - FACEBOOK

CABC - FACEBOOK

https://www.facebook.com/MyGulfCoastChamber/
https://www.facebook.com/MyGulfCoastChamber/
https://www.facebook.com/drunkenshrimpseafood/
https://www.facebook.com/MyGulfCoastChamber/

