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Water conditions
The latest drought map for conditions 
as of May 21 shows a less than one 
percentage point decrease in drought 
from the previous week, making it the 
fourth consecutive week that drought has 
declined. The largest drought contractions 
occurred in Travis County in Central Texas 
and Bailey County in the Panhandle.

Map courtesy of the 
U.S. Drought Monitor
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Lake Buchanan storage
Storage in Lake Buchanan, an important water supply reservoir in Central Texas, has been about 40 
percentage points lower than normal for most of 2024. In May, storage increased by 25 percentage 
points but still remains more than 20 percentage points lower than normal for the time of year.

TWDB chart

Drought conditions
	26%	 now

	26%	 a week ago

23%		 three months ago

	42%	 a year ago

Intensity
D0	abnormally dry

D1	 moderate drought

D2	severe drought

D3	extreme drought

D4	exceptional drought

By Dr. Mark Wentzel, Hydrologist, Office of Water Science and Conservation
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