
Collect of the Day: 
O Lord, since You never fail to help and govern 
those whom You nurture in Your steadfast fear 
and love, work in us a perpetual fear and love 
of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Introit: 
Psalm 18:1-2a, 27, 30a, 49  
(antiphon: Psalm 18:18b-19) — I love You,  
O Lord, my strength

Psalm: 
Psalm 34:12-22 (antiphon: v. 11) — I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord

Old Testament Reading: 
Proverbs 9:1-10 — The Way of Wisdom

Gradual: 
Psalm 120:1–2 — I called to the Lord,  
and He answered me

Epistle: 
Ephesians 2:13-22 — One in Christ

Verse:
Psalm 7:17 — Alleluia. I will give to the Lord 
the thanks due to his righteousness, and I will sing 
praise to the name of the Lord, the Most High. 
Alleluia.

Luke 14:15–24 esv

Author and Date: 
Luke the Evangelist around AD 55-60. This lesson is one parable Jesus teaches 
during a Sabbath Day feast at the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees.  
This teaching takes place during the period of Jesus’ travel toward Jerusalem  
and the cross (see Luke 9:51).
15 When one of those who reclined at table with [Jesus] heard these things, he said  
to him, “Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!”

• This is a statement on the heels of what Jesus says about healing on the Sabbath 
(see verses 1-6): “Which of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well 
on a Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?”; what Jesus says about 
seating arrangements at a wedding feast (verses 7-11): “For everyone who exalts 
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”; and 
what Jesus says about whom to invite to dinner parties (verses 12-14): “For you 
will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

16 But he said to him,  “A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 
17 And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had 
been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.’

• The ESV translates a certain Greek word as “banquet”. This word can also 
mean “feast”, which gives us some indication that this is a substantial meal. 
This recalls how heaven is described elsewhere in the Scriptures—as a great 
feast (see Isaiah 25:1-9 and Revelation 19:6-10). We even see this feasting 
in the presence of God here in time in Exodus 24:9-12. However, this word 
can also mean “supper,” referring to the evening meal. The Holy Spirit uses 
this word to describe the Lord’s Supper in I Corinthians 11:20.

• Notice how the invitation goes out to many. God desires the salvation of 
all and enter into fellowship with Him through this feast. There are no 
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requirements made of the person to come and enjoy the 
feast. God Himself prepares it; He Himself is both Host 
and meal. This supper, then, is the call of the Gospel 
that goes out to all through the Holy Spirit’s work in the 
preaching of the Word.

18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said 
to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. 
Please have me excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought 
five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me 
excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come.’

• It is tempting, like last week with the rich man’s wealth, to 
suppose that there is something worthy of condemnation 
in farming, tending livestock, and marriage in and 
of themselves. But again, Abraham had great wealth, 
and Jacob owned a great deal of livestock. God clearly 
instituted marriage in the Garden of Eden and blesses it.

• Instead, we must remember that this is a parable told about 
the Kingdom of God. Thus, the sin is not in the things 
mentioned in these verses, but the sin is in the rejection of 
the gracious invitation of the Master—that is, of the Gospel 
itself. Nothing must take priority over this invitation. As 
Jesus says in Matthew 10:37, “Whoever loves father or 
mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever 
loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”

• This means that anything that gets in the way of receiving 
the Lord’s gifts in the Divine Service puts us in mortal 
danger. Jesus describes something similar in the parable 
of the sower, with the seed the falls on the rock and among 
the weeds (see Luke 8:4-15). In the 3rd Commandment, 
God requires us to gladly hear preaching and learn His 
Word. To allow anything to stand in the way of this is a 
despising of God and His Word.

• In Jesus’ context, this was a parable told against the Jews 
and the rejection of the Christ, who was the promised 
fulfillment of all their ceremonies. However, we can also 
apply that to our day, to those who have rejected Christ’s 
Word and Sacraments today.

21 So the servant came and reported these things to his master. 
Then the master of the house became angry and said to his 
servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and 
bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’

• Luther notes in one place that the Gospel is like a passing 
rain shower. When the Word is rejected in one place, it 

moves to another. Here, the master of the house takes 
the invitation to sit at the wedding feast and extends it 
to others. Likewise, we should make use of God’s Word 
while we still have it, lest it be taken from us.

22 And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been 
done, and still there is room.’ 23 And the master said to the 
servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges and compel 
people to come in, that my house may be filled.

• Of course, we cannot make anyone believe the Gospel. 
However, St. Paul urges young pastor Timothy to “preach 
the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 
rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” 
Pastors should be persistent in preaching the Word to 
their people, but so also should Christian laymen be 
ready and willing to “make a defense for the hope that is 
in [them].” (I Peter 3:15).

• This shows us that the Word of God, in itself, has the 
power to convert the unbelieving heart. Through the 
Word of Christ, faith is created that receives joyfully the 
gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation that Christ comes 
to bring to fallen man.

24 For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall 
taste my banquet.’”

• This is a stern warning to us who may be tempted to allow 
the cares and pleasures of life to choke out the Word among 
us. The author of Hebrews says, “For it is impossible, in 
the case of those who have once been enlightened, who 
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy 
Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of the word of God 
and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen 
away, to restore them again to repentance, since they are 
crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm 
and holding him up to contempt.” (6:4-6) Neglecting the 
Lord’s Word is detrimental to salvation!

• But the Lord’s promises still stand. The invitation continues 
to go out to us and to the world through Baptism and the 
preaching of the Word. Through these things, our Lord leads 
us to His table, which is a foretaste of the heavenly banquet, 
which all the faithful will enjoy in eternal paradise. We may 
find comfort in this, because this text demonstrates that it is 
the Lord who invites us to His table, and it is the Lord who 
creates and sustains the faith necessary in us to believe His 
Word and receive the promises that He has secured for us in 
the shedding of His blood.


