
Better Building Codes
YOU can change the way buildings are built around 
the world for the better.



● Founded in 2000
● We provide a network and expertise to help town 

level groups take action on climate locally
● A network of organizations (our 50+ chapters) 

and advocates at the town and city level 
● Work to make community level change and turn 

that into state and national level change. 

What is MCAN?



● Largest and oldest grassroots environmental group in the country

● Environmental Organization with Social Justice at our core

● Here in MA, we are working to support community members on 

sustainable initiatives in their communities, and to advocate for 

decarbonization of energy economy-wide: increasing energy 

efficiency as part of achieving 100% renewable electricity.



Climate Change is Happening

Tornados in Springfield, MA



The national picture?



It’s all about the local action!

   Local has always led on climate change



We have the tools



Why You?

Advocates make change happen!

MA has thousands of eligible officials, 

but during the last code cycle less 

than a quarter registered to vote and 

less than 100 actually voted.
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MAPC: About Us



Net Zero as a Framework for Holistic 
Climate Planning

Multi-Benefit Outcomes
• Energy
• Economic
• Environmental
• Public Health
• Equity
• Livability

Bringing Net Zero to 101 Cities and Towns 
and Beyond



Buildings and Climate

Source: Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Global Warming 
Solutions Act (GWSA) 10-Year 
Progress Report, 2019. 
https://www.mass.gov/files/docum
ents/2019/01/02/GWSA-10-Year-P
rogress-Report.pdf



Policy Toolbox



Q: What is code?

A: “Building codes are sets of regulations 
that address structural integrity, fire 
resistance, safe exits, lighting, 
ventilation, and construction 
materials. They specify the minimum 
requirements to safeguard the 
health, safety, and general welfare of 
building occupant.” – FEMA

Source: https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1903-25045-1885/building_codes_toolkit_fact_sheet.pdf, Accessed 12-9-18

What is Code?

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/20130726-1903-25045-1885/building_codes_toolkit_fact_sheet.pdf


IECC and the State Building Code
Mass General Law (MGL), Chapter 143, 
Section 94

“To adopt and fully integrate the latest 
International Energy Conservation 
Code as part of the state building 
code, together with any more stringent 
energy-efficiency provisions that the 
board, in consultation with the 
Department of Energy Resources, 
concludes are warranted.”



Better Buildings



Thank you!

Cammy Peterson
Director of Clean Energy

Metropolitan Area Planning Council
cpeterson@mapc.org

mailto:cpeterson@mapc.org


What is aggregation?
In 2019, we have the chance to boost efficiency of new buildings 

If we register enough pro- efficiency local officials we can make buildings 
better, safer and more cost-effective for everyone regardless of income

Help us identify, reach out to and  register local officials in your town /city. 
Their votes will help ensure that the 2021 IECC updates get us closer to 
achieving our climate and energy goals

Here’s what the process and timeline looks like going forward

What’s Next?



What is aggregation?
Governmental Member:  The governmental unit, agency or department that must 
register to vote. This can be any Town or any eligible department in the Town (ie: 
Town of Westborough, or Planning Board of Westborough, or Select Board of 
Westborough.) From now on referred to as Entity.

Governmental Member Voting Representative (GMVR):  The number of voters per 
registered Entity.  From now on referred to as Voter

Primary Representative:  The person responsible for registering the slate of voters for 
each Entity. From now referred to as Point Person

Glossary of Terms



ACTION: Join or renew 
registration to International Code 
Council (ICC) 

Population Registration Costs

0-50,000 $135

50,000 – 150,000 $240

150,000 + $370



ACTION: Deadline to register your 
entity and designate your Point 
Person

➔ A city/ town can register 
multiple departments or 
entities. Each entity is 
eligible to register a full 
slate of voters



ACTION: Deadline for entities or 
departments to register their 
slate of voters

➔ Designated point person 
registers slate of 4, 8 or 12 
voters 

Population Max Number of Votes Per 
Registered Government 
Entity

0-50,000 4

50,000 – 150,000 8

150,000 + 12



ACTION: Vote

➔ Online voting to finalize 
2021 IECC is open from 
13-27 November (tentative) 

➔ Voting takes 45 mins to 2 
hours

Vote Together: 
➔ Gather your Voters and laptops 

together for an online ‘voting party’ 
(with pizza)



ACTION: Final day (tentative) for eligible 
local officials to vote to put the 2021 
IECC on a path of steady progress

VOTING IS EASY using the voting guide

➔ We will have final guidance on 
which proposals to support two 
weeks before voting opens

Red Light / Green Light Voting Guide 

Vote YES for proposals that boost 
efficiency

Vote NO for proposals that roll back 
or trade-away efficiency



TIMELINE &
KEY DATES 



Next Steps



What is aggregation?Step 1:

Build your team!



What is aggregation?Step 2:

ID eligible voters who are Climate Champs:

● Members of city councils or boards of selectmen

● Members of planning departments

● City and town managers

● Sustainability directors

● Energy managers



What is aggregation?Step 3:

 Access our materials
Email rebecca@massclimateaction.net 

or veena.dharmaraj@sierraclub.org for...

● Scripts for calling advocates & officials

● 2-pager for municipal officials

● 2 pager for advocates (that’s you!)

mailto:rebecca@massclimateaction.net
mailto:veena.dharmaraj@sierraclub.org




What is aggregation?Step 4:

 For a few hours of your 
time, you can help change 
the way buildings are built 

around the world.

Stay involved & get folks registered!

Bonus round: 
Net Zero 

Stretch Code!



Join us to make buildings more 
efficient, more equitable, and safer 

for everyone.

 rebecca@massclimateaction.net                veena.dharmaraj@sierraclub.org

mailto:rebecca@massclimateaction.net
mailto:veena.dharmaraj@sierraclub.org


What is aggregation?Questions?

Contact Rebecca Winterich-Knox at  

rebecca@massclimateaction.net    

Contact Veena Dharmaraj at 

veena.dharmaraj@sierraclub.org      

mailto:rebecca@massclimateaction.net
mailto:veena.dharmaraj@sierraclub.org

