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Abstract

Issues of inmate and ex-offender’s reentry have been constantly
noticed by the Ministry of Justice (MOJ) in Taiwan. Over the past two
decades, the MOJ had conducted four surveys on “The Needs of Job
Re-entry and Employment for Ex-Offender” in 1991, 1992, 1999, and
2014. This paper used meta-analysis to review the effectiveness of
vocational training programs for inmates .Analyses of the survey data
reveal three common characteristics: (1)inmates believe vocation training
can help find a job while reentry; (2)vocational training opportunities
offered by the prison were inadequate and decreased due to prison
overcrowding in recent years. (3)Inmates who received vocational
training program in prison tend to seek employment immediately after
his/her release. However data also indicate that the vocational training
has nothing to do with long-term career development. Based on these
results, the studies concluded that vocational training in prison tends to
benefit inmates’ self-confidence and help them establish a proper attitude
at workplace, thus increasing opportunities for employment. For those
who have a criminal record, as employers' perceptions, the ex-offender’s
attitude is more important than his/her vocational skills. This research
outcome should help MOJ policy making and implications on vocation
training in prison for future are discussed.

Key word: meta-analysis, ex-offender, vocational training in prison,

re-entry income, minimum expense standard.
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