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By 1999, Indonesian waters accounted for more than one third of the reported sea
robbery incidents in the world. This concern remains, particularly in view of a
sustained spate of armed robbery against ships in Indonesia territorial waters, in the
Strait of Malacca and Singapore and in tri-border areas (bordered by Indonesia,

Malaysia and the Philippine) in the Sulawesi Sea.l

Efforts to address the surge in armed robbery at sea in Indonesian waters do not consist
exclusively of military measures. Another important measure is the Indonesian
Government’'s Coastal Communities’ Empowerment Program (Pemberdayaan
Masyarakat Pesisir).? Initiatives such as the Indonesian Navy welfare improvement
project (Operasi Bhakti) and the Ministry of Fishery and Marine Affairs economic
empowerment scheme (Pemberdayaan Ekonomi Masyarakat Pesisir) contribute to this

program.

Officials emphasized that through the economic empowerment program, the
Government expects that the option to gain income through conducting sea robbery will
no longer appeal to local residents.?> The seven regencies of Rokan, Hilir, Bengkalis,
Siak, Palawan, Indragiri Ilir and Karimun, which border the Strait of Malacca and
Singapore, are viewed as the key priority areas.* Second in the welfare program’s
priority list are other regencies that border other important straits, including the

Lombok and the Sunda Straits.>

The Indonesian Government’s coastal communities’ empowerment program

contributes to the economic and environmental dimensions of sustainable development.
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It generates additional economic income and creates new employment opportunities.
Traditionally in Galang Baru village, Batam (which lies close to the Straits of Malacca
and Singapore) the main local marine industry focuses on trans-shipment and shipyard
business. The new seaweed farming business developed as part of the empowerment
program created additional employment opportunities for the local population.t
Another example can be seen in the West Bangka Regency where 1,647 fishermen
gained access to the Ministry of Fishery and Marine Affairs, Coastal Communities’
Economic Empowerment program.” The economic empowerment program has assisted
local communities to develop their alternative livelihood as fresh and brackish water

fish farmers.8

The coastal communities’ empowerment program offers benefits for the environment.
The introduction of alternative livelihoods, particularly seaweed farming, contributes to
the development of bio-fuel production that uses seaweed as a raw material. This
development is expected to provide an alternative solution to land-based raw materials
for bio-fuel, such as palm oil, which have caused massive deforestation across
Indonesia.? Newly introduced economic activities, such as seaweed and salt farming,
represent alternative ways to earn a living, other than through fishing. This assists
Indonesia in tackling the rampant problem of overfishing in almost all Indonesian

waters.10
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