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AN ADMINISTRATIVE SHORTLIST PER COUNTRY
PATENTS IN LATIN AMERICA

*Some companies prefer to hire a European law firm to manage their entire patent portfolio. In those cases, a European attorney chooses and supervises a representative in each country where the patent is registered. This option is 
advisable when there are very large patent portfolios and when the company prefers an external IP management rather than an in-house one.

**This is only an estimation of the minimum price of protection, which serves only as a guide, since additional costs may apply. The costs expressed in euros are subject to change due to variations in the exchange rate with the local 
currency. Costs were updated in January 2021.

***Estimates have been calculated using a simple application, with no opposition or temporary rejection by the office, which would require further action by the applicant. The duration of procedures may still vary.

Argentina Bolivia Brazil Chile Colombia
What can be protected? Inventions: solutions for technical problems 

Where to register? INPI SENAPI INPI INAPI SIC

How to register? Online/ Mail/ In person Online/ In person Online/ In person Online/ In person Online/ In person

Requirements
Novelty: an invention that has not been published or disclosed to the public at global level. 

Inventive step: the invention does not clearly derive from the current state-of-the-art for a person skilled in the art. 
Industrial applicability: can be made or used in any kind of industry

Need for local 
representation*

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

PCT membership No No Yes Yes Yes

Grace period 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year

Duration 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 

Costs of national 
registration**

Filing: 59€ + 2€ per 
additional claim past the 

first 10 
Examination: 98€ + 4€ per 
additional claim past the 

first 10

Filing: 95€ 
Examination: 118€

Filing: 28€ 
Examination: 93€ up to 

10 claims, 16€ to 78€ per 
additional claims

Filing: 59€ 
Publication: 23€ 

Examination: 592€ 
Registration: 176€

Filing: 21€ + 11€ per claim 
past the first 10 

Examination: 310€

Length of registration 
procedure***

5-7 years, but can last up to 
10 years for pharmaceutical 

or biotechnological 
innovations.

5-7 years Over 5 years Over 2 years 1-2 years

https://www.senapi.gob.bo/propiedad-intelectual/propiedad-industrial
https://www.inapi.cl/
https://www.sic.gov.co/tema/propiedad-Industrial
https://www.argentina.gob.ar/inpi
https://www.senapi.gob.bo/propiedad-intelectual/propiedad-industrial
https://www.gov.br/inpi/pt-br
https://www.inapi.cl/patentes/tramites/tramitacion-de-patentes
https://sipi.sic.gov.co/sipi/Extra/Default.aspx?sid=637461962864724944
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/
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AN ADMINISTRATIVE SHORTLIST PER COUNTRY
PATENTS IN LATIN AMERICA

*Some companies prefer to hire a European law firm to manage their entire patent portfolio. In those cases, a European attorney chooses and supervises a representative in each country where the patent is registered. This option is 
advisable when there are very large patent portfolios and when the company prefers an external IP management rather than an in-house one.

**This is only an estimation of the minimum price of protection, which serves only as a guide, since additional costs may apply. The costs expressed in euros are subject to change due to variations in the exchange rate with the local 
currency. Costs were updated in January 2021.

***Estimates have been calculated using a simple application, with no opposition or temporary rejection by the office, which would require further action by the applicant. The duration of procedures may still vary.

Costa Rica Cuba Dominican Republic Ecuador El Salvador

What can be protected? Inventions: solutions for technical problems 

Where to register? RPI OCPI ONAPI SENADI CNR

How to register? In person In person In person Online/ In person In person

Requirements
Novelty: an invention that has not been published or disclosed to the public at global level. 

Inventive step: the invention does not clearly derive from the current state-of-the-art for a person skilled in the art. 
Industrial applicability: can be made or used in any kind of industry

Need for local 
representation*

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based 
applicants - does not need to 

be a lawyer

PCT membership Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Grace period 1 year 6 months 1 year 1 year 1 year

Duration 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 

Costs of national 
registration**

Filing: 407€ 
Examination: 428€ 
Registration: 407€

Filing: 367€ + 64€ per claim 
past the first one 

Registration: 160€

Filing: 163€  
Examination: 196€

Publication application: 50€ 
Publication of registration: 66€

Filing: 404€ + 45€ per 
additional claim past the first 

10 
Examination: 487€ 
Registration: 166€

Filing: 47€ 
Examination: 245€ +VAT + 8€ 
per additional claim past the 

first one

Length of registration 
procedure*** 5 years 4-5 years 3-4 years 5-7 years 5 years

http://www.registronacional.go.cr/propiedad_industrial/index.htm
http://www.ocpi.cu/invenciones-y-modelos-industriales/101
https://www.onapi.gob.do/index.php
https://www.derechosintelectuales.gob.ec/
https://www.cnr.gob.sv/
http://www.registronacional.go.cr/propiedad_industrial/index.htm
http://www.ocpi.cu/invenciones-y-modelos-industriales/101
https://www.onapi.gob.do/index.php
https://www.derechosintelectuales.gob.ec/
https://www.e.cnr.gob.sv/ServiciosOL/portada/rpi.htm
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/
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AN ADMINISTRATIVE SHORTLIST PER COUNTRY
PATENTS IN LATIN AMERICA

Guatemala Honduras Mexico Nicaragua Panama

What can be protected? Inventions: solutions for technical problems 

Where to register? RPI DIGEPIH IMPI RPI DIGERPI

How to register?
Online (for submitting and 

obtaining a provisional filing 
date) and in person

In person Online In person In person

Requirements
Novelty: an invention that has not been published or disclosed to the public at global level. 

Inventive step: the invention does not clearly derive from the current state-of-the-art for a person skilled in the art. 
Industrial applicability: can be made or used in any kind of industry

Need for local 
representation*

Yes, for foreign-based appli-
cants - does not need to be a 

registered lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based appli-
cants - does not need to be a 

registered lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based appli-
cants - does not need to be a 

registered lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based appli-
cants - does not need to be a 

registered lawyer

Yes, applicants must be repre-
sented by a local lawyer

PCT membership Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Grace period 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year

Duration 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 

Costs of national 
registration**

Filing: 262€
Examination: 314€ 
Registration: 68€

Filing: 24€ 
Examination: 51€

Filing: 187€ + 3€ per addi-
tional page past the first 30 

Registration: 128€

Filing: 163€ 
Examination: 245€
Registration: 17€

Filing: 95€ 
Publication: 6€ 

Examination: 202€

Length of registration 
procedure*** 3-4 years 3 years 2-5 years 3 years 5 years

*Some companies prefer to hire a European law firm to manage their entire patent portfolio. In those cases, a European attorney chooses and supervises a representative in each country where the patent is registered. This option is 
advisable when there are very large patent portfolios and when the company prefers an external IP management rather than an in-house one.

**This is only an estimation of the minimum price of protection, which serves only as a guide, since additional costs may apply. The costs expressed in euros are subject to change due to variations in the exchange rate with the local 
currency. Costs were updated in January 2021.

***Estimates have been calculated using a simple application, with no opposition or temporary rejection by the office, which would require further action by the applicant. The duration of procedures may still vary.

https://rpi.gob.gt/portalrpi/
https://www.ip.gob.hn/intelectual
https://www.mific.gob.ni/REGISTRODELAPROPIEDADINTELECTUAL/tabid/110/language/es-NI/Default.aspx
http://www.digerpi.gob.pa/
https://www.ip.gob.hn/patentes
http://www.digerpi.gob.pa/
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/
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AN ADMINISTRATIVE SHORTLIST PER COUNTRY
PATENTS IN LATIN AMERICA

Paraguay Peru Uruguay Venezuela

What can be protected? Inventions: solutions for technical problems

Where to register? DINAPI INDECOPI MIEMI SAPI

How to register? In person In person / Online Online In person

Requirements
Novelty: an invention that has not been published or disclosed to the public at global level. 

Inventive step: the invention does not clearly derive from the current state-of-the-art for a person skilled in the art. 
Industrial applicability: can be made or used in any kind of industry

Need for local 
representation*

Yes, applicants must be represented 
by a lawyer registered with DINAPI

Yes, for foreign-based applicants -does 
not need to be a registered lawyer

Yes, for foreign-based applicants - does 
not need to be a registered lawyer

Yes, applicants must be represented 
by a lawyer registered with SAPI

PCT membership No Yes No No

Grace Period 1 year 1 year 1 year 1 year

Duration 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 20 years from the filing date 
5 or 10 years from the date of grant-

ing (upon request)

Costs of national 
registration**

Filing: 71€ 
Publication: 11€ 

Examination fee: 71€

Filing: 163€ + 6€ per additional claim 
past 10 

Examination: 124€ 
Registration: 57€

Filing: 208€ + 12€ per additional 
claim past 10 

Publication: 125€ 
Examination: 125€ + 21€ per addi-

tional claim past 10

221€

Length of Registration 
Procedure*** 6-7 years Up to 5 years Over 7 years 7 years

*Some companies prefer to hire a European law firm to manage their entire patent portfolio. In those cases, a European attorney chooses and supervises a representative in each country where the patent is registered. This option is 
advisable when there are very large patent portfolios and when the company prefers an external IP management rather than an in-house one.

**This is only an estimation of the minimum price of protection, which serves only as a guide, since additional costs may apply. The costs expressed in euros are subject to change due to variations in the exchange rate with the local 
currency. Costs were updated in January 2021.

***Estimates have been calculated using a simple application, with no opposition or temporary rejection by the office, which would require further action by the applicant. The duration of procedures may still vary.

https://www.dinapi.gov.py/portal/v3/propiedad-industrial/patentes/aprender/registrar/
https://www.gob.pe/indecopi
https://www.gub.uy/tramites/registro-patentes
https://www.dinapi.gov.py/portal/v3/propiedad-industrial/patentes/aprender/registrar/
https://www.gob.pe/indecopi
https://www.gub.uy/tramites/registro-patentes
https://www.wipo.int/pct/en/


6

AN ADMINISTRATIVE SHORTLIST PER COUNTRY
PATENTS IN LATIN AMERICA

Country IP Factsheets

 - Argentina IP Country Factsheet
 - Bolivia IP Country Factsheet
 - Brazil IP Country Factsheet
 - Chile IP Country Factsheet
 - Costa Rica IP Country Factsheet
 - Cuba IP Country Factsheet
 - Dominican Republic IP Country Factsheet
 - Ecuador IP Country Factsheet
 - Central America IP Country Factsheet
 - Mexico IP Country Factsheet
 - Paraguay IP Country Factsheet
 - Peru IP Country Factsheet
 - Uruguay IP Country Factsheet
 - Venezuela IP Country Factsheet

Further information

 - Identifying your Intellectual Property assets
 - How to register your patent in Mexico
 - Patent Acceleration in Brazil
 - How to conduct a patent search: the basics
 - IPR as a tool for internationalisation: Patents

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2bfca01b-7205-11e9-9f05-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-164518153
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5d4ec3ed-f959-11ea-991b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-184733505
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/410f0673-1994-11eb-b57e-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-184733590
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4109d652-1994-11eb-b57e-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-184733770
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/979ded90-a677-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-184734141
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/latin-america-ip-sme-helpdesk/latin-america-factsheets_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/81bdc4e1-fb9f-11e9-8c1f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4366be34-03b6-11eb-a511-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/36a1970f-1647-11ea-8c1f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/c40faa22-7203-11e9-9f05-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-164626839
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/4caa2645-4c82-11ea-b8b7-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/latin-america-ip-sme-helpdesk/latin-america-factsheets_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/5892c019-e80e-11ea-ad25-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/latin-america-ip-sme-helpdesk/latin-america-factsheets_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/latin-america-ip-sme-helpdesk/latin-america-factsheets_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3b806cda-f955-11ea-991b-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-164511590
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/latin-america-ip-sme-helpdesk/latin-america-factsheets_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/latin-america-ip-sme-helpdesk/latin-america-factsheets_en
https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu/regional-helpdesks/latin-america-ip-sme-helpdesk/latin-america-factsheets_en
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AN ADMINISTRATIVE SHORTLIST PER COUNTRY
PATENTS IN LATIN AMERICA

The Latin America IP SME Helpdesk offers multilingual services (English, French, German, Spanish and Portuguese1), with free 
information and first-line legal advice on IP related subjects, as well as training, webinars and publications, especially designed for 
EU SMEs.

HELPLINE First-line advisory service on IP protection and enforcement for EU SMEs working or planning to operate 
in Latin America. 

TRAINING Targeted trainings and webinars on IPR protection and enforcement for EU SMEs (including sector- 
specific approaches).

IP CONTENT State-of-the-art publications (factsheets, learning modules, videos, IP glossary, info graphics, case 
studies and newsletters) on the protection and enforcement of IPR in Latin America – specifically addressing IP 
matters from the SME business needs point of view.

AWARENESS RAISING EVENTS Participation in events attended by EU SMEs to increase the awareness of IP 
and of the visibility of the services provided by the Helpdesk.  

IP ANALYSIS Analysis of IP challenges faced by EU SMEs in the target markets.

IP DIAGNOSTIC TOOLKIT Toolkit for self-evaluation of the IP-status of the user in terms of IP knowledge and 
management.

IP COST TOOL Online tool that allows the user to pre evaluate the costs related to IP management in every Latin 
American country covered by the Helpdesk.

1The language offer will depend on the specific service and experts’ availability.

@
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If you have any queries on how to protect your Intellectual 
Property in Latinamerica contact our Helpdesk service:

helpline@latinamerica-ipr-helpdesk.eu
+34 96 590 9684
Working Hours: Monday - Friday 9:00 -16:30 (CEST)

If you want more information on additional free services 
offered by the Helpdesk contact the coordination team:

info@latinamerica-ipr-helpdesk.eu
University of Alicante, Campus San Vicente del Raspeig, 
Edificio Torre de Control, 03690 Alicante, Spain
+34 96 590 9684

Follow us on Social Media and stay tuned on new releases 
of factsheets and other IP content:

https://intellectual-property-helpdesk.ec.europa.eu

©European Union, 2021
Reuse is authorised provided the source is acknowledged. 
The reuse policy of European Commission documents is regulated by Decision 2011/833/EU (OJ L 330, 14.12.2011, p.39).

Disclaimer: The Latin America IP SME Helpdesk –An initiative of the European Commission– is a free service for SMEs which provides practical, objective 
and factual information about Intellectual Property Rights in Latin America. The services are not of a legal or advisory nature and no responsibility 
is accepted for the results of any actions made on the basis of its services. The content and opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the European Commission and/or the European Innovation Council and SMEs Executive Agency (EISMEA) or any other 
body of the European Union. Before taking specific actions in relation to IP protection or enforcement all customers are advised to seek independent 
advice. Neither the European Commission nor the Agency may be held responsible for the use which may be made of the information contained herein.
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