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Preface

UNESCO has declared 2021 the year of the famous Lithuanian
scholar Marija Gimbutiené (Maria Gimbutas), dedicated to the
100th anniversary of her birth.

To mark the occasion, the Lithuanian Institute of History and the
National Museum — Palace of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania are
hosting a virtual international conference Maria Gimbutas in
Lithuania and the World: a Centenary Commemoration.

Maria Gimbutas (1921-1994) is one of the most distinguished
Lithuanian professors and archaeologists, whose work is known and
appreciated not only in Lithuania, but also all over the world. She
was an outstanding personality, whose range of interests reflected
her broad horizons, not only in archaeology, but also in the fields
of religion, ethnology, linguistics and art history. The name and the
ideas of Maria Gimbutas have not lost their relevance in academic
communities and public forums. Her insights have established
themselves strongly in the current world of learning through the
most advanced studies in archaeology, linguistics and even DNA.

The purpose of the conference this is to bring together specialists
in different areas to discuss the importance of the research carried
out by Maria Gimbutas in the modern world of science. She was a
controversial researcher, whose ideas always provoked a range of
responses.

A total of 22 invited speakers from eight countries across Europe

and the world will discuss Gimbutas’ personality as a scholar
and her activities as a teacher and researcher. Questions such
as the ritualisation of anthropomorphic forms, the continuation
and collapse of different prehistoric processes, migration, direct
historical approaches and the social context of religion, and
civilisation as a keyword for historical discourse will be emphasised,




as well as reflecting on the archaeomythological reconstructions

of Maria Gimbutas.

Works by Maria Gimbutas remain relevant today, and dialogues
between different disciplines and different generations of scientists
allow us not only to understand the past, but also to look to the future.

Mokslinis ir organizacinis komitetas / Scientific and
organising committee
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PROGRAMA / PROGRAMME

ketvirtadienis

Thursday,

Konferencijos atidarymas / Opening of the conference

Sveikinimo kalbos / Welcome speeches

Dr. Alvydas NikZentaitis, Lietuvos istorijos instituto direktorius /
director of the Lithuanian Institute of History

Dr. Vydas Dolinskas, Nacionalinio muziejaus Lietuvos DidZiosios
Kunigaikstystés valdovy rimy direktorius / Director of the National
Museum — Palace of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania

Prof. dr. Ingé LuksSaité, Lietuvos istorijos institutas / Lithuanian
Institute of History

Moderatoré dr. Agné Civilyté (Lietuvos istorijos institutas /
Lithuanian Institute of History)

Dr. Agné éivilyté (Lietuvos istorijos institutas, Vilnius, Lietuva /
Lithuanian Institute of History, Vilnius, Lithuania)

Marija Gimbutiené XXI amZiuje: atmintis ir reiksme / Maria
Gimbutas in the 21st Century: Memory and Significance

Prof. dr. Egidijus Aleksandravicius (Kauno Vytauto DidZiojo
universitetas, Lietuva / Viytautas Magnus University, Kaunas, Lithuania)

Marija Gimbutiené — lietuviy diasporos intelektualinéje erdvéje /
Maria Gimbutas in the Intellectual space of the Lithuanian Diaspora

Kavos pertrauka / Coffee break

Kornelija Jankauskaité (nepriklausoma tyréja, Marijos Gimbutienés
biografé, Vilnius, Lietuva / independent researcher, biographer of Maria
Gimbutas, Vilnius, Lithuania)

Marija Gimbutiené — keliautoja ir tyréja / Maria Gimbutiené:
Traveller and Researcher

Prof. dr. Ernestine Elster (University of California Los Angeles, USA /
Kalifornijos Los AndZelo universitetas, JAV)

The Concept of Old Europe and the Sitagroi Excavations / Senosios
Europos koncepcija ir kasinéjimai Sitagroi

Prof. dr. Jean Paul Demoule (University of Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne,
France / ParyZiaus | Panteono—Sorbonos universitetas, Prancizija)

Maria Gimbutas, the Neolithic Excavation at Anzabegovo and
“Old Europe” / Marija Gimbutiené, kasinéjimai Anzabegove
ir ,Senoji Europa”
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PROGRAMA / PROGRAMME

ketvirtadienis

Thursday,

Prof. dr. James Mallory (Queen’s University Belfast, UK /
Belfasto Karalienés universitetas, JK)

Maria Gimbutas in the Classroom and in the Field: A Short Personal
Reminiscence / Marija Gimbutiené auditorijoje ir kasinéjimuose:
asmeniniai jspudziai

Piety pertrauka / Lunch break

Moderatoré dr. Rasa Banyté-Rowell (Lietuvos istorijos institutas /
Lithuanian Institute of History)

Prof. dr. John Robb (Cambridge University, UK / KembridZo
universitetas, JK)

Maria Gimbutas’ Last Excavation: Scaloria Cave, Italy,
1978-1979 / Marijos Gimbutienés paskutiniai kasinéjimai:
Skalorijos ola, Italija 1978—1979 m.

Dr. Nurcan Yalman (Nisantasi University, Istanbul, Turkey / Niantado
universitetas, Stambulas, Turkija)

Maria Gimbutas and Catal Hoyiik: New Interpretations of Symbols /

Marija Gimbutiené ir Catal Chiujukas: nauja simboliy interpretacija

Prof. dr. Doug Bailey (San Francisco State University, USA /
San Francisko valstijos universitetas, JAV)

Beyond the Critique of Anecdotal Explanation: Maria Gimbutas’
archaeomythology of Prehistoric Figurines as Art/Archaeology /
Anapus anekdotiniy aiskinimy kritikos: Marijos Gimbutienés
priesistoriniy figaréliy archeomitologija kaip menas / archeologija

Kavos pertrauka / Coffee break

Prof. dr. lan Kuijt (University of Notre Dame, USA / Notr Damo
universitetas, JAV)

Commodification of the Neolithic Body: Social Symbols and Maria
Gimbutas / Neolitinio kiino suprekinimas: socialiniai simboliai ir
Marija Gimbutiené

Prof. dr. Peter Biehl (New York State University at Buffalo, USA /
Niujorko valstijos Bafalo universitetas, JAV)

The Symbolism of Anthropomorphic Figurines and their
Fragmentation / Antropomorfiniy figary ir jy fragmenty simbolika

Dr. Harald Stduble (Landesamt fiir Archdologie Sachsen, Halle,
Germany / Saksonijos archeologijos tarnyba, Halé, Vokietija)

Alone among Goddesses? Man and Sexuality in the Early
Neolithic, a Case Study / Vienas tarp deiviy? Viyras ir seksualumas
ankstyvajame neolite, atvejo analizé
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PROGRAMA / PROGRAMME

penktadienis
Friday,

Moderatorius prof. dr. Rimantas Jankauskas
(Vilniaus universitetas / Vilnius University)

Prof. dr. Aleksandr Kosko, Prof. dr. Marzena Szmyt
(Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan, Poland / Poznanés Adomo
Mickeviciaus universitetas, Lenkija)

Maria Gimbutas and her Vision of the Steppe Indo-
Europeanisation of Europe: Reception, Rejection, and
Revitalisation / Marija Gimbutiené ir jos stepiy indoeuropéjimo
vizija: priemimas, atmetimas ir atgimimas

Prof. dr. Anthony Harding (University of Exeter, UK / Ekseterio
universitetas, JK)

Maria Gimbutas, the Bronze Age, and the Kurgan Hypothesis in
the Light of Recent Research / Marija Gimbutiené, bronzos amzius

ir kurgany hipoteze naujy tyrimy sviesoje

Prof. dr. Rimantas Jankauskas (Vilniaus universitetas, Lietuva /
Vilnius University, Lithuania)

Paleogenetikos duomenys patvirtina Kurgany kultiros
Zmoniy migracijos j Ryty Baltijos krastus hipoteze /

Paleogenetic Data Support the Kurgan Culture Migration
Hypothesis to the Eastern Baltic

Kavos pertrauka / Coffee break

Prof. dr. Sharada Shirinivasan (National Institute of Advanced Studies
Bangalore, India / PaZzangiyjy moksly institutas, Bengallras, Indija)

Goddess Worship and the Dancing Form: Explorations into Ritual
in Indian Prehistory and Antiquity / Deives garbinimas ir Sokis:
ritualo tyrinéjimai Indijos prieSistoréje ir antikoje

Prof. dr. Janusz Czebreszuk (Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznar,
Poland / Poznanés Adomo Mickeviciaus universitetas, Lenkija)

Maria Gimbutas’ “Adventure” with Prehistoric Amber and what
Results from it for us / Marijos Gimbutienés ,nuotykiai“ su

priesistorés gintaru ir jy reiksmeé mums

Dr. Rasa Banyté-Rowell (Lithuanian Institute of History, Vilnius,
Lithuania / Lietuvos istorijos institutas, Vilnius, Lietuva)

Maria Gimbutas’ Dissertation and its Value: Burial Customs in
the Roman Period / Marijos Gimbutienés disertacija ir jos svarba:
romeniskojo laikotarpo laidosena

Piety pertrauka / Lunch break
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PROGRAMA / PROGRAMME 16.00-16.30

Balandzio 30 d.,
30 April

15.00-15.30 16.30-17.00

17.00-17.45

15.30-16.00




