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What are Intellectual Property rights?

Intellectual Property Rights are legally enforceable rights over
the use of inventions or other creative works. They confer a right
to exclude others from their use. This includes patents and utility
models, design patents , trade secrets, trade marks, geographical
indications and copyrights.
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MAINLAND CHINA IS THE EU’S
SECOND LARGEST TRADING
PARTNER, AFTER THE USA

Mainland China is the EU's largest trading partner.
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WHAT CAN YOU DO IF YOUR INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY HAS BEEN INFRINGED?

If you have been a victim of intellectual property
theft, you can take the following four types of action
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IP laws are territorial,
meaning that IP is enforceable
in China only upon valid
domestic registration.

China applies a ‘first-to-file
system’ for IP registrations
meaning that the party that
first registers a creation will
hold those rights, rather than
the party that first uses it.

Chinese enforcement bodies
generally require extensive
evidence of creation, use
and ownership of your IP,
such as certificates, receipts,
photos, designs, and contracts,
to deal with cases most
effectively.

Chinese IP laws are unsophisticated M YT H B U ST E R !

China acceded to the World Trade
Organisation in 2001 and overhauled its
IP laws to bring them into line with WTO
requirements.

The IP rights in China are of poor IP Laws and poor enforcement
quality favour domestic interests

Knowledge of intellectual property There is no bias in the laws or the
protection has grown since China’s judicial system. Covering 21 economies,
accession to the World Trade 48 countries and regions, China has
Organization in 2001, enabling it to signed AEO(Authorized Economic
develop and strengthen its intellectual Operator) agreements in the world to
property rights. facilitate Customs clearance

for companies.

Foreign parties cannot access the
enforcement system

The cost of IP litigation is already low by
international standards but by enforcing
your IP rights through administrative
actions, you can save even more costs.
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