












































railroads are adequate,? an industry survey to monitor whether tank cars used to transport
crude oil are being modified to comply with new safety standards,* and a crude oil
volatility study to determine the hazard of different types of crudes.’! PHMSA
recommends further filling these gaps through additional data collection on

exposure and changes to incident collection requirements so that more relevant data
can be collected.

2 FAST Act Section 7310 (requiring the Secretary of Transportation to conduct a study on the levels and structure
of insurance for railroad carriers that transport hazardous materials).

30 FAST Act Section 7308 (requiring the U.S. Department of Transportation to assemble and collect data on rail tank
cars transporting Class 3 flammable liquids).

31 FAST Act Section 7309 (requiring the U.S. Department of Transportatlon to research and report on crude oil
characteristics).
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Public Law Source:

FY 2016 Senate Committee Report 114-75, pp. 90-91

Crude Oil Shipment Across Various Modes of Transportation.—
In light of the drastic increase in the transportation of crude by rail
from 9,500 carloads in 2008 to 650,000 carloads in 2014, and the
recent catastrophic oil train derailments, including the disaster in
Quebec, Canada in 2013 that claimed the lives of 47 people, the derailment
of a train carrying 3 million gallons of crude oil in West

Virginia, in February, and the March oil train derailment in Galena,
[linois, that narrowly avoided the Mississippi River, the
Committee directs the Secretary to analyze the comparative safety
of shipping oil by rail, pipeline, or truck and report to the House
and Senate Committees on Appropriations within 90 days of enact-

ment of this act. The report should include the total volume of oil

spilled and the total volume of oil shipped by each mode of transportation
over each of the past 10 years as well as future estimates

of oil shipment volumes by each mode of transportation based on

recent trends and current policy, including the Department’s tank

car rulemaking. The report should indicate to Congress the safest

mode of transportation for the shipment of oil as well as necessary
measures to improve the safety of each form of transportation.




