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INTRODUCTION

The National Governors Association Center for Best Practices (NGA Center) and the Council of Chief
State School Officers (CCSSO) commissioned this report to chronicle the work of the Common Core State
StandardsValidation Committee, a key element of the Common Core State Standards Initiative (CCSSI).

BACKGROUND

The CCSSI is a historic effort designed to advance nationwide education reform. Coordinated by the
NGA Center and CCSSO, 48 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and theVirgin Islands have
voluntarily come together to create shared common core standards in English language arts (ELA) and
mathematics.The ultimate goal is for all American children to graduate from high school ready for college,
career pathways, and success in a global economy.

Work groups comprised of representatives from higher education, K-12 education, teachers, and
researchers drafted the Common Core State Standards.The work groups consulted educators,
administrators, community and parent organizations, higher education representatives, the business
community, researchers, civil rights groups, and states for feedback on each of the drafts. A list of work
groups and expert members is available at www.corestandards.org.

Unlike past standards setting efforts, the Common Core State Standards are based on best practices in
national and international education, as well as research and input from numerous sources including
scholars, assessment developers, professional organizations, and educators representing all grade levels
from kindergarten through postsecondary instruction. Contributions from the states and the public also
served to inform the standards development process.

The Common Core State Standards represent what American students need to know and do to be
successful in college and careers. Once the standards are adopted and implemented, states will determine
how best to measure and hold students accountable for meeting these standards.

THE VALIDATION COMMITTEE

The NGA Center and CCSSO, as part of the CCSSI, convened a 25-memberValidation Committee (VC)
composed of leading figures in the education standards community.The committee was charged with
providing independent, expert validation of the process of identifying the Common Core State Standards
as part of the CCSSI.TheVC:

›› Reviewed the process by which evidence was used to create K-12 and college- and career-readiness
standards; and

›› Determined that the standards-development principles were adhered to by examining the standards for:

• evidence of the knowledge and skills students need to be college- and career-ready,

• a proper level of clarity and specificity,

• evidence that the standards are comparable with other leading countries’ expectations, and

• a grounding in available evidence and research.

TheVC also provided the work groups with invaluable input on the draft standards.
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SELECTION OF THE VALIDATION COMMITTEE

Six governors and chief state school officers from states involved in the CCSSI selected the individual VC
members based on nominations from national organizations and states.The individuals selected for theVC
have experience in the development or implementation of national or international standards in education
or have a demonstrated record of exceptional or unique expertise in English language arts, mathematics, or
a related field, such as special education, English language learners, assessments, or curriculum development.

TheVC’s charge was to:

›› Review the process used to develop the Common Core State Standards and provide input and feedback
on that process; and

›› Validate the sufficiency of the evidence supporting the Common Core State Standards.

As a free-standing committee—independent of standard-setting responsibility—theVC’s role was to
observe and validate the process of identifying Common Core State Standards and assess the evidentiary
base for the standards.

PROCESS

TheVC was appointed in September 2009 and first met in Washington, D.C., in December 2009.The
committee’s second meeting was held in April 2010. Staffed by NGA Center and CCSSO personnel, these
meetings were augmented with intermittent telephone conference calls and e-mail exchanges among the
committee members.

FINDINGS

On April 7, 2010, theVC met in Washington, D.C., to discuss the strengths and areas for additional
consideration in the publicly released draft standards.The day-long conversation resulted in rich,
substantive feedback that informed the final content of the Common Core State Standards.TheVC
generally praised the writers of the standards, as well as NGA Center and CCSSO staff for the
tremendous overall progress.

TheVC was, for the most part, pleased with the content of the standards and with the direction they were
headed.The committee also provided suggestions for areas of the draft that would benefit from additional
consideration. In mathematics, these areas included: strengthening the use of technology; paying attention
to the specifics of the standards; providing a clearer explanation for the science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) label; and streamlining all of the learning progressions. In English language arts, the
committee focused on implementation issues, ranging from greater attention to the assessment of the
standards to stronger guidance on the intent of the standards.

In May 2010, theVC received an embargoed copy of the final content of the Common Core State
Standards for review and certification.TheVC, in reviewing the processes employed to develop the
standards, ultimately found them to be:
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›› Reflective of the core knowledge and skills in ELA and mathematics that students need to be
college- and career-ready;

›› Appropriate in terms of their level of clarity and specificity;

›› Comparable to the expectations of other leading nations;

›› Informed by available research or evidence;

›› The result of processes that reflect best practices for standards development;

›› A solid starting point for adoption of cross-state common core standards; and

›› A sound basis for eventual development of standards-based assessments.

THE FUTURE: AWORK IN PROGRESS

The certification and release of the Common Core State Standards is a historic milestone; however, it does
not mark the end of the work. Standard setting is an iterative process; there is no finish line.Alignment of
curricula and assessments to the Common Core State Standards—the next great task facing the states—will
be essential to the staying power and lasting impact of the standards.

The vital task of maintaining the continuity of the standards over time is another challenge.The standards will
need to be continuously updated through processes that may, on occasion, pull stakeholders in opposite
directions as consistency competes with the inevitable calls for changes or adjustments.

Effective long-term governance and organization of the CCSSI—sustaining a complex and demanding
process over the span of years—is critical.The NGA Center and CCSSO are committed to ensuring that
the Common Core State Standards remain state-driven and state-based.This includes encouraging states
to lead cycles of revisions to the standards as new knowledge, best practices, and research emerge.The
role of theVC or a similar structure will also need to be incorporated into the structure of long-term
standards revision and governance.

In conclusion, it is worth remembering that the CCSSI was built on the following foundations:

›› While the states are autonomous, when they work together on matters such as education, the collective
knowledge can yield significant improvements.

›› When the states voluntarily move in the same direction, they demonstrate their ability to achieve
national goals.

These certified research- and evidenced-based standards—aligned with college and career expectations—
respect unique state contexts and the authority of each state to govern its public education system.The
lasting hallmark of this process on student achievement, then, will be clear, easy, and straightforward
comparability over time—standard by standard, assessment by assessment, and state by state.These
common standards are an important step in bringing about a real and meaningful transformation of the
education system for the benefit of all students.

The CCSSI is more than a symbol of interstate collaboration; it could usher in a new era of cooperation
on important public policy matters. It reflects 21st Century America as a place where states have come
together on a shared vision of excellence.
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CERTIFICATION

Based on the deliberations of, and review by, theValidation Committee, the National Governors
Association Center for Best Practices and the Council of Chief State School Officers accept
theValidation Committee’s certification that the Common Core State Standards in English
language arts and mathematics are consistent with the criteria established in the charge to the
Validation Committee.

Signed,

Bryan Albrecht
Arthur Applebee
Sarah Baird
Jere Confrey
David T. Conley
Linda Darling-Hammond
Brian Gong
Kenji Hakuta
Kristin Buckstad Hamilton
Feng-Jui Hsieh
Mary Ann Jordan
Jeremy Kilpatrick
Dr. Jill Martin
David Pearson
Steve Pophal
Stanley Rabinowitz
Lauren Resnick
Andreas Schleicher
William Schmidt
Catherine Snow
Christopher Steinhauser
Dorothy Strickland
Martha Thurlow
Norman Webb
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