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15 Tourist Destinations under Swadesh Darshan-2
(Prelims / GS-1)

Source: The Hindu, 20 October 2022

▪ Center to promote destinations in 15 states as 
part of Swadesh Darshan 2.

▪ Some of the places identified under the SD 2 
are Jhansi, Prayagraj , Gwalior, Chitrakoot, 
Khajuraho, Ajanta and Ellora etc. 

▪ The scheme was launched in 2014-15 for the 
integrated development of theme-based tourist 
circuit.

▪ The Govt. of India 
had identified 15 
tourist circuits
under the Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme in 
2014-15.

▪ Swadesh Darshan, a 
Central Sector 
Scheme, was 
launched in 2014 -
15 for integrated 
development of 
theme-based tourist 
circuits in the 
country. 

▪ Under the scheme, 
fifteen thematic 
circuits have been 
identified- Buddhist 
Circuit, Coastal 
Circuit, Desert Circuit, 
Eco Circuit, Heritage 
Circuit, Himalayan 
Circuit, Krishna 
Circuit, North East
Circuit, Ramayana 
Circuit, Rural Circuit, 
Spiritual Circuit, Sufi 
Circuit, Tirthankar
Circuit, Tribal Circuit, 
Wildlife Circuit.
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Vulture: An Endangered Species
(Prelims / GS-3)

Source: The Hindu, 20 October 2022

▪ Vulture population has declined between 
1993 and 2003 by an alarming 96% in 
India. 

▪ Vultures play a key role as nature's 
scavengers, keeping the 
environment clean. The social and 
ecological significance of the vultures is 
paramount. It also keeps a check on rise 
in diseases as it feeds on the dead 
carcasses which can be host to diseases 
if kept unchecked. 

▪ Tamil Nadu launches mission to save 
critically endangered vultures.
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International Trade With China & India
(GS-3)

Source: The Hindu, 20 October 2022

Important Question From Mains Perspective: 
"India's trade with China is lopsided as it favours China heavily. As of 
today, China has a favourable balance of trade that has crossed $1 
billion." Critically comment on the rising trade gap and the steps needed 
to address this lopsided trade.
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Significance of Oldest Dock of Indus Valley civilization : Lothal
(Prelims / GS-1)

Source: The Indian Express, 20 October 2022

LOTHAL
• Lothal was one of the southernmost sites of the Indus Valley 

civilization, located in the Bhāl region of what is now the state of 
Gujarat. 

• The port city is believed to have been built in 2,200 BC. 
• Lothal was a thriving trade centre in ancient times, with its trade of 

beads, gems and ornaments reaching West Asia and Africa. 
• The meaning of Lothal (a combination of Loth and (s) thal) in 

Gujarati is “the mound of the dead”. 
• Excavation work was carried out in Lothal between February 1955 

and May 1960. 
• According to the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), Lothal had 

the world’s earliest known dock, connecting the city to an ancient 
course of the Sabarmati river.
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Devajit Saikia Becomes BCCI Joint Secretary
(Prelims)

Source: The Assam Tribune, 20 October 2022

Why in news?
Joint Secretary of 
Board of Control 
for Cricket in India 
(BCCI) is Devajit
Saikia.
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Phulaguri Dhewa (1861)
(Prelims / GS-5)

Source: MyGovAssam Social Media, 20 October 2022

Phulaguri Dhewa:
➢The farmer uprising in the 

Phulaguri area of middle 
Assam in October 1861 
AD was one of the early 
peasant movements of the 
Indian freedom movement. 

➢A peasant uprising that 
broke out on 18 Oct, 1861 
at Phulaguri, Nagaon 
against the oppressive taxes 
imposed by the British 
imperalists. 

➢Firing troops led by 
Commander Campbell on 
Oct 20 killed 39 
peasants. 

➢ It was also the first marker 
of a significant non-
cooperation style movement 
of the Indian freedom 
movement wherein the 
farmers of the Phulaguri
region had stopped payment 
of taxes to the British 
administration in open 
defiance of foreign tyranny.

A memorial wall has been 
constructed in Raha, 
Nagaon, to remember 
the sacrifice of these sons 
of the soil and also so 
that the citizens can 
revisit and restore the 
glories of the peasant 
movement.
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Article of the Day: Article 163
(Prelims / GS-2)

20 October 2022

Article 163 
According to Article 163, the Governor is to be guided 
by the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers in 
the discharge of all his functions, with a few 
exceptions in certain cases. 

What Is Council Of Ministers? 
• The real executive authority in a state's politico-

administrative system is the council of ministers, which 
is led by the chief minister. 

• Article 163 addresses the status of the council of 
ministers. 

• Article 164 addresses the ministers' appointment, 
tenure, responsibility, qualifications, oath, and 
salaries and allowances.

Important Question From Mains Perspective:
"The Governor's position and power in relation to the Council of 
Ministers has always been a source of contention in determining 
the extent of the Governor's discretion". Discuss.
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