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CHORAL EUCHARIST
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OF

EASTER



Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another.’ 

Hymn

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided,
urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way,

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided,
Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today.

Lord, for that word, the word of life which fi res us,
speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze,
teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us,
Lord of the word, receive your people’s praise.

Lord, for our land, in this our generation,
spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care;

for young and old, for commonwealth and nation,
Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer.

Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt him,
loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain;

hungry and helpless, lost indeed without him,
Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign.

Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us,
self on the cross and Christ upon the throne;

past put behind us, for the future take us,
Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone.

Tune: Lord of the years by M Baughen b. 1930, arranged by D Iliff b. 1939
Words: T Dudley-Smith b. 1926

The minister greets the people
Minister The Lord be with you,
All and also with you.

Minister Alleluia. Christ is risen.
All He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
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Welcome

Prayer of Preparation

All Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of Penitence

Minister  Christ our Passover lamb has been sacrifi ced for us.
Let us therefore rejoice 
by putting away all malice and evil 
and confessing our sins with a sincere and true heart. 

All Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve you 
in newness of life to the glory of your name.
Amen.
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Minister Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you, 
pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confi rm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All  Amen.

Gloria
Communion Service in C – Charles Villiers Stanford

Choir Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will to all people.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you.
We give thanks to you for your great glory.
Lord God, heavenly King, God, the Father Almighty.
Lord, only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father.

You who take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us:
You who take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer:
you who are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are holy, you alone are the Lord,
you alone are most high, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
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Collect

Minister God our redeemer, 
you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us 
he may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All   Amen.

First Reading
Acts 10: 44-48
read by Madeleine Kearns

While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all who 
heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised 
who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard 
them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, 
“Can anyone forbid water for baptising these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them 
to be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to 
remain for some days. 

Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 98

Choir 1 O sing unto the Lord a new song :
 sing unto the Lord, all the whole earth.

2 Sing unto the Lord, and praise his Name : 
be telling of his salvation from day to day.

3 Declare his honour unto the heathen : 
and his wonders unto all people.

4 For the Lord is great, and cannot worthily be praised : 
he is more to be feared than all gods.

5 As for all the gods of the heathen, they are but idols : 
but it is the Lord that made the heavens.

6 Glory and worship are before him : 
power and honour are in his sanctuary.

7 Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people : 
ascribe unto the Lord worship and power.

8 Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name :  
bring presents, and come into his courts.

9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness : 
let the whole earth stand in awe of him.

10 Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King : 
and that it is he who hath made the round world so fast  
that it cannot be moved; and how that he shall judge the  
p reople ighteously.

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad : 
let the sea make a noise, and all that therein is.

12 Let the fi eld be joyful, and all that is in it : 
then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before the Lord.
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13 For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth : 
and with righteousness to judge the world, and the people  
with his truth.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
and to the Holy Ghost :
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Chant: John Goss 1800-80

Second Reading
1 John 5: 1-6 
read by Roger Garside

Every one who believes that Jesus is the Christ is a child of God, 
and every one who loves the parent loves the child. By this we 
know that we love the children of God, when we love God and 
obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; 
and this is the victory that overcomes the world, our faith. 
Who is it that overcomes the world but he who believes that Jesus 
is the Son of God? 

This is he who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with 
the water only but with the water and the blood. 

Reader This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Hymn

This joyful Eastertide, 
away with sin and sorrow.

My Love, the Crucifi ed,
hath sprung to life this morrow:

Had Christ, that once was slain,
ne'er burst his three-day prison,

our faith had been in vain:
but now hath Christ arisen.

My fl esh in hope shall rest,
and for a season slumber:

till trump from east to west
shall wake the dead in number: 

Had Christ, that once was slain,
ne'er burst his three-day prison,

our faith had been in vain:
but now hath Christ arisen.

Death's fl ood hath lost its chill,
since Jesus crossed the river:

Lover of souls, from ill
my passing soul deliver: 

Had Christ, that once was slain,
ne'er burst his three-day prison,

our faith had been in vain:
but now hath Christ arisen.

Tune: This Joyful Eastertide from David’s Psalmen 1685
Words: G R Woodward 1848-1934 
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Gospel Reading
Reader Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

according to John.
All [sung] Glory to you, O Lord.

John 15: 9-17
read by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake

Jesus said "As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you; abide 
in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide 
in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be full. 

This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant 
does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 
known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your 
fruit should abide; so that whatever you ask the Father in my 
name, he may give it to you. This I command you, to love one 
another."

Reader This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All [sung]  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon  
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's Church
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Creed
All We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit
and the Virgin Mary and was made man.
For our sake he was crucifi ed
under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,   
who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorifi ed,
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come.  
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession
written by Julie Glaser
read by Claire Seaton

These responses may be used

Lord, for the years,
All we give you thanks.

Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers

for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.

The Peace

Minister The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples
 and said, ‘Peace be with you.’  
Then were they glad when they saw the Lord.   
Alleluia.    

The peace of the Lord be always with you
All and also with you.

Preparation of the Table

Hymn 

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,

most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring above

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.
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To all life thou givest, to both great and small;
in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and fl ourish as leaves on the tree,
and wither and perish; but naught changeth thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;

all laud we would render: O help us to see
‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee.

Tune: St Denio adapted by J Roberts 1839
Words:  W Chalmers Smith 1824-1908 1 Timothy 1: 17

Minister Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life.

All  Blessed be God for ever.

Minister   Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become our spiritual drink.

All  Blessed be God for ever.

Eucharistic Prayer

Minister  The Lord be with you
All and also with you.

Minister  Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Minister  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give thanks and praise.
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Minister  Let us pray.

It is indeed right,
it is our duty and our joy,
at all times and in all places
to give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

But chiefl y we are bound to praise you 
because you raised him gloriously from the dead.   
For he is the true paschal lamb 
who has been offered for us,  
and has taken away the sin of the world.   
By his death he has destroyed death, 
and by his rising to life again 
he has restored to us everlasting life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing:

Sanctus and Benedictus
Communion Services in C and F – Charles Villiers Stanford

Choir Holy, holy, holy, Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth
are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Prayer of Consecration

Minister Accept our praises, heavenly Father,
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,
and as we follow his example 
and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine
may be to us his body and his blood;
Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 
took bread and gave you thanks;
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks;
he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father,
we remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross;
we proclaim his mighty resurrection 
and glorious ascension;
we look for the coming of his kingdom,
and with this bread and this cup
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Minister  Great is the mystery of faith:
All Christ has died:

Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
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Minister  Accept through him, our great high priest,
this our sacrifi ce of thanks and praise,
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts
in the presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit,
inspire us with your love,
and unite us in the body of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,
we worship you, Father almighty,
in songs of everlasting praise.

All  Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Minister  Let us pray with confi dence as our Saviour has  
taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.
Amen.

15



Breaking of the Bread

Minister  We break this bread to share in the body of Christ:
All Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

Giving of Communion
The minister says this invitation to communion

Draw near with faith.
Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ
which he gave for you,
and his blood which he shed for you.
Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts
by faith with thanksgiving.

This prayer is said before the distribution
All We do not presume

to come to this your table, merciful Lord,
trusting in our own righteousness,
but in your manifold and great mercies.
We are not worthy so much as to 
gather up the crumbs under your table.
But you are the same Lord
whose nature is always to have mercy.
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,
so to eat the fl esh of your dear Son Jesus Christ
and to drink his blood,
that our sinful bodies
may be made clean by his body
and our souls washed
through his most precious blood,
and that we may evermore dwell in him,
and he in us.
Amen.
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Anthem
O for a closer walk with God – Charles Villiers Stanford

Choir   O for a closer walk with God,
a calm and heavenly frame;
a light to shine upon the road
that leads me to the Lamb!

Return, O holy dove, return,
sweet messenger of rest;
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
and drove thee from my breast.

So shall my walk be close with God,
calm and serene my frame;
so purer light shall mark the road
that leads me to the Lamb.

Words: William Cowper 1731-1800

Prayers after Communion
The minister leads the post communion prayer for the day
Minister  Let us pray.

Silence is kept

Minister  God our Father,  
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:  
may we thirst for you,  
the spring of life and source of goodness,  
through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

All Amen.

17



All Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifi ce.
Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work to your praise and glory.
Amen.

Hymn 

O Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end;
be thou forever near me,

my Master and my Friend:
I shall not fear the battle

if thou art by my side,
nor wander from the pathway

if thou wilt be my guide.

O let me hear thee speaking
in accents clear and still

above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me,

to hasten, or control;
O speak, and make me listen,

thou guardian of my soul.

O Jesus, thou hast promised
to all who follow thee,

that where thou art in glory
there shall thy servant be;

and, Jesus, I have promised
to serve thee to the end:

O give me grace to follow,
my Master and my Friend.
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O let me see thy foot-marks,
and in them plant mine own;

my hope to follow duly
is in thy strength alone:

O guide me, call me, draw me,
uphold me to the end;

and then in heaven receive me,
my Saviour and my Friend.

Tune: Wolvercote by WH Ferguson 1874–1950
Words: J Bode 1816–74

Blessing
Minister     The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,   
that great shepherd of the sheep, 
through the blood of the eternal covenant, 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will,   
working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight. 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All  Amen.

Dismissal

Minister Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Choir Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Organ Voluntary
At Eastertide – Charles Villiers Stanford 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Thank You
Although our normal services have now resumed, 

 our ability to raise funds to maintain our ministry and 
building is severely impacted.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no  

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides. 

These freelance professional musicians have been 
significantly affected and we have been supporting them 

financially since lockdown.

We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to all who have 
continued to support us during this crisis through regular 

giving and those who have made donations online via 
JustGiving and by text following our online services. 

This fi nancial support is vital to our on-going ministry.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20

Thank you for your support

https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet
https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet
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