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Hymn
O worship the King, all glorious above;

O gratefully sing his power and his love;
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days,

pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise.

O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space;

his chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form,
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm.

The earth with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, thy power hath founded of old;

hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree,
and round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea.

Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
in thee do we trust, nor fi nd thee to fail;

thy mercies how tender, how fi rm to the end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend.

O measureless might, ineffable love,
while angels delight to hymn thee above,

thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
with true adoration shall sing to thy praise.

Tune: Hanover 
Descant: A Gray 1855-1935
Words: R Grant 1779-1838

Psalm 104
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Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
 in the presence of Almighty God
 and of the whole company of heaven
 to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
 to make confession of our sins,
 to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
 that we may know more truly
 the greatness of God’s love
 and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
 and to ask on behalf of all men
 such things as their well being doth require.
 Wherefore let us kneel now
 and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
 we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
 like lost sheep,
 we have followed too much
 the devices and desires of our own hearts,
 we have offended against thy holy laws, 
 we have left undone those things
 which we ought to have done,
 and we have done those things
 which we ought not to have done,
 and there is no health in us:
 but thou, O Lord,
 have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
 spare thou them, O God,
 which confess their faults,
 restore thou them that are penitent,
 according to thy promises
 declared unto mankind
 in Christ Jesu our Lord:
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 and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
 that we may hereafter live a godly,
 righteous, and sober life,
 to the glory of thy holy name.
 Amen.

The Minister delivers the Absolution
 
 May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
 you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
 time for amendment of life, 
 and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
All  Amen.

Preces
Bernard Rose

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and ever shall be, 
 world without end.  Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.
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Psalm 53
 
 1 The foolish body hath said in his heart : 
 There is no God.

 2 Corrupt are they, and become abominable in their   
 wickedness : 
 there is none that doeth good.

 3 God looked down from heaven upon the children of men :  
 to see if there were any that would understand, 
 and seek after God.
 
 4 But they are all gone out of the way, they are altogether   
 become abominable : 
 there is also none that doeth good, no not one.

 5 Are not they without understanding, that work wickedness : 
 eating up my people as if they would eat bread? they have   
 not called upon God.

 6 They were afraid where no fear was : 
 for God hath broken the bones of him that besieged thee;   
 thou hast put them to confusion, because God hath 
 despised them.
 
 7 O that the salvation were given unto Israel out of Sion : 
 O that the Lord would deliver his people out of captivity!

 8 Then should Jacob rejoice : 
 and Israel should be right glad. 
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
 and to the Holy Ghost :
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.

Chant: Charles Villiers Stanford 1852-1924
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Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 11: 1-14
read by Bob Bryan

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord saying, Hear ye the 
words of this covenant, and speak unto the men of Judah, and to 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem; And say thou unto them, Thus saith 
the Lord God of Israel; Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the 
words of this covenant, Which I commanded your fathers in the 
day that I brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the 
iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do them, according to all 
which I command you: so shall ye be my people, and I will be your 
God: That I may perform the oath which I have sworn unto your 
fathers, to give them a land fl owing with milk and honey, as it is 
this day. Then answered I, and said, So be it, O Lord.

Then the Lord said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities 
of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the words 
of this covenant, and do them. For I earnestly protested unto your 
fathers in the day that I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
even unto this day, rising early and protesting, saying, Obey my 
voice. Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but walked every 
one in the imagination of their evil heart: therefore I will bring 
upon them all the words of this covenant, which I commanded 
them to do: but they did them not.

And the Lord said unto me, A conspiracy is found among the men 
of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. They are turned 
back to the iniquities of their forefathers, which refused to hear 
my words; and they went after other gods to serve them: the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah have broken my covenant which I 
made with their fathers.

Therefore thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon them, 
which they shall not be able to escape; and though they shall cry 
unto me, I will not hearken unto them. Then shall the cities of 
Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto the gods unto 
whom they offer incense: but they shall not save them at all in the 
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time of their trouble. For according to the number of thy cities 
were thy gods, O Judah; and according to the number of the streets 
of Jerusalem have ye set up altars to that shameful thing, even 
altars to burn incense unto Baal.

Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a cry or 
prayer for them: for I will not hear them in the time that they cry 
unto me for their trouble.

 This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Magnifi cat 
Evening Service in B fl at – Charles Villiers Stanford

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
 For he hath regarded:
 the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
 For behold, from henceforth:
 all generations shall call me blessed.
 For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me:
 and holy is his Name.
 And his mercy is on them that fear him:
 throughout all generations.
 He hath showed strength with his arm:
 he hath scattered the proud
 in the imagination of their hearts.
 He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
 and hath exalted the humble and meek.
 He hath fi lled the hungry with good things:
 and the rich he hath sent empty away.
 He remembering his mercy hath
 holpen his servant Israel:
 as he promised to our forefathers,
 Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
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 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be:
 world without end. Amen.

New Testament Lesson
Romans 13: 1-10
read by Nina Bennet

Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is 
no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God. 
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance 
of God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou 
then not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou 
shalt have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee 
for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth 
not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.

Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also 
for conscience sake. For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they 
are God's ministers, attending continually upon this very thing.

Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; 
custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom 
honour. Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he 
that loveth another hath fulfi lled the law. For this, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou 
shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there 
be any other commandment, it is briefl y comprehended in this 
saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfi lling 
of the law.

 This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Nunc Dimittis 
Evening Service in B fl at – Charles Villiers Stanford

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
 according to thy word.
 For mine eyes have seen:
 thy salvation;  
 Which thou hast prepared
 before the face of all people;
 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth:
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
 He descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand 
 of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come
 to judge the quick and the dead.
 I believe in the Holy Ghost;
 the holy Catholic Church;
 the Communion of Saints;
 the forgiveness of sins;
 the Resurrection of the body,
 and the Life everlasting. Amen.
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Responses 
Bernard Rose

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.

Minister Let us pray.

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.
 
 Our Father, which art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 Thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive them that trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
 Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.

Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.
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Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,
 but only thou, O God.

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collects
The fi rst, for the day

Minister O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, 
 without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
 increase and multiply upon us thy mercy that, 
 thou being our ruler and guide, 
 we may so pass through things temporal
  that we lose not our hold on things eternal; 
 grant this, O heavenly Father,
 for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, 
 who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.  
Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace

Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
 all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
 Give unto thy servants that peace
 which the world cannot give;
 that both our hearts may be set
 to obey thy commandments, 
 and also that by thee we being defended
 from the fear of our enemies
 may pass our time in rest and quietness;
 through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Choir Amen.
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The third, for Aid against all Perils

Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, 
 O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
 from all perils and dangers of this night; 
 for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Choir Amen.

Sermon in Music
Hear my prayer – Felix Mendelssohn
(Please see notes on page 15)

Prayers of Intercession
led by The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of  St Bride’s

These responses may be used

 Lord, in thy mercy
All hear our prayer.

 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of thy Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
 Amen.
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Hymn
Forth in thy name, O Lord, I go,

my daily labour to pursue;
thee, only thee, resolved to know,

in all I think or speak or do.

The task thy wisdom hath assigned
O let me cheerfully fulfi l;

in all my works thy presence fi nd,
and prove thy good and perfect will.

Preserve me from my calling’s snare,
and hide my simple heart above,
above the thorns of choking care,

the gilded baits of worldly love.

Thee may I set at my right hand,
whose eyes my inmost substance see,

and labour on at thy command,
and offer all my works to thee.

Give me to bear thy easy yoke,
and every moment watch and pray,

and still to things eternal look,
and hasten to thy glorious day;

For thee delightfully employ
whate’er thy bounteous grace hath given, 

and run my course with even joy,
and closely walk with thee to heaven. 

Tune: Song 34 by O Gibbons 1583–1625
Words: C Wesley 1707–88
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Blessing

Minister The peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be amongst you and remain with you always.

Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Fugue from Sonata No 6 – Felix Mendelssohn

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Sermon in Music
Hear my prayer – Felix Mendelssohn 1809-47

Felix Mendelssohn, who lived from 1809 to 1847, is famous 
principally as a composer of popular symphonies, concertos 
and orchestral music, much of which he wrote as a very young 
man. However, he had a life-long love of choral music and was 
responsible for a revival of interest in the music of Bach, giving 
the fi rst performance of the St Matthew Passion in Germany for 
almost 100 years. This led him to attempt choral composition 
himself towards the end of his life, culminating in the two great 
Biblical oratorios, St Paul and Elijah (written for performance in 
England, where he was a frequent visitor). 

He wrote a number of psalm settings of which Hear my prayer, a 
setting of verses from Psalm 55, is the most well-known. It was 
made famous by a recording of the Temple Church in the 1920s, 
but it was originally intended for a soprano soloist and an adult 
choir. 

Hear my prayer, O God, incline Thine ear;
thyself from my petition do not hide.
Take heed to me,
hear how in prayer I mourn to Thee;
without Thee all is dark, I have no guide.
The enemy shouteth, the godless come fast,
iniquity, hatred, upon me they cast.
The wicked oppress me, Ah where shall I fl y?
Perplexed and bewilder’d, O God, hear my cry!
My heart is sorely pain’d within my breast, 
my soul with deathly terror is oppress’d.
Trembling and fearfulness upon me fall,
with horror overwhelmed, Lord, hear me call!
O for the wings of a dove, far away would I rove.
In the wilderness build me a nest, 
and remain there for ever at rest.
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this crisis, both through regular giving 
and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially

 through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfl eetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20

https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet
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