
CHORAL EVENSONG

20th JUNE 2021, 5:30pm

THIRD SUNDAY
after

TRINITY



Hymn 

Come down, O Love divine,
seek thou this soul of mine, 

and visit it with thine own ardour glowing;
O Comforter, draw near,
within my heart appear,

and kindle it, thy holy fl ame bestowing.

O let it freely burn,
till earthly passions turn

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;
and let thy glorious light
shine ever on my sight,

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming.

Let holy charity
mine outward vesture be, 

and lowliness become mine inner clothing:
true lowliness of heart,

which takes the humbler part,
and o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing.

And so the yearning strong,
with which the soul will long,

shall far outpass the power of human telling;
for none can guess its grace,

till he become the place
wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling.

Tune: Down Ampney by R Vaughan Williams 1872-1958
Words: Italian, Bianco da Siena d 1434

Tr. R F Littledale 1833-90
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Welcome

Minister Beloved, we are come together
 in the presence of Almighty God
 and of the whole company of heaven
 to offer unto him, through our Lord Jesus Christ,
 our worship and praise and thanksgiving;
 to make confession of our sins,
 to pray as well for others as for ourselves,
 that we may know more truly
 the greatness of God’s love
 and shew forth in our lives the fruits of his grace;
 and to ask on behalf of all men
 such things as their well being doth require.
 Wherefore let us kneel now
 and humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

Confession 

All  Almighty and most merciful Father,
 we have erred, and strayed from thy ways 
 like lost sheep,
 we have followed too much
 the devices and desires of our own hearts,
 we have offended against thy holy laws,
 we have left undone those things
 which we ought to have done,
 and we have done those things
 which we ought not to have done,
 and there is no health in us:
 but thou, O Lord,
 have mercy upon us miserable offenders;
 spare thou them, O God,
 which confess their faults,
 restore thou them that are penitent,
 according to thy promises
 declared unto mankind
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 in Christ Jesu our Lord:
 
 and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake,
 that we may hereafter live a godly,
 righteous, and sober life,
 to the glory of thy holy name.
 Amen.

The Minister delivers the Absolution

 May the Almighty and merciful Lord grant unto
 you pardon and remission of all your sins, 
 time for amendment of life, 
 and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.
All  Amen.

Preces
Kenneth Leighton

Minister O Lord, open thou our lips,
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

Minister O God, make speed to save us,
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.

Minister Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost;
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen.

Minister Praise ye the Lord.
Choir The Lord’s name be praised.
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Psalm 49

Choir 1 O hear ye this, all ye people : 
 ponder it with your ears, all ye that dwell in the world;

 2 High and low, rich and poor : 
 one with another.

 3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom : 
 and my heart shall muse of understanding.

 4 I will incline mine ear to the parable : 
 and shew my dark speech upon the harp.

 5 Wherefore should I fear in the days of wickedness : 
 and when the wickedness of my heels compasseth me 
 round about?

 6 There be some that put their trust in their goods : 
 and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches.

 7 But no man may deliver his brother : 
 nor make agreement unto God for him;

 8 For it cost more to redeem their souls : 
 so that he must let that alone for ever;

 9 Yea, though he live long : 
 and see not the grave.

 10 For he seeth that wise men also die, and perish together :  
 as well as the ignorant and foolish, and leave their 
 riches for other.

 11 And yet they think that their houses shall continue   
 for ever : 
 and that their dwelling-places shall endure from one   
 generation to another; and call the lands after their 
 own names.
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 12 Nevertheless, man will not abide in honour : 
 seeing he may be compared unto the beasts that perish;   
 this is the way of them.

 13 This is their foolishness :       
 and their posterity praise their saying.

 14 They lie in the hell like sheep, death gnaweth upon   
 them, and the righteous shall have domination over 
 them in the morning : 
 their beauty shall consume in the sepulchre out of 
 their dwelling.

 15 But God hath delivered my soul from the place of hell :   
 for he shall receive me.

 16 Be not thou afraid, though one be made rich : 
 or if the glory of his house be increased;

 17 For he shall carry nothing away with him when he dieth :  
 neither shall his pomp follow him.

 18 For while he lived, he counted himself an happy man :   
 and so long as thou doest well unto thyself, 
 men will speak good of thee.

 19 He shall follow the generation of his fathers : 
 and shall never see light.
 
 20 Man being in honour hath no understanding : 
 but is compared unto the beasts that perish.
 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
 and to the Holy Ghost :
 as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.
  Chant: Henry Walford Davies 1869-1941
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Old Testament Lesson
Jeremiah 10: 1-16
read by Robin Turner

Hear ye the word which the Lord speaketh unto you, O house of 
Israel: Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the heathen, 
and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for the heathen are 
dismayed at them. For the customs of the people are vain: for 
one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands of the 
workman, with the axe. They deck it with silver and with gold; 
they fasten it with nails and with hammers, that it move not. 
They are upright as the palm tree, but speak not: they must needs 
be borne, because they cannot go. Be not afraid of them; for they 
cannot do evil, neither also is it in them to do good.

Forasmuch as there is none like unto thee, O Lord; thou art great, 
and thy name is great in might. Who would not fear thee, O King 
of nations? for to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as among all 
the wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is 
none like unto thee.

But they are altogether brutish and foolish: the stock is a doctrine 
of vanities. Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish, 
and gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and of the hands 
of the founder: blue and purple is their clothing: they are all the 
work of cunning men.

But the Lord is the true God, he is the living God, and an 
everlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, and the 
nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. Thus shall ye 
say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and 
the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under 
these heavens.

He hath made the earth by his power, he hath established the 
world by his wisdom, and hath stretched out the heavens by his 
discretion. When he uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of 
waters in the heavens, and he causeth the vapours to ascend 
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from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with rain, and 
bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.

Every man is brutish in his knowledge: every founder is 
confounded by the graven image: for his molten image is 
falsehood, and there is no breath in them. They are vanity, and 
the work of errors: in the time of their visitation they shall perish. 
The portion of Jacob is not like them: for he is the former of all 
things; and Israel is the rod of his inheritance: The Lord of hosts 
is his name.

          This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Magnifi cat 
Evening Service in E – Herbert Murrill

Choir My soul doth magnify the Lord:
 and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
 For he hath regarded:
 the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
 For behold, from henceforth:
 all generations shall call me blessed.
 For he that is mighty hath magnifi ed me:
 and holy is his Name.
 And his mercy is on them that fear him:
 throughout all generations.
 He hath showed strength with his arm:
 he hath scattered the proud
 in the imagination of their hearts.
 He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
 and hath exalted the humble and meek.
 He hath fi lled the hungry with good things:
 and the rich he hath sent empty away.
 He remembering his mercy hath
 holpen his servant Israel:
 as he promised to our forefathers,
 Abraham and his seed, for ever. 
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 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be:
 world without end. Amen.

New Testament Lesson
Romans 11: 25-36
read by Claire Seaton

For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this 
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that 
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the 
Gentiles be come in.

And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come 
out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from 
Jacob: For this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take 
away their sins. As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for 
your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for 
the father's sakes. For the gifts and calling of God are without 
repentance. For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet 
have now obtained mercy through their unbelief: Even so have 
these also now not believed, that through your mercy they also 
may obtain mercy. For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, 
that he might have mercy upon all.

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of 
God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past 
fi nding out!

For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been 
his counsellor? Or who hath fi rst given to him, and it shall be 
recompensed unto him again?

For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom 
be glory for ever. Amen.

 This is the word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.
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Nunc Dimittis 
Evening Service in E – Herbert Murrill

Choir Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
 according to thy word.
 For mine eyes have seen:
 thy salvation;
 Which thou hast prepared:
 before the face of all people;
 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost;
 As it was in the beginning,
 is now, and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

All I believe in God the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth:
 and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucifi ed, dead, and buried:
 He descended into hell;
 the third day he rose again from the dead;
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand 
 of God the Father Almighty;
 from thence he shall come
 to judge the quick and the dead.
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 I believe in the Holy Ghost;
 the holy Catholic Church;
 the Communion of Saints;
 the forgiveness of sins;
 the Resurrection of the body,
 and the Life everlasting. Amen.

Responses 
Kenneth Leighton

Minister The Lord be with you,
Choir and with thy spirit.

Minister Let us pray.

Please kneel or sit

Choir Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Christ, have mercy upon us.
 Lord, have mercy upon us.

 Our Father, which art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 Thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive them that trespass against us;
 and lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
 Amen.

Minister O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us,
Choir and grant us thy salvation.

Minister O Lord, save the Queen,
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Minister Endue thy Ministers with righteousness,
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful.
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Minister O Lord, save thy people,
Choir and bless thine inheritance.

Minister Give peace in our time, O Lord,
Choir because there is none other that fi ghteth for us,
 but only thou, O God.

Minister O God, make clean our hearts within us,
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

Collects

The fi rst, for the day
Minister Almighty God, 
 who hast broken the tyranny of sin 
 and hast sent the Spirit of thy Son into our hearts, 
 whereby we call thee Father: 
 give us grace to dedicate our freedom to thy service, 
 that the whole world may be brought 
 to the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
 through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, 
 who liveth and reigneth with thee, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.
Choir Amen.

The second, for Peace
Minister O God, from whom all holy desires,
 all good counsels, and all just works do proceed:
 Give unto thy servants that peace
 which the world cannot give;
 that both our hearts may be set
 to obey thy commandments,
 and also that by thee we being defended
 from the fear of our enemies
 may pass our time in rest and quietness;
 through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Choir Amen.
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The third, for Aid against all Perils
Minister Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, 
 O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us 
 from all perils and dangers of this night; 
 for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.
Choir Amen.

Anthem
A Gaelic Blessing – John Rutter

Choir Deep peace of the running wave to you,
 deep peace of the fl owing air to you,
 deep peace of the quiet earth to you,
 deep peace of the shining stars to you,
 deep peace of the gentle night to you,
 moon and stars pour their healing light on you,
 deep peace of Christ the light of the world to you.

Words: Adapted from an old Gaelic rune

Sermon
The Revd Canon Dr Alison Joyce, Rector of St Bride's

Hymn 
Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost,

taught by thee, we covet most
of thy gifts at Pentecost,

holy, heavenly love.

Love is kind, and suffers long,
love is meek, and thinks no wrong,
love than death itself more strong;

therefore give us love.

Prophecy will fade away,
melting in the light of day;
love will ever with us stay;
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therefore give us love.
Faith will vanish into sight;
hope be emptied in delight;

love in heaven will shine more bright;
therefore give us love.

Faith and hope and love we see
joining hand in hand agree;

but the greatest of the three,
and the best, is love.

From the overshadowing
of thy gold and silver wing

shed on us, who to thee sing,
holy, heavenly love.

Tune: Charity by J Stainer 1840-1901
Words: C Wordsworth 1807-85

1 Cor 13; Ps 68 v13

Prayers of Intercession
The Revd Dr Jeff Lake, Associate Priest of St Bride’s

This response may be used

 Lord, in thy mercy
All hear our prayer.

And at the end

 Merciful Father,
All accept these prayers
 for the sake of thy Son,
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.
 Amen.
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Hymn 

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
the darkness falls at thy behest;

to thee our morning hymns ascended,
thy praise shall sanctify our rest.

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping,
while earth rolls onward into light,

through all the world her watch is keeping,
and rests not now by day or night.

As o’er each continent and island
the dawn leads on another day,

the voice of prayer is never silent,
nor dies the strain of praise away.

The sun that bids us rest is waking
our brethren ’neath the western sky,

and hour by hour fresh lips are making
thy wondrous doings heard on high.

So be it, Lord: thy throne shall never,
like earth’s proud empires, pass away;

thy kingdom stands, and grows forever,
till all thy creatures own thy sway.

Tune: St Clement by C Scholefi eld 1839–1904
Words: J Ellerton 1826–93
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Blessing

Minister The peace of God, which passeth all understanding,
 keep your hearts and minds
 in the knowledge and love of God,
 and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord:
 and the blessing of God almighty,
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
 be amongst you and remain with you always.
Choir Amen.

Organ Voluntary
Toccata giocosa – William Mathias 
played by Ben Giddens

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which 
is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000.

St Bride’s Church, Fleet Street, London. CCLI Licence no 2277036 
CCLI Streaming Licence no 954810
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Thank You
We would like to offer our heartfelt thanks to 
all who have continued to support us during 

this difficult time, both through regular 
giving and occasional gifts.

This fi nancial support remains vital to our on-going 
ministry. Although our normal services have now 

resumed, our ability to raise funds to maintain our 
ministry and building is still impacted.

The singers, organist, and Director of Music are all 
freelance professional musicians who have been 

signifi cantly affected during the pandemic, and your 
donations have allowed us to help them fi nancially   

through these diffi cult times.

We shall continue to offer our online worship - even 
though this requires additional investment - because no 

service from St Bride’s would be complete without the 
wonderful music which our choir provides.

If you would like to make a donation to support the work 
of St Bride’s, please do so at:

www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet

Alternatively, in the UK:
text 5STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £5

text 10STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £10
text 20STBRIDES to 70470 to donate £20

https://www.justgiving.com/stbrideschurchfleetstreet
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