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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS FOR MODULE 8.2: NET ZERO MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, AND 

PLUMBING 

OCTOBER 6, 2020: DAY 2 QUESTIONS 

Question Who 

Asked 

Answered 

Y/N 

Answer 

Mike, what is your background?  Are you a 
construction manager by training?  Thanks.   

Matthew 
Brubaker 

Y  

Slide 37, if you are seeking PHI certification, you 
WILL need PHI certified ventilation unit(s), because 
uncertified ventilation units get their performance de-
rated to a minimum default level that will make it very 
difficult for the building to achieve a passive house 
level of performance. The derating of non-certified 
units is because the testing done in N. America is 
done to a different protocol that 

Christina 
Snyder 

Y  

To remove a sub-contractor from a construction 
project, how long did that take?  Did it delay the 
overall project?  Who was the primary advisor to the 
owner on this decision?  CM, Designer? Engineer?  
CxA, PHa?   

Matthew 
Brubaker 

Y  

When sizing a central ERV, is it better to size it to 
provide neutral air to the space? I've seen some 
projects where ERV systems provide air at 55 F. 

Juan 
Luengas 

Y  

can you talk about the separation requirement of 
intake and exhaust especially in an outside corner 
condition as shown in one of the depicted examples 
and in unitized examples 

Andrew 
North 

Y but will 
follow up 

See snip below from a project for reference (page 3). 

Are there any concerns with cross-contamination for 
modern ERVs/HRVs? 

Byron 
Felske 

Y   

What can be done in publicly bid projects where we 
cannot have a proprietary spec for Aeroseal? 

Megan 
Smailer 

Y  
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DHW pipe insulation.  would it NOT be economically 
feasible, or offer payback to just insulate all the pipe 
at 1.5-inches of pipe insulation, regardless of pipe 
size?   

Matthew 
Brubaker 

Y  

p 108 - what is best practice re: roof drain insulation 
on roof replacement projects where drain body is not 
being replaced? 

Megan 
Smailer 

Y  

how long can lighting controls systems be expected to 
last before needing upgrading or replacement? 

Megan 
Smailer 

Y but follow 
up?  

Kirk Beaudoin, territory facilities manager of North America retail 
operations for Nike, says that the question of whether controls are 
aging depends on the product they are controlling. "A light switch 
could last as long as the building itself, while any controls tied to 
computers or software often are obsolete in five years," Beaudoin 
says. 
 
"From a strictly obsolescence standpoint, controls are generally 
due for a face lift about every 10 years or so," says Althoff. 
However, less proprietary controls may provide another five years 
of functionality, because they are more flexible. 
 
Sinopoli agrees. "Anything beyond 10 to 12 years is aging." 
Building controls, like all things electronic, tend to go through 
generations on a fast-track basis. "If there have been four 
upgrades in your building controls, it's like using Windows 98 now 
that Windows 7 is out," says Sinopoli. "You may run into problems 
trying to integrate with newer controls or getting a holistic view of 
your energy management use." 

 
https://www.facilitiesnet.com/buildingautomation/article/Determini
ng-and-Stretching-the-Useful-Life-of-Controls--12177 

 

how do you tell if the elevator cab lights and 
ventilation are in fact de-energized in standby mode? 

Megan 
Smailer 

Y  
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