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What is palliative 
care? 
• WHO considers 

palliative care as an 
approach to improve 
the quality of life of 
patients and families 
confronting life 
threatening illness 
such as 
cardiovascular 
diseases, cancer and 
chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease 
etc. 

• It prevents and 
relieves suffering 
through the early 
identification, correct 
assessment and 
treatment of pain 
and other problems, 
whether physical, 
psychosocial or 
spiritual. 

• In major cases, only 
20% pain is medical 
and 80% is social.
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• More than 80% individuals suffering from such illnesses are from the low and 
middle income countries. 

• India belonging to middle income group is threatened equally by such non 
communicable diseases. 

• Only 14% individuals across the globe in need of palliative care receive it. 
• In India, only 4% individuals have been covered under palliative care, mostly 

around urban centers.

Challenges in delivering palliative care: 
• Lack of awareness. 
• Skilled human force in delivering such services. 
• Associated social constrictions etc.

Government initiatives: 
• National Programme for palliative care. 
Use case: 
• Kerala's example in delivering palliative care through its community palliative 

care organization model (Pariraksha Project of the Kerala govt in 2004).
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Context: 
• High fertilizer prices due to global 

factors due to Russia-Ukraine 
war.

• Fertilizers used in India: Urea, 
DAP (Diammonium Phosphate), 
NPK (Nitrogen Phosphorus 
Potassium), MoP (Muriate of 
Potash). 

• Fertilizer subsidy has resulted in 
excessive use of fertilizers by the 
farmers.

Issues because of fertiliser
subsidy: 
• Imbalance of nutrients. 
• Excessive use of few highly 

subsidized fertilizers leading to 
deteriorating soil health. 

• Issue of leakage. 
• Impact on govt revenues (fiscal 

situation).

Government initiatives: 
• Nutrient based subsidy scheme. 
• New Urea Policy 
• Neem coating of Urea.
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• INSTC is an initiative by India, Iran and Russia (trilateral 
agreement signed in 2000). 

• INSTC's major goal is to reduce both transit time and cost for 
freight movement. 

• 7,200 km multi-modal transport corridor combining road, rail and 
maritime routes connecting Russia and India via Central Asia 
and Iran. 

• 13 countries have so far ratified this agreement (Azerbaijan, 
Belarus, Bulgaria, Armenia, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Oman, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkey and Ukraine).

• INSTC gives thrust to India's "Connect Central Asia" Policy
(India acceded to the Ashgabat Agreement in the year 2018).

Significance of the corridor: 
• Easy access to Central Asian markets. 
• Alternative route to Suez Canal. 
• Bypassing Pakistan to reach Central Asia. 
• Counterbalancing China's rise (BRI). 
• Increase in export opportunities.

Challenges to INSTC: 
• Lack of funds and infrastructure. 
• Security threat. 
• Lack of cooperation among parties (conflict between member 

states).
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Context: 
• India, EU explore ways to resolve Carbon 

Border Tax.

What is Carbon Border Tax? 
• Introduced by EU, it is an import duty placed 

on carbon emmited during production of 
goods which enter EU. This is bascically a 
mechanism to encourage cleaner industrial 
production outside EU. 

• Majorly imposed on six-seven 
commodities. 

• Component of European Green deal.

Issues in implementation: 
• Opposition from major economies (BASIC 

grouping). 
• In contravention to the Rio Declaration. 
• Termed as protectionist policy etc.

India's position: 
• EU is India's second largest trading 

partner. India to feel its impact majorly on 
two sectors: steel and aluminum. 

• Likely to impact less than 2% export.
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