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New CWCT Technical Notes
TN117, TN118 and TN119

Membranes and Interfaces

David Metcalfe and Mark Elliot
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Agenda

Welcome,

Purpose of today’s webinar,

New TN’s webinar,

Questions.
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https://www.cwct.co.uk/pages/cwct-webinars
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Welcome

CWCT AGM and Members’ 
Meeting 2026

Sustainability,

Fire,

Innovation,

Thursday 24th September,

Final few tickets available.
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Welcome
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Please follow our new LinkedIn page,

The latest updates and insights from CWCT,

Please engage to help visibility. 

CWCT Technical Notes – Thermal Series

Introduction

Mark Elliot
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Outline

For each Note we will touch on

The target audience

The scope

A few of the key takeaways

Annexes

TN117: Breather membranes and vapour 
control layers in walls

TN118 Interfaces and joints –
Performance

TN119 Interfaces and joints -
Procurement
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TN117 - Breather membranes and vapour control layers in walls

Target audience:

Specifiers,

Designers,

Persons working with membranes and 
wanting a greater understanding.

Scope:

Update TN33,

Membrane types, primarily focusing 
on breather membranes and VCL,

Membrane performance 
requirements.
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TN117 – Key takeaways
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Performance requirements and standards

Terms for different membrane types and classifications

A quick reference for performance classes (Annex B)
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TN117 – Performance requirements and standards
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TN117 – Terms for different membrane types and classifications

Air barrier membranes

Sealing membranes

Vapour control layers

Breather membranes
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TN117 – Annex A

Annex A provides a glossary of terms 
that is an update to TN33 and aligning 
with more recent Technical Notes
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Annex B attempts to provide a summary of different test standards that are used to 
describe different performance characteristics of membranes.

Primarily: resistance to water penetration, vapour transmission and resistance to 
penetration of air.

TN117 – Annex B
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TN118 – Interfaces and joints – Performance

Target Audience:

Specifiers,

Designers,

Contractors,

Specialist contractors.

Scope:

Builds on TN78 Interfaces and joints –
introduction,

Provides further information on performance 
requirements of interfaces (primarily) and 
joints.
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TN118 – Interface performance requirements

Interfaces are commonly a source of 
water ingress, movement 
accommodation failures, thermal 
bridging, and more.

This Note highlights the importance of an 
interface and what are the needed 
performance requirements.

The Note provides a brief discussion on 
each of the following topics:

Weathertightness (air, water, and vapour),

Thermal,

Fire (though largely references the fire series 
of Technical Notes),

Acoustic,

Movement and tolerance,

Conductivity/lightning,

Testing, and,

Buildability, maintenance and sustainability.
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TN118 – Movement and tolerances

This Note provides a more flexible 
calculation method for sizing joints / 
interfaces.
The existing method, described in TN20 

Design of sealant joints aligns with BS 6093 
and assumes sealant has a uniform 
movement accommodation to either side of 
nominal and that all movements are 
influencing the sealant.

The new equation allows for designers to 
utilise non-uniform sealant movements as 
well as their judgement on which movements 
to include before or after sealant application, 
producing less conservative joint sizes.
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TN118 – Annex A

Annex A provides a worked 
(conservative) example for how to 
calculate the displacement values for the 
equation shown previously.
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TN119 – Interfaces and joints - Procurement

Target Audience:

Anyone and everyone involved in tendering, 
contracts, procurement, construction.

Scope:

Focuses on areas where interface 
coordination can become problematic and 
provides advice and guidance for avoiding 
conflicts relating to interface design and on-
site coordination.
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TN119 –Recommendations at different RIBA stages
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Includes a brief discussion on elements 
to consider with regards to interface 
procurement and coordination for 
different RIBA stages.

It should be noted that each project will 
require its own considerations.
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TN119 – Coordination of design and works
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Questions?
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Information contained within these presentations are intended for use only by 
appropriately qualified designers, specifiers and others (with relevant experience) in 
each case having regard to the particular circumstances and requirements of each 
case, and exercising professional judgement including the reasonable skill and care 

to be expected for a professional of the relevant discipline, in that context.

CWCT accepts no duty of care, obligation or liability, whatsoever, to its members or 
others, in relation to the use of these presentations for any purpose.

All rights reserved. No part of this presentation may be reproduced in any form or by 
any means without the written permission of the copyright holder 
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