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Abortion Survey
ONLINE Fieldwork: 28th February - 2nd March 2014

Absolutes/col percents
Table 1
Q.1 Under UK law, an abortion can usually only be carried out during the first 24 weeks of pregnancy as long as it is carried out in
a hospital or specialist licensed clinic and two doctors must agree that an abortion would cause less damage to a women's physical or
mental health than continuing with the pregnancy. Do you agree or disagree with these statements about abortion?
Base: All respondents
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Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

78229050036359060245931638833233622410649912055Unweighted base

834317488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

A woman requesting an abortion should always be seen in person by a qualified doctor

7092804333885094904272913302992831909608601820Agree
85%88%89%87%89%89%96%95%90%86%82%78%92%85%89%

431018282212459162124295079Disagree
5%3%4%6%4%2%1%2%2%5%6%10%3%5%4%

822637323948169283242305997156Don't know
10%8%8%7%7%9%4%3%8%9%12%12%6%10%8%

The requirements for women considering an abortion to be seen in person by two doctors should be even more rigorously
enforced in privately run clinics than they are in NHS-run clinics

435160279270308309319198199186164985695951165Agree
52%51%57%60%54%56%71%65%54%54%48%40%54%59%57%

195869982138124656495757668252191443Disagree
23%27%20%18%24%22%14%21%26%22%22%28%24%19%22%

20470110961241176443728410678227221447Don't know
24%22%23%21%22%21%14%14%20%24%31%32%22%22%22%

The health of women considering an abortion will be put at risk unless the doctors who sign the forms have also seen the patient

6092223683424204233882572782542331438187361553Agree
73%70%75%76%74%77%87%84%76%73%67%59%78%73%76%

783535334342711362541346885153Disagree
9%11%7%7%8%8%2%3%10%7%12%14%6%8%7%

14761857310784523753677267163186349Don't know
18%19%17%16%19%15%12%12%14%19%21%28%16%18%17%



Employment SectorSocial GradeAgeGender
Pri-
vatePublicDEC2C1AB65+55-6445-5435-4425-3418-24FemaleMaleTotal

834317488448570549447305366346346244104810072055Weighted base

Where a doctor signs a form for an abortion saying that they have seen the patient, but in fact the form has been signed without
seeing the patient, the doctor should face sanctions including possible prosecution and/or disciplining by their professional bodies

6442473793534654594052723062532591618538031655Agree
77%78%78%79%82%83%91%89%83%73%75%66%81%80%81%

702237313132108203028345773131Disagree
8%7%8%7%5%6%2%3%5%9%8%14%5%7%6%

1204873647459322541625949138131269Don't know
14%15%15%14%13%11%7%8%11%18%17%20%13%13%13%

Aborting babies solely because of their gender should explicitly be banned

6962524033844904834182833172912611909178431760Agree
83%80%82%86%86%88%93%93%87%84%75%78%88%84%86%

53283717341857152134244363106Disagree
6%9%8%4%6%3%1%2%4%6%10%10%4%6%5%

84364846454924163434513087101189Don't know
10%11%10%10%8%9%5%5%9%10%15%12%8%10%9%

As with other areas of preventive healthcare such as heart disease and diabetes, the Government should
set targets for reducing the number of abortions performed each year

32312818818019520916711912613414581410362772Agree
39%40%38%40%34%38%37%39%34%39%42%33%39%36%38%

28011014013421020915210114110310789336357693Disagree
34%35%29%30%37%38%34%33%39%30%31%37%32%35%34%

2307816113316413212985991099474302288590Don't know
28%25%33%30%29%24%29%28%27%31%27%30%29%29%29%
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

185298235202157190180228881763991932055Unweighted base

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

A woman requesting an abortion should always be seen in person by a qualified doctor

172257221179126163166205761564851711820Agree
93%89%83%87%88%88%90%91%92%88%83%92%89%

292086116526810179Disagree
1%3%7%4%4%6%3%2%2%4%10%1%4%

11212719121113165135813156Don't know
6%7%10%9%9%6%7%7%6%8%8%7%8%

The requirements for women considering an abortion to be seen in person by two doctors should be even more rigorously
enforced in privately run clinics than they are in NHS-run clinics

991611481088710211213147995561131165Agree
54%56%55%53%61%55%61%58%57%56%55%61%57%

4466544924432759233902132443Disagree
24%23%20%24%16%23%15%26%28%22%20%17%22%

4261654833404536123822640447Don't know
23%21%24%23%23%21%25%16%15%22%25%22%22%

The health of women considering an abortion will be put at risk unless the doctors who sign the forms have also seen the patient

149220186150101143140175651329761481553Agree
81%77%70%73%70%77%76%77%79%75%74%80%76%

1018291311161714713698153Disagree
6%6%11%6%7%9%9%6%8%8%9%5%7%

2550524233262837113031728349Don't know
14%17%19%20%23%14%15%16%13%17%17%15%17%
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Region
Yorkshire &

South WestSouth EastLondonEasternEast MidlandsWest MidlandsHumbersideNorth WestNorth EastNET: EnglandWalesScotlandTotal

1852882672061441851852268217671031852055Weighted base

Where a doctor signs a form for an abortion saying that they have seen the patient, but in fact the form has been signed without
seeing the patient, the doctor should face sanctions including possible prosecution and/or disciplining by their professional bodies

150232204162115144151188711417811581655Agree
81%81%77%79%80%78%82%83%86%80%79%85%81%

51425125211717412065131Disagree
3%5%9%6%4%11%9%7%5%7%6%3%6%

304138322320172272311622269Don't know
16%14%14%16%16%11%9%10%9%13%16%12%13%

Aborting babies solely because of their gender should explicitly be banned

155242211179122161166201761513861611760Agree
84%84%79%87%85%87%90%89%93%86%84%87%86%

91624871167-88910106Disagree
5%5%9%4%5%6%3%3%-5%8%5%5%

20303318141313196166814189Don't know
11%10%12%9%10%7%7%8%7%9%8%8%9%

As with other areas of preventive healthcare such as heart disease and diabetes, the Government should
set targets for reducing the number of abortions performed each year

611031137452846087256604072772Agree
33%36%42%36%36%45%32%39%31%37%39%39%38%

65115736051516675375933763693Disagree
35%40%27%29%35%28%36%33%45%34%36%34%34%

5969817141505964205142649590Don't know
32%24%30%35%28%27%32%28%24%29%25%27%29%
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