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GABINETE DO MINISTRO

Ao Gabinete da sua

Exma. Senhora Suzi Carla Barbosa
Ministra do Estado dos Negocios
Estrangeiros Cooperacdo Internacional e
Comunidades

BISSAU
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M/Ref /[ GM/MDCLP/2021
ata: Bissau, 22 de Junho de 21.

ASSUNTO: Pedido de transmissdo de Nota

O Gabinete do Ministro da Defesa e Combatentes da Liberdade da Patria
apresenta os seus respeitosos cumprimentos a Vossa Exceléncia e, aproveita esta
ocasiio para solicitar a transmissdo de uma nota de acompanhamento a
Embaixada da Guiné-Bissau em Genebra relativo ao pedido de extensdo de

desminagem e relatério de 2020 solicitado pélo estado partes da Organizaééo.

Desejando boa recepgio, queira aceitar, Exceléncia, os protestos da nossa elevada
consideracao.
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GOVERNO DA MINISTERIO DA DEFESA NACIONAL E DOS COMBATENTES DA LIBERDADE DA PATRIA
GUINE-BISSAU SECRERTARIA DE ESTADO DOS COMBATENTES DA LIBERDADE DA PATRIA

GABINETE DO SECRETARIO DE ESTADO

Ao sua Ex&2

Ministro da Defesa Nacional e dos

combatentes da Liberdade da Patria.
Dr. Sandji Fati

Bissau

ef. ) U&/GSECLP/2021
Data: (8/06/2021

Assunto: Nota de acompanhamento.

Exceléncia:

O Secretario de Estado dos Combatentes da Liberdade da Patria, enderesa os seus
melhores e respeitosos cumprimentos institucional de sempre €, serve da presente,

enviar em anexo, para os devidos efeitos da sua Exceléncia, o pedido de extensio de
desminagem e relatorio de 2020 sclicitado pelo estados partes da organizacio .

Sem mais assunto de momento, gueira aceitar Exceltncis, us prefextos das minhas
elevadzs consideracoes.

L__ff}ﬁﬁm&i s () (gAZQ;Zi'i oﬁfggv‘;ﬂ?\
r-.; wgﬁa&z@ﬂ |

'a i DA
{GLASSHF [ S
y | - ,,%1 2 -
!L‘ R B j 74 E/
e At A

‘Qv"/

‘G‘)- '{stIW *‘d
Santa Luzia e ex-QG e C.P.n° 153 @ Bissau e Repiiblica da Guiné- B S@gmallcom

FESA KACIONAL B!

40F 2A FAT Ria;

".|; !'!d"' i

W, _@ﬂj._n_

:“Msﬁﬁ_m/ (20Aa(¢ |
G FUNCHHARID .é'e/Z/ 9/24/ ; -«




GOVERNO DA MINISTERIO DA DEFESA NACIONAL E DOS COMBATENTES DA LIBERDADE DA PATRIA
GUINE-BISSAU SECRERTARIA DE ESTADO DOS COMBATENTES DA LIBERDADE DA PATRIA
CENTRO NACIONAL DE COORDENACAO DA ACAO ANTI—MINA_S (CAAMI)

GABINETE DE DIRETOR NACIONAL

Exmo. Senhor,
Dr. Augusto Nhaga
Secretario de Estado dos Combatentes
da Liberdade da Patria
BISSAU

N/RfR, —=eeebenlme- /GDN/CAAMI/2021

Bissau, 31 de Maio de 2021

Assunto: Nota de acompanhamento

Exceléncia,

A Direcao do Centro Nacional de Coordenagéo da Agédo Anti-Minas (CAAMI), tem a subida honra
e o prazer de enviar em anexo a esta nota, o pedido de extenséo de desminagem e relatorio de
2020, solicitado pelos Estados Partes. Este pedido de extenséo e do relatério deverao ser
enviados a Genebra, onde seréo apresentados nos 21 e 22 do corrente més de Junho na

. conferéncia dos Estados Partes.

De recordar que, depois do despacho do Ministro da Defesa Nacional € dos Combatentes da
Liberdade da Patria, queremos escanear estes documentos e enviar para Genebra
antecipadamente, segundo as orientacdes que recebemos de Genebra.

Sem mais assunto de momento, queira Va. Excia., Senhor Secretério de Estado, aceitar a nossa
mais elevada consideracéo e estima.
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GOVERNO DA MINISTERIO DA DEFESA NACIONAL E DOS COMBATENTES DA LIBERDADE DA PATRIA

. SECRERTARIA DE ESTADO DOS COMBATENTES DA LIBERDADE DA PATRIA
GUINE- BISSAU

CENTRO NACIONAL DE COORDENACAO DA ACAQ ANTI-MINAS (CAAMI)

GABINETE DE DIRETOR NACIONAL

Juan Carlos Ruan

Chemin Eugéne-Rigot 2C

P.O. Box 1300

1211 Geneva 1

Switzerland

T. +41 (0)22 730 93 46

f. + 41 (0)22 730 93 62

m. + 41 (0)79 829 91 21
j.ruan@apminebanconvention.org

Date, 28/05/2021.
Excellency,

| have the honour to deliver a request of extension to your kind self in your capacity as Chair
of the Committee on Article 5 Implementation of the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention and on their
Destruction.

Situation in Guinea-Bissau

1. Guinea-Bissau ratified the Convention on 22 May 2001, and the Convention entered into
force for Guinea-Bissau on 1 November 2001.

2. Inits initial Article 7 report, Guinea-Bissau reported areas under our jurisdiction or control
in which anti-personnel mines were known or suspected to be emplaced. As Guinea-Bissau
has reported, the landmine problem in Guinea-Bissau dated as far back as the 1963 to 1974
iiberation war with additional landmines and explosive remnants of war laid during the
1998-1999 Civil War and the March 2006 Casamance conflict. In accordance with Article 5
of the Convention, Guinea-Bissau undertook to destroy or ensure the destruction of all anti-
personnel mines in these areas as soon as possible but not later than the ten year deadline
of 1 November 2011.

.'t.
3. As a response to this problem, the government of Guinea-Bissau established a National
Humanitarian Mine Action Programme (PAAMI) and the National Mine Action Coordination
Centre (CAAMI) in early 2001. CAAMI’s role includes planning and coordinating all mine
action, mobilize resources for the implementation of the national mine action programme,
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GUINE- BISSAU

GABINETE DE DIRETOR NACIONAL

and overseeing the conduct of mine-related activities on behalf of the Government of
Guinea-Bissau.

Due to a number of circumstances, including lack of financial resources, clearance capacity,
climate and an unclear definition of the problem, Guinea — Bissau was not able to complete
its Article 5 deadline by 1 November 2011, and on 8 September 2010, submitted a request
to extend its deadline. The request was granted at the Tenth Meeting of the States Parties
(10MSP) and a new deadline set for 1 January 2012.

On 5 November 2011, Guinea-Bissau reported to the 12MSP that it had fulfilled its
obligation under Article 5 of the Convention ahead of its 1 January 2012 deadline.

As a result of efforts undertaken since Guinea-Bissau submitted its initial transparency
report, Guinea-Bissau declared that it has fulfilled its obligations under Article 5 of the
Convention by having determined that there are no longer areas under the jurisdiction or
control of the Guinea-Bissau in which anti-personnel mines are known or suspected to be
emplaced. Upon declaring completion, 50 mined areas representing a total of 6,524,533.09
square meters of area in which anti-personnel mines were known or suspected to be
emplaced has been released through survey and clearance. This work has culminated in
the destruction of 3,973 anti-personnel mines, 207 antitank mines, and 309,125 Uxo.

Unfortunately, after the declaration in 2012, the country has continued to register victims
of explosions of devices and mines with more than 40 people, mostly children and women
with little assistance and follow-up being provided due to a lack of adequate means.
Currently, CAAMI not has funding to support survivors and carry out necessary survey of
reported hazardous areas in Buruntuma.

On 28 January 2021, an explosion was reported in a Buruntuma, east of the country (Gabu
region). In response to this explosion a mission was undertaken to investigate the cause of
the explosion. During this mission to investigate the explosion, was registered, 2 seriously
injuries, 4 minor injuries and 2 deaths, including children com explosive ordnance reported
by the local population.
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9. According to survey done by NGO - HUMAID a total of 9 Confirmed Hazardous Areas were
discovered measuring 1'093'840 square meters. Additionally, a further 43 areas are
suspected of containing anti-personnel mines and require further survey. These areas were
identified by a national non-governmental organization, HUMAID, through population
reports, These areas are suspected to be contaminated by anti-personnel mines,
unexploded ordnance and explosive remnants of war.

10. In this regard, and in keeping with the suggested proposed rationale response shared
during the Twelfth Meeting of the States Parties (12MSP), Guinea Bissau informs all States
Parties of the discovery of these suspected hazardous mined areas and submits a request
for an extended deadline for consideration by the Nineteenth Meeting of the States Parties
until 31 December 2022,

11. This time will allow Guinea- Bissau to mobilize national and international support to carry
out the necessary survey activities to gather and assess data on landmine contamination
and other relevant information with a view to develop a meaningful forward looking plan
based on this information, and then submit a subsequent request contain plans based on
a clearer understanding of the extent of the challenge and which project with great
certainty the amount of time that will be required to complete Article 5 implementation.
Guinea Bissau will submit a subsequent request for extension by 31 March 2022. This is
keeping with the understandings of the States Parties as presented at the Twelfth Meeting
of the States Parties.

12. Guinea Bissau will keep the States Parties informed of progress in this regard at every
opportunity, including in its Article 7 Report and during informal and formal meetings of
the Convention.

13. At present, CAAMI faces a number of challenges, in particular a lack of financial
resources to carry out its mandate. CAAMI currently does not have funding to carry out
mine risk education activities or further survey and clearance activities. The lack of
resources also affect other key areas of the CAAMI such as the national database which is
completely paralyzed and has not worked for the past 7 years. Nonetheless, the current
capacity of the CAAMI in terms of personnel is good.
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14. It is worthy to note that Guinea-Bissau has been in close contact with the Committee
on Article 5 Implementation and with the Implementation Support Unit of the Anti-
Personnel Mine Ban Convention who is supporting its efforts to reach out to the
international community.
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