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Organ Chorale Prelude on “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme,” BWV 645
“Awake, the voice is calling us,” Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Welcome

Matin Responsory The Comined Choirs

I look from afar: and lo, | see the power of God coming,

and a cloud covering the whole earth.

Go ye out to meet him and say:

Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel?
High and low, rich and poor, one with another,

Go ye out to meet him and say:

Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep,
Tell us, art thou he that should come?

Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and come to reign over thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

Words: Matin Responsory for the First Sunday of Advent.
Music: adapted from Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (c. 1525-1594).

Hymn The Combined Choirs
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Words: attr. St. Ambrose (340-397); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866) and others.
Music: Puer nobis nascitur; adapted Michael Praetorius (1571-1621); arr. David Willcocks (1919-2015).



The Bidding and Lord’s Prayer

Officiant

Beloved in Christ, the season of Advent bids us prepare ourselves both for the celebration of
Christ’s nativity and also for the day on which Christ will come again in glory and triumph.
We gather this evening to renew in ourselves the vision of God’s perfect reign, which is at
the end of all our strivings and the consummation of God’s loving purposes for all Creation.

In word and music, let us give voice to the hope set forth in the scriptures, that God’s reign
will come; and, with John the Baptist and the Blessed Virgin Mary, let us prepare for its
coming, celebrating its dawning in the birth, life and death of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ.

But first, let us pray for those who, by reason of their adversity, yearn especially for its coming:
the hungry and the homeless, the sick and the sorrowful, the lonely and the unloved; those
who sit in the darkness of despair or who walk in the shadow of death. Let us pray also for the
leaders of the nations and for all who strive for the establishment of justice, righteousness and
peace; and, that it may bear witness to hope in a divided and troubled world, let us pray for
the well-being and unity of Christ’s body, the Church. In this time of global pandemic, we pray,
too, for healthcare providers, frontline workers, and all who seek deliverance from COVID-19,
remembering the more than 59 million people who have been infected and the more than 1.4
million people who have died worldwide, and, in this time of economic challenge, we pray for
all who are suffering from reduced income or lack of work.

A brief period of silence is kept.

Officiant
All

Officiant
All

We join our prayers together in the words that Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

When Christ comes, may we be watching and waiting.
Amen.

Invitatory Carol St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Drop down, ye heavens, from above

And let the skies pour down righteousness.

Comfort ye, comfort ye, my people;

My salvation shall not tarry.

I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions.
Fear not, for | will save thee;

For | am the Lord thy God,

The holy one of Israel, thy redeemer.

Drop down ye heavens from above,

And let the skies pour down righteousness.

Words: from the Advent Prose.
Music: Judith Weir (b. 1954).

The First Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11

Lector

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s
hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a
plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the
mouth of the Lord has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And | said, “What shall | cry?” All
people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower
fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. The grass
withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald
of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the
Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his
arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.

Thanks be to God.



Carol The Combined Choirs

Rejoice in the Lord alway,

and again | say rejoice.

Let your softness be known unto all men:
the Lord is e’en at hand.

Be careful for nothing: but in all prayer and supplication,

let your petitions be manifest unto God with giving of thanks.
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding,

keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesu. Amen.

Words: Philippians 4:4-7.
Music: Unattributed, 16th century.

The First Collect

Priest Let us pray.
God of timeless grace, you fill us with joyful expectation. Make us ready for the message that
prepares the way, that with uprightness of heart and holy joy we may eagerly await the
kingdom of your Son, Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
All Amen.

The Second Lesson Matthew 1:18-23
Lector A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.”

Thanks be to God.



Hymn 56 (Stanzas 1, 4, 5, 6 and 8) The Combined Choirs

Words: Latin, ca. 9th cent.; ver. Hymnal 1940, alt.
Music: Veni, veni, Emmanuel, plainsong, Mode 1, Processionale, 15th cent.; adapt. Thomas Helmore (1811-1890).



The Second Collect

Priest Let us pray.
Shepherd of Israel, may Jesus, Emmanuel and son of Mary, be more than just a dream in our
hearts. With the apostles, prophets, and saints, save us, restore us, and lead us in the way of
grace and peace, that we may bear your promise into the world.

All Amen.

The Third Lesson Luke 1:26-38
Lector A reading from the Gospel according to Luke.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to
a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name
was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But
she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?” The angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here
am [, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel
departed from her.

Thanks be to God.

Carol Members of St. Bartholomew’s Choir
Olivia Sue Greene, Wendy Gilles, Chris Carter, Jeff Morrissey

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!
Of Jesse's lineage coming

as seers of old have sung.

It came, a blossom bright,
amid the cold of winter,

when half spent was the night.

Isaiah 'twas foretold it,

the Rose | have in mind,

with Mary we behold it,

the Virgin Mother kind.

To show God's love aright,

she bore to us a Savior,

when half spent was the night.

O flower whose fragrance tender

with sweetness fills the air,

dispel in glorious splendour

the darkness everywhere;

true man, yet very God,

from sin and death now save us,

and share our every load.

Words: St. 1-2 German, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker (1851-1934). St. 3, Friedrich Layritz (1808-1859);

tr. Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth (1845-1925); ver. Hymnal 1940.
Music: Es ist ein Ros, melody from Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeséng, 1599; harm. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621).



The Third Collect

Deacon

All

Let us pray.

God, we thank you that you made yourself known to someone without power, wealth or
status; and we praise you for the courage of Mary, this young woman from Galilee, whose Yes
to the shame and shock of bearing your Son let loose the unstoppable power of love which
changed the world.

Amen.

The Fourth Lesson Matthew 3:1-12

Lector

A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke
when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
mabke his paths straight.”” Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all
Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up
children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. | baptize you with water for
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 1 am not worthy to carry
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand,
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Thanks be to God.



Hymn 76 The Combined Choirs
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Words: Charles Coffin (1676-1749); tr. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), after John Chandler (1806-1876); alt.
Music: Winchester New, melody from Musicalishes Hand-Buch, 1690; harm. William Henry Monk (1823-1889), alt.
Desc. David McK. Williams (1887-1978).




The Fourth Collect

Priest Let us pray.
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

The Fifth Lesson John 1:19-36
Lector A reading from the Gospel according to John.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem

to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the
Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the
prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer
for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of one crying
out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now
they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you
are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with
water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; | am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan
where John was baptizing. The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here
is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom [ said, ‘After me
comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” | myself did not know him;
but | came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And

John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on

him. | myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me,
‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy
Spirit.” And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” The next day
John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he
exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”

Thanks be to God.

Carol St. Bartholomew’s Choir
Wendy Gilles, solo

This is the record of John,

when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him:
Who art thou?

And he confessed and denied not; and said plainly:

I am not the Christ.

And they asked him:

What art thou then? Art thou Elias?

And he said, | am not.

Art thou the prophet?

And he answered, No.

Then said they unto him:

What art thou? That we may give an answer unto them that sent us.
What sayest thou of thyself?

And he said, | am the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness:
Make straight the way of the Lord.

Words: John 1:19-23.
Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625).
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The Fifth Collect

Priest

All

Let us pray.

Lord of light, who sent the Baptist to offer hope and face the world’s scorn: open our ears to
hear the cries from the margins, exposing our fears, inciting our vision, and calling us to a step
of faith; through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.

Amen.

The Sixth Lesson Mark 13:24-37

Lector

A reading from the Gospel according to Mark.

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens

will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and
glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the
ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly |
tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But about that day or hour no one
knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for
you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves
home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be
on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house
will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

Thanks be to God.

Carol The Combined Choirs

Vigilate, nescitis enim Watch ye therefore, for you know not
quando dominus domus veniat, when the lord of the house cometh,

sero, an media nocte, at even, or at midnight,

an gallicantu, an mane. or at the cock crowing, or in the morning.
Vigilate ergo, ne cum venerit repente, Watch therefore, lest coming on a sudden,
inveniat vos dormientes. he find you sleeping.

Quod autem dico vobis, omnibus dico: And what | say to you, | say to all:
vigilate. Watch.

Words: Mark 13:35-37.
Music: William Byrd (1543-1623).

The Sixth Collect

Priest

All

Let us pray.

Faithful God, your promises stand unshaken through all generations. Renew us in hope,
that we may be awake and alert as we watch for the glorious return of Jesus Christ, our
judge and Savior, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever.

Amen.

The Seventh Lesson Romans 13:11-14

Lector

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation
is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let
us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably

as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the
flesh, to gratify its desires.

Thanks be to God.

1



Hymn 59 The Combined Choirs

- Q ﬁ o E m : | | | | | | | | | | !
Gt e el g e ¢ o ﬁg?—#rgg“—%
3 e s e T 7 | W
1 Hark! a thrill-ing voice is sound-ing:“Christ is nigh,” it seems to say;
2 Wak-ened by the sol-emnwarn-ing, from earth’sbond-age let us  rise;
3 lo! thelLamb,so long ex-pect- ed, comes with par-don down from heaven;

4 so whennext he comeswith glo - ry, and the world is wrappedin fear,
5 Hon - or, glo -ry, might,and bless - ing to the Fa-ther and the Son,

DT e e

6 lf =

1 “Cast a- way the works of dark-ness, O ye children of the day.”
2 Christ,our sun, all sloth dis - pel - ling, shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

83 let wus haste,with tears of sor-row, one and all o be for - given;
4 may he with his mer-cy shield us, and with words of love draw near.
5 with the ev - er - last-ing Spi - rit while un - end-ing a - ges run.

ity t tes ot s di . Jdd. e T
"%*"? {"‘—rrli .‘,°

u I

Words: Latin, ca. 6th cent.; tr Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1861, alt.
Music: Merton, William Henry Monk (1823-1889).
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The Seventh Collect

Deacon Let us pray.
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of

light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.
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The Eighth Lesson Revelation 21:1-7; 22:1-5, 12-13, 16-17, 20-21

Lector

A reading from the Revelation to John the Divine.

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them

as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every
tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See,
I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and
true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. Those who
conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God and they will be my children.” Then
the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the
river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. Nothing accursed will be found there

any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship
him; they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And there will be no more
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign forever and ever. And he said to me, “See, | am coming soon; my reward is with me,

to repay according to everyone’s work. | am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end. It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for
the churches. | am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” The Spirit
and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is
thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. The one who testifies to
these things says, “Surely | am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord
Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

Thanks be to God.

Carol St. Bartholomew’s Choir

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins,
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be.
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God,

Who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy, Lord!

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein,

Rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon!
E’en so Lord Jesus quickly come, and light will be no more.
They need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their all!

Words: from Revelation 22, adapt. Ruth Manz (1919-2008).
Music: Paul Manz (1919-2009).

The Eighth Collect

Priest

All

Let us pray.

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through
our struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all
nations and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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Hymn 66 The Combined Choirs
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788).
Music: Stuttgart, melody from Psalmodia Sacra, oder Andédchtige und Schéne Gesange, 1715;
adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870), alt.

The Concluding Collects

Officiant  Let us pray.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ:
Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold
him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

Officiant  Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness
of the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the
radiance of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Officiant ~ Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch, or weep this night, and give your
angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary; bless
the dying; soothe the suffering; pity the afflicted; shield the joyous; and all for your love’s
sake.

All Amen.

The Blessing

Officiant  May Christ, whose coming in power we eagerly expect, make you steadfast in faith, joyful in

All

hope, and constant in love. And may the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and

the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.

Amen.



Hymn 57 The Combined Choirs
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1 Lo! he comes, with clouds de - scend - ing, once for
2 Ev - ey eye shall now be - hold him, robed in
8 Those dear tok - ens of his pas - sion still  his
4 Yea, a - men! let all a - dore thee, high on
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our sal - va - ton slain; thou - sand thou - sand
dread - ful ma - jes - ty; those who set at
daz - zling bo - dy bears, cause of end - less
thine e - ter - mnal throne; Sa - vior, take the
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saints at - tend - ing swell the tri - umph of his
nought and sold him,  pierced, and mnailed him to the
ex - ul - ta - ton to his ran - somed wor - ship -
power and glo - 1y claim the king - dom for  thine
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train Al - le - h - ial Al - le - ln - ial
tree, deep - ly wail - ing, deep - ly wail - ing,
ers; with what  rap - ture, with what rap - ture,
own Al - le - hln - ial Al - le - ln - ia!
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Al - le - Im - ial Christ the Lord re - turns to reign.
deep - Iy wail - ing, shall the true Mes - si - ah see.
with what rap - ture gaze we on those glo-rious scars!
Al - le - Iu - ial Thou shalt reign, and thou a - lone.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788).
Music: Helmsley, melody Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-1778);

harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958), alt. Stanza 4 harm. Colin Macknight (b. 1993).

Organ Nun komm’ der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
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