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HFC Production & Kigali Amendment
(Prelims / GS-3)

Source: CNBC, 24 September 2022

Current News:
The US Senate has voted to 
ratify a global climate treaty 
that will phase down the use 
and production of 
hydrofluorocarbons, or 
HFCs, the climate-warming 
chemicals widely used in air 
conditioning and 
refrigeration.

The Senate voted to move 
forward the 2016 Kigali 
Amendment, an amendment 
to the 1987 Montreal 
Protocol climate treaty that 
dramatically curbs the use of 
HFCs, which are thousands of 
times more potent than carbon 
dioxide at heating up the Earth.
India has also approved the 
ratification of the treaty on
August 2021.

What is Kigali Amendment of Montreal Protocol? 
The Kigali Agreement is an amendment to the Montreal Protocol, which is an environmental treaty signed 
by countries to phase out Ozone Depleting Substances (ODSs) from the earth’s atmosphere.
After coming into force in 1989, the Montreal Protocol has undergone many amendments.

About Kigali Amendment:
❖ The Kigali Amendment is the 8th amendment.
❖ It happened during the 28th Meeting of Parties when the 197 member countries signed 

the agreement to amend the Montreal Protocol.
❖ According to the terms of the Amendment, the signing countries are expected to decrease the 

manufacture and usage of hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) by about 80-85% from their 
baselines until 2045. 

❖ This will curb global warming (by arresting global average temperature rise to 0.5 
degrees Celsius) by the year 2100. 

❖ The agreement aims to phase down HFCs by reducing its manufacture and 
consumption.
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Insurgency in Northeast
(GS-3 / GS-5)

Source: The Print YouTube Channel (#CutTheClutter), 24 September 2022

Turning point of insurgency in North-East India:
❑ At one point, 3 divisions (18 brigades) of Indian army were fully deployed in NE at its peak 

of militancy. 
• Army has now almost fully withdrawn from Counter insurgency role from NE. Only one 

73rd Mountaineering brigade stationed in Tirap now is functional. 
❑ Peace dividend is given to the people of NE by withdrawing army and lifting AFSPA from large 

parts of NE. 
❑ Govt is in talks with Naga militants (NSCN-IM) presently and has recently signed peace accords 

with 8 militant groups. 
❑ Counter insurgency role is now in hands with Assam Riffles. 
❑ 4 corps to check NE counter terrorism deployed in peak time 33rd Corps (Siliguri), 4th 

Corps (Arunachal), 3rd Corps (Dimapur), 17th Mountaineering Corps (WB) 
❑ Civilians' fatality has decreased from 519 in 2000 to 5 in 2020. 
❑ Security forces fatality has decreased from 145 in 2002 to 2 in 2022. 
❑ Insurgents' fatalities has decreased from 607 in 2008 to 7 in 2022.

Important Question 
From Main 
Perspective:

"The Indian army should 
restrict itself fighting 
with the external forces 
fighting against India 
and should limit itself 
fighting with the 
compatriots of the nation 
in internal security 
measures." Critically 
evaluate.
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Banking Liquidity Deficit
(Prelims)

Source: The Indian Express, 24 September 2022

What banking liquidity going into deficit mode means? 
Liquidity in the banking system refers to readily available cash that banks need 
to meet short-term business and financial needs. 
On a given day, if the banking system is a net borrower from the RBI under 
Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF), the system liquidity can be said to be in 
deficit and if the banking system is a net lender to the RBI, the system liquidity can 
be said to be in surplus.

What triggered the deficit? 
The deficit in the liquidity situation has been caused by:
➢ an uptick in the bank credit 
➢ advance tax payments by corporates 
➢ intervention of the RBI into the forex market 
➢ incremental deposit growth not keeping pace with credit demand
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Artificial Flood: Problems and Solutions
(GS-1)

Source: The Indian Express, 24 September 2022

Why cities gets flooded 
frequently?

❑ Our cities routinely neglect 
key elements of urban 
planning — stormwater 
drains are ignored and 
lakes and rivers are 
neglected while concretising
urban spaces. 

❑ Our cities are being laid 
low, by small 
encroachments, made over 
the past few decades.

❑ Indian cities, by and large, 
are very poor in executing 
urban projects. Master 
plans, where they have 
been developed, are 
detailed documents, with 
limited urban planning 
flexibility.

❑ Little thought is given to 
how market forces and 
migration will impact 
the plans.

More Analysis on Next Slide 
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What can be learnt from other cities from around the globe? 
❖ The Garden City movement (initiated by Ebenezer Howard in 1898) sought to 

decentralise the working environment in the city centre with a push for providing 
healthier living spaces for factory workers. 
▪ In the US, the garden city movement evolved into the neighborhood concept, 

where residential houses and streets were organised around a local school or 
community centre, with a push for lowering traffic and providing safe roads. 

❖ London has a metropolitan green belt around the city, covering 5,13,860 hectares 
of land, to offset pollution and congestion and maintain biodiversity. 

❖ Paris has taken this forward with the “15-minute city” (‘la ville du quart 
d’heure’). The idea is rather simple, every Parisian should be able to do their 
shopping, work, and recreational activities and fulfil their cultural needs within a 15-
minute walk or bike ride.

What other steps can be taken? 
❑ Urban land use needs to be better. 
❑ Many urban experts cite technological solutions that may save our cities — a chain of 

sea walls, river embankments and reclamations. 
❑ All ongoing and upcoming urban infrastructure projects must be reconsidered from a 

future climate resilience perspective. 
❑ There is the need for building up institutional capacity for establishing a sense of 

cityhood. 
❑ Our policymakers also need to be cognizant of the historical context of our urban 

development. 

Conclusion: 
Renewing our cities will require us to rethink various urban topics, including urban 
design, urban healthcare, affordable housing, sustainability and inclusion, 
among others. Our urban future depends on getting this right.

Artificial Flood: Problems and Solutions
(GS-1)

Source: The Indian Express, 24 September 20222
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G4 Member Countries Of The UNSC
(Prelims / GS-2)

Source: The Hindu, 24 September 2022

Current News:
G4 countries highlight ‘urgent need’ for reform in U.N. Security Council. 

Germany, Brazil, Japan and India reiterate support for each other’s bids 
to become permanent members of the UNSC, and for representation of 
African countries.
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Discrimination Against Women And Laws To Prevent It
(GS-1 / GS-2)

Source: The Hindu, 24 September 2022

Current news:
Crimes against women in India and the special provisions to provide Justice.

The crimes against women provided under the Special and Local Laws aim to obliterate 
the immoral and sinful practices and exploitation of women in the society. These 
laws are periodically reviewed and amended in order to bring off promptness with arising 
needs. 

More Analysis on Next Slide 
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Following are some acts comprising of special provisions to protect women and their interests-
❑ The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 
❑ The Dowry (Prohibition) Act, 1961 
❑ The Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 
❑ The Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986 
❑ The Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987 
❑ Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 
❑ The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013

Crimes against Women under the Indian Penal Code, 1860 (IPC) 
The Indian Penal Code, 1860, lays down the provisions to penalise the culprit for the heinous offences 
against women. Various sections under IPC specifically deals with such crimes. 
➢ Acid Attack (Sections 326A and 326B) 
➢ Rape (Sections 375, 376, 376A, 376B, 376C, 376D and 376E)
➢ Attempt to commit rape (Section 376/511) 
➢ Kidnapping and abduction for different purposes (Sections 363–373) 
➢ Murder, Dowry death, Abetment of Suicide, etc. (Sections 302, 304B and 306) 
➢ Cruelty by husband or his relatives (Section 498A) 
➢ Outraging the modesty of women (Section 354) 
➢ Sexual harassment (Section 354A) 
➢ Assault on women with intent to disrobe a woman (Section 354B) 
➢ Voyeurism (Section 354C) (when a person watches or captures image of a woman engaging in some 

private act and secondly, when the person disseminate or spread such image).
➢ Stalking (Section 354D) 
➢ Importation of girls upto 21 years of age (Section 366B) 
➢ Word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman (Section 509)

Important Question For Mains Perspective: 
• The rise in crimes against women is an indication of a downhill society. Explain how India addresses this 

rising rate of crimes against women through special provisions. 
• There is the need for greater women empowerment to address the rise in crimes against women. 

Elucidate. 
• The Dowry (Prohibition)Act, 1961 has failed to fulfill the goals to make India dowry free. Critically 

evaluate.

Discrimination Against Women And Laws To Prevent It
(GS-1 / GS-2)

Source: The Hindu, 24 September 2022
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